
Script - (Police Officer)

Hi, my name is Christie Roberts, or PC Roberts 6893, and I am the Carmarthenshire Police representative, for this child protection conference today. My role as a police officer, as stated by Youth Employment UK (2024) is endorsing law and order, preventing crime, and upholding social order. In addition to this, local governments, as pointed out by The HM Government (2023) and Khanom (2023), are mandated by the Children Act 1989 and the Children Act 2004, to protect and advance the welfare of children residing in their jurisdiction, which includes ensuring children's requirements are met, protecting each child from danger, and offering resources to aid in their development.
This case was referred to myself, having initially being referred to police by social worker, Mrs Tracy Hall. I have gathered my findings, in line with the Working Together to Safeguard Children Act 2023, to support and safeguard children and their families, through a multi-agency approach, (NSPCC, 2023 and Government UK, 2024b), and I have presented my findings to Mrs Hall, prior to attending this conference. 
In terms of the initial concerns raised, regarding the health and well-being of Logan and Lucy and the well-being and absence of Miss Clarke, in addition to concerns raised with regards to the unknown male, a Grade 2 priority attendance at Miss Clarke’s address was initially scheduled, for Monday, 24th June 2024, at 14:00 hundred hours, however, prior to this time, the police received a report from Miss Clarke’s neighbour, due to antisocial behaviour at Miss Clarke’s address, therefore the priority attendance was escalated to a Grade 1 Emergency attendance, which as stated by Police Conduct (2019), denotes the requirement for an emergency response, for an individual who is deemed to be extremely vulnerable, and there is a high risk to the individual's safety. 



I personally attended the address of Miss Clarke, with PC Williams 4920, at 13:00 hundred hours. On approaching the property, it was evident that all the curtains were drawn, and PC Williams and I could hear a male shouting and children crying. A male answered the door, who was notably smelling of alcohol and clearly intoxicated, and on request, identified himself. 
I then made a telephone call to the police station and requested for a search to be carried out on the Police National Database, which confirmed that the male in question is known to police authorities, for previous domestic abuse and drunk and disorderly. The male’s name and details of previous convictions, I am unable to disclose to this conference, in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018, a predominant regulation in the European Union, which enhances data security and privacy rights, while safeguarding personal data (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2018). 
The male in question declined to answer any further questions, with regards to the reason for the noise disturbance, and antisocial behaviour, refused to disclose the location of Miss Clarke, Logan or Lucy, and was reluctant to permit PC Williams and I, access to the property. Therefore, under Section 17 of the Police and Criminal Evidence (PACE) Act 1984, in order to protect individual's rights while upholding public safety and order, police officers are authorised to enter and search a premises without the need of a warrant, in order to make an arrest for a criminal offence, apprehend an unlawfully at large individual, or safeguard an individual from serious harm, (Government UK, 2016a and Carr and Goosey, 2021), PC Williams and I then gained entry, in order to search the property. 
On entry of the property, it was evident that the house was extremely untidy, and the floors were littered with waste matter and empty alcohol bottles. Miss Clarke was present at the address and was sitting on the settee, holding Lucy in her arms, both were crying and showing clear signs of distress. Miss Clarke was also visibly anxious and fearful of the male in question. Logan was witnessed crawling around on the kitchen floor and appeared to be dishevelled. When questioned by PC Williams, Logan stated that he was searching for food.  


I then questioned Miss Clarke, with regards to the noise disturbance, and antisocial behaviour, to which she replied that the male in question, had purchased alcohol with Miss Clarke’s benefit entitlement, which had resulted in an altercation, and raises concerns with regards to the health, well-being, lifestyle and current living arrangements, of Miss Clarke and her children. Under article 19 of the UNCRC, as stated by Cannon (2017), children should receive high quality care and be safeguarded from abusive behaviour, neglect, and violence from family members or other caregivers. 
Due to the concerns raised, in addition to the nature of the previous drunk and disorderly and domestic abuse convictions of the male in question, I contacted a key adult at Logan’s school, who for the purpose of this conference, I can confirm was headteacher, Mrs Sophia Hughes, to inform her of the incident. This is in accordance with Operation Encompass, where the child’s educational setting is notified, prior to 09.00am hundred hours the following morning, if police respond to a suspected domestic abuse incident, where children are present, as this enables the school to provide the impacted child with rapid support, a secure environment and prompt interventions, to aid the child’s well-being and mitigate the affect of domestic abuse (Women’s Aid, 2024). 
Miss Clarke did not wish to discuss the altercation any further and stated that the male in question, was simply intoxicated and nothing more. I asked Miss Clarke about her present position with regards to food and finances, to which she stated that she had contacted her mother, who was apparently going to provide Miss Clarke with a loan, to purchase food for herself and her children. 
It was apparent, that Miss Clarke genuinely cared for the safety and welfare of Lucy and Logan, in addition to having a robust bond with both individuals, as she was able to calm and comfort them. Therefore, I did not deem it necessary, to place the children into police protection, under Section 46 of the Children Act 1989 (HMICFRS, 2023). According to Freeman (ed. 2018), article 9 of the UNCRC states, that except in cases where it would be against the best interest of the child, children have the right, to maintain consistent relations and interactions, with parents.
The male in question was then escorted from the property, in order to diffuse the situation further, and was not brought into the police station, for questioning at this time. 
My recommendations moving forward, would be for a Care and Support Plan to be implemented, for Miss Clarke and her children, and a continued Care and Support Plan, for the male in question with regards to alcohol abuse, under the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014, which stipulates to evaluate each individual case and provide adults and children, with the specific support required (Welsh Government, 2021). 
In addition to this, I would also recommend, that a Mental Health Assessment is arranged for Miss Clarke, to further support her health and well-being, whilst being treated with respect and decency, in accordance with the Human Rights Act 1998 (Mental Health Foundation, 2021).     
My final recommendation would be that all multi-agencies continuously communicate and collaborate, to fully understand and mitigate any potential risks to Miss Clarke, Logan or / Lucy, to safeguard the family and promote their health and welfare. A holistic approach will also ensure that the families specific needs are met, in addition to promoting a safe and enabling environment, at the educational setting, and at the family’s home address.
This concludes my report to conference. 









Self Reflection

As a qualified Teaching Assistant, I feel I have vast knowledge of the importance of safeguarding children, as I have previously completed a relevant Safeguarding course, as I believe that it is vital that professionals who work with children, are equipped with the crucial and practical skills and knowledge, to manage emergencies, associated with the safeguarding of children. However, since completing my Safeguarding assignment, I have gained a more in depth understanding, of the reporting and referral processes and procedures, including timelines, when abuse is suspected and how crucial good practice is, when dealing with safeguarding challenges. 
I have also learned that Victoria Climbie’s child abuse case, was largely responsible for the formation of the Every Child Matters initiative and the introduction of the Children Act 2004, and from the key information in Victoria’s case alone, I understand how paramount it is, that any signs of abuse are acted on immediately by professionals, so that interventions can be implemented, to prevent such cases of abuse from occurring in the future.   
I have gained an enhanced comprehension and level of respect for various multi-agency roles, which has also helped me to expand my knowledge, with regards to the importance of responsibility and accountability.
In addition to this, I have since downloaded the Wales Safeguarding Procedures App, to keep up to date with any modifications to laws, regulations, or advancements in safeguarding practice, and I will utilise this, in addition to my research expertise and what I have learned in theory, to work in partnership effectively, recognise and respond immediately to child abuse if required, provide a higher level of care and protection to vulnerable children, and respond professionally and safely to safeguarding concerns. 
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