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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Sophie Davis-Pogson

	STUDENT ID No.: 1922413

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: The perception of South Wales Police frontline officers on the legalisation of cannabis in the United Kingdom and its potential impact on the justice system. 

INTRODUCTION: 

Over recent years, the topic of legalising cannabis has been highlighted by the media as more countries around the world are legalising or decriminalising the drug. Politicians in the United Kingdom (UK) are also publicly discussing the legalisation of cannabis, with the Liberal Democrat Party including it in their 2019 election manifesto (Liberal Democrats, 2019). In May 2022, a commission to examine the current United Kingdom’s drug laws has been issued by the current Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan (Low, 2022). 

Presently in the UK, cannabis is classified as a Class B controlled drug (Misuse of Drugs Act, 1971). The legislation prohibits the possession, supply, and production of cannabis with maximum prison sentences of five years for possessing, or fourteen years for supplying or producing cannabis (Her Majesty’s Government, 2013). In the year of 2020 – 2021, the leading criminal offence recorded was ‘possession of cannabis’, accounting for 63% of all recorded offences (Allen & Tunnicliffe, 2021). With the high figures of cannabis related offences recorded and the potential prison sentences, the legalisation of cannabis would undoubtedly have an impact on the justice system in the UK. 

The University College of London will be conducting research into the impact of the potential change of legislation, however the frontline officers who deal with the offences daily are unlikely to be part of the research. This project will investigate South Wales Police frontline officers’ perception on the potential legalisation of cannabis and the impact it may have through mixed methodology of survey and interviews. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Key Objectives: 
· Conduct a survey on frontline response officers’ perception of the legalisation of cannabis. – Create and conduct an anonymous survey using a sample size of 100
· Conduct Interviews with frontline officers to engage in their perception of the impact the legalisation of cannabis would have on the daily duties. – Conduct interviews with officers to enhance the results should there be issues with survey response
· Conduct research on the current impact that cannabis offences have on the justice system. – Literature review on statistics of the cost of cannabis offences on the justice system.
· Conduct research on drug related criminal offence statistics from countries which have legalised cannabis. – Literature review on the cannabis related offences and the impact on the justice systems. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The House of Commons Library – 
Allen, G., Tunnicliffe, R. (2021) Drug Crime: Statistics for England and Wales 
Available at: https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9039/CBP-9039.pdf

Ministry of Justice; HM Prison Service (2021). Offender Management statistics quarterly: January to March 2021. https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/offender-management-statistics-quarterly-january-to-march-2021;

Statistics Canada (2020) What has changed Since the Legalisation of Cannabis?
DOI: https://www.doi.org/10.25318/82-003-x202000200002-eng

Home Office (2020). Review of Drugs
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/897786/2SummaryPhaseOne+foreword200219.pdf

Home Office (2018) The Economic and Social Costs of Crime, Second Edition 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/732110/the-economic-and-social-costs-of-crime-horr99.pdf

Goodstadt, M, S., Cook, G., Magid, S., Gruson, V. (1978) The Drug Attitude Scale (DAS) its Development and Evaluation.
DOI: 10.3109/10826087809039344

Statistics and data relating to the numbers of cannabis related offences and the cost of arresting and detaining a person in custody will be utilised. There is minimal research into the current attitudes towards frontline officers’ towards cannabis related drug offences and their perception on the legalisation of cannabis. The Drug Attitude Scale will be explored to provide guidance and assistance in creating the survey  and understanding the results. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

A mixed methodology approach will be taken for this project, the primary research will be quantitative and be conducted via an anonymous survey. A qualitative approach will also be performed to ensure a substantial result of data. 

The survey sample size has been calculated at 80 responses, with an average response rate of 10%, 800 surveys will need to be distributed. To ensure that enough data is collected, 6 interviews with frontline officers will also be conducted. 

The mixed methodology approach is best suited for this project due to average response rates to surveys and the time available to frontline officers to complete them. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target sample size is 80-100 for the survey. The survey will be conducted on frontline officers in South Wales Police who are currently working as Response Officers. The survey will target those who are currently dealing with cannabis related offences on a regular basis to provide an accurate view on people who the legalisation of cannabis would most affect. 
Due to the nature of the role of frontline officers, the time available to complete surveys is minimal. To ensure there is enough data collected, interviews will also be conducted with 6 officers. 
The mixed methodology will provide a wider sample than either quantitative or qualitative research alone and ensure the best data outcome in the time available. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The discussion of illegal drugs and the impact they have on the role of frontline officers may be an ethical issue due to the stance the police officers should be taking due to the current legislation. To prevent ethical issues, all surveys and interviews will be anonymised and the strict regulations of data protection and GDPR will be followed. 










	TIME SCALE:



	Section
	Topics
	Timeframe
	Deadline

	Project Proposal
	Draft Research Title
	20th July 2022 – 15th August 2022
	15th August 2022

	
	Determine Key Objectives
	20th July 2022 – 15th August 2022
	15th August 2022

	
	Identify Research Methodologies
	20th July 2022 – 15th August 2022
	15th August 2022

	
	Identify Literature Required
	20th July 2022 – 15th August 2022
	15th August 2022

	Ethics Form
	Complete Ethics Form
	20th July 2022 - 15th August 2022
	15th August 2022

	Literature Review
	Conduct extensive research
	16th August 2022 – 24th October 2022
	24th October 2022

	
	Create and send survey
	16th August 2022 – 24th October 2022
	24th October 2022

	
	Interview Preparation
	16th August 2022 – 24th October 2022
	24th October 2022

	Research Methods Chapter
	Conduct Interviews
	25th October 2022 – 15th December 2022
	15th December 2022

	
	Collect and prepare surveys for analysis
	25th October 2022 – 15th December 2022
	15th December 2022

	Analysis of Results
	Analyse survey results
	16th December 2022 -23rd January 2023
	23rd January 2023

	
	Analyse Interview Results
	16th December 2022 -23rd January 2023
	23rd January 2023

	
	Collate Results
	16th December 2022 -23rd January 2023
	23rd January 2023

	Findings Chapter
	Summary
	24th January 2023 – 27th February 2023
	27th February 2023

	Final Project Submission
	Final Consultation with Supervisor
	28th February 2023 – 15th March 2023
	15th March 2023

	
	Proofread
	28th February 2023 – 20th March 2023
	20th March 2023

	
	Submission 
	28th February 2023 – 27th March 2023
	27th March 2023
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Available at: https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9039/CBP-9039.pdf
(Accessed: 26th July 2022)
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(Accessed: 22nd July 2022)

Low, H. (2022) London Drugs Commission to look at Legalising Cannabis
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