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I’m going to discuss the importance of “Policing by consent” I will start off by explaining the definition of policing by consent. Policing by consent is Robert peels nine principles of policing. These principles were set out in 1829 and were issued to every new police officer from then on. These were as follows
From
- GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)2012 Definition of policing by consent
1. To prevent crime and disorder, as an alternative to their repression by military force and severity of legal punishment.
2. To recognise always that the power of the police to fulfil their functions and duties is dependent on public approval of their existence, actions and behaviour and on their ability to secure and maintain public respect.
3. To recognise always that to secure and maintain the respect and approval of the public means also the securing of the willing co-operation of the public in the task of securing observance of laws.
4. To recognise always that the extent to which the co-operation of the public can be secured diminishes proportionately the necessity of the use of physical force and compulsion for achieving police objectives.
5. To seek and preserve public favour, not by pandering to public opinion; but by constantly demonstrating absolutely impartial service to law, in complete independence of policy, and without regard to the justice or injustice of the substance of individual laws, by ready offering of individual service and friendship to all members of the public without regard to their wealth or social standing, by ready exercise of courtesy and friendly good humour; and by ready offering of individual sacrifice in protecting and preserving life.
6. To use physical force only when the exercise of persuasion, advice and warning is found to be insufficient to obtain public co-operation to an extent necessary to secure observance of law or to restore order, and to use only the minimum degree of physical force which is necessary on any particular occasion for achieving a police objective.
7. To maintain at all times a relationship with the public that gives reality to the historic tradition that the police are the public and that the public are the police, the police being only members of the public who are paid to give full time attention to duties which are incumbent on every citizen in the interests of community welfare and existence.
8. To recognise always the need for strict adherence to police-executive functions, and to refrain from even seeming to usurp the powers of the judiciary of avenging individuals or the State, and of authoritatively judging guilt and punishing the guilty.
9. To recognise always that the test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder, and not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with them.

 GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)2012 Definition of policing by consent
Policing by consent in the modern day is so important because it is so much harder to earn the trust and resect of the general public seeing what as gone on in the last couple of decades. There are so many different cultures and religions inside the united kingdom it is a lot harder nowadays to police inside these communities and earn their trust. For example back in the summer of 2011 there was a lot of unrest across large parts of the country. Although there is no evidence these two waves of rioting are connected together suspicion of the police was common to both of them. Rioting occurred in areas like Tottenham Brixton and Birmingham Handsworth when large black Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) communities felt alienated from there local police forces. Alienation began amongst these communities when they fought they were not engaging with there concerns to an extent these riots happened because of a serious breakdown in trust between the police and the communities that they were supposed to be safeguarding. 'Policing by consent' in contemporary Britain - Cherwell
Last year marked the 40th anniversary of an important event in black history. In a report these riots were caused by serious social economic problems affecting large parts of inner cities across Britain. In the investigation if found the rioting was caused by a reaction rightly or wrongly believed to be harassment of black people. Lord Scarman called for a new emphasis of community policing and called for more ethnic and minorities to be recruited to the police force. I believe this would help with the levels of trust inside these communities and have an impact on policing by consent BBC ON THIS DAY | 25 | 1981: Brixton riots report blames racial tension
Officers of the law erethic public servants who put themselves in danger everyday to keep the public safe ,it is one of many great strengths in the united kingdom that the public and police force strive to build a strong community based relationship with policing by consent. Take the new laws for example that the government introduced during the covid -19 pandemic. The public overwhelmingly gave there consent for the new laws and the police  enforcement of them to stop on of the world’s most deadliest viruses. It was found that 68% of Londoners partially supported the police  approach to enforcing the lockdown of the corona virus. The London underground was reduced by over 90% this was a period of very strict limitations on our movement. During this period the police handed out thousands of fixed penalty notices to comply with breaking restrictions during the months of the new emergency law.





My conclusion of this subject is that I think there needs to be drastic action taken with in our police force to make all cultures and communities have the trust and respect that is needed for policing by consent to be affective. eg more (BAME) members of the community to be active members of the united kingdom police force.
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