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introduction

This essay will be focusing on describing feminism, it will be looking at the various types such as radical, liberal, cultural, ecofeminism and black feminism, it will define how these different types of feminism fight for equality in different ways and what issues they focused on and goals they wished to achieve. it will give a short history of feminism, when it started and what has been achieved because of it by looking at the waves of feminism. And looking at topics such as male feminists and postmodern feminism. The conclusion of this essay will describe how feminism has influenced today’s society.

The Definition of Feminism

[bookmark: _Hlk4068250]The term feminism is very straightforward meaning advocating for equality for men and women, To define feminism is that it is a political, economic movement focusing on establishing equality for all women, feminists believe that men and women should be equal in all aspects. Feminism campaigns and continues to campaign for women’s rights. While politics is an important part of feminism, feminism itself is the fight for women to be equal to men in society in all aspects such as social rights, respect and equality in all opportunities in society and in the workplace. While this is seemingly simple enough many people misunderstand what feminism is and what it is actually trying to achieve some of these discrepancies mainly come from there being different types of feminists that fight for equality in different ways. But feminism main focus has always been a movement that seeks justice for women and fights for equality.

The Different Types of Feminism

Radical feminism
One of the more extreme types of feminism is radical feminism, radical feminist’s belief that society is patriarchy and that men are the oppressors of women one of the main differences of radical feminism and other types of feminism is that it doesn’t focus on fighting for equal rights for men and women. It is thought that radical feminists wanted to completely eliminate traditional gender roles. Radical feminism is the most criticised type of feminism often thought this type of feminist resorts to violence and seeks to divide rather than gain equality some might say radical feminism is a hate movement.
Radical feminism emerged in the 1960s from the civil rights movement and the second wave of feminism, radical feminists began to change the way they fought for their beliefs than the other types of feminists, they believed that the whole social and political system should be dismantled and then rebuilt.
One of the most known protests by radical feminists was in 1968, where radical feminist a group known as the New York radical women protested at the Miss America pageant stating that the pageant promoted an impossible standard of beauty for women and that this was objectifying all women. Another issue with the pageant was that activists considered it as being racist for there had never been a black woman as Miss America. These protesters threw feminine products such as bras, false eyelashes and Playboy magazines into a "freedom trashcan".
Liberal feminism
Liberal feminists advocate for equal rights for men and women socially and politically, liberal feminists believe that all women have a place in society and deserve to have the same rights as men. Some of the main issues liberal feminists fought for are equal pay for male and female workers, abortion rights, educational rights and voting rights but the main goal for liberal feminists is equality of the sexes in every aspect.
Cultural feminism
Cultural feminism Is the belief that not only should women be equal to men but that women should actually be seen as superior to men, cultural feminists feel that women have unique qualities that make them more of an asset to society than men so society would not be able to function without women.
Ecofeminism
Ecofeminism is a term that links ecology to feminism combining ecological concerns with feminist concerns regarding both as resulting from a male domination of society. This form of feminism developed in the 1970s.
Marxist feminism
Marxist feminists believe that the working class woman is being exploited by both capitalism and patriarchy. Marxist feminists don’t just want gender equality they see social class as equal importance. These feminists believe that capitalism is to blame for there not being equality between working-class men and women and that if this system was to be removed it would solve the issues of inequality of the sexes.
Black feminism
In the 1960s black feminism began this was in response to the racism of the first feminism movement which stated that white women should have the right to vote because of their high education but also stating that black women wouldn’t be able to make an informed decision because they couldn’t access the same education. In between the 1970s and 1980s, black feminists started to form various groups that addressed the role of black women in black liberation, gay liberation and the second wave of feminism. Some critics of black feminism state that this would damage the impact of the feminist movement overall.

The History of Feminism
Throughout history women have struggled to obtain the rights and respect equal to men, through history women were thought of as lesser and not nearly as important as men. When looking back through history there is somewhat a belief that in some way men are superior to women and have the power and rights to control and dominate women. In the 1800s a woman’s place was seen as having to be in the household their only role was as a housewife and a mother if a woman was unmarried she was the property of her father and married women were seen as the property of their husband. A woman didn’t have the right to file for divorce or have custody of their children. The thought of marital rape was unheard of as this would have required women of this time to actually have the power to make their own choices and be seen as an equal part of society which at this time they were not.

The waves of feminism

First wave feminism
First wave feminism was a movement that took place in the late 19th and early 20th century with the women’s suffrage movement, first wave feminists sought to address the legal inequalities between women and men, they were also fighting to secure women’s voting rights which they eventually did get granted the right for women to vote. The first country to grant the right for women to vote was New Zealand in 1983. In 1918 the UK parliament granted the right to vote to women over 30 who owned property. In America, in 1920 the 19th amendment was passed which acknowledged that women have a right to vote.
These feminist campaigners were known as suffragists they were first called this in 1906, they had fought for decades to secure the voting rights for women in the United Kingdom. One of the most famous feminists of this time was Emmeline Pankhurst, her and her daughter Christabelle decided that they were going to take action with the women’s social and political union which was founded by Emmeline Pankhurst in 1903, they started to publicise their cause by women staging demonstrations by chaining themselves to railings, smashing windows, starting fires, damaging public property and regularly protesting. Their protest rallies started to attract huge numbers in 1908 the liberal government remained the same which caused the suffragettes to plan a rush on parliament where over 60,000 people were included. This rush on parliament saw Emmeline Pankhurst jailed as a result. In 1918 parliament passed the qualification of women and secured the right to vote for all women over the age of 21, Then in 1928, the representation of people act was passed this giving women the same rights to vote equal to men.
The first wave of feminism played a vital part in giving women basic legal rights, however this does not mean first wave feminists didn’t have their faults, white women that were campaigning for the woman’s right to vote were claiming that they should have the right because of their political awareness and upper-class education so this what would make them equal voters and help them make an informed decision, but excluded black women with the thoughts that they wouldn’t be able to make an informed decision because they didn’t have access to the same higher education as white women, this racism was why first wave feminists were seen as narrowminded and were critiqued for their racism and classism which really was a hindrance to this feminist movement.

[bookmark: _Hlk4274100]“I come to ask you to help to win this fight. If we win it, this hardest of all fights, then, to be sure, in the future, it is going to be made easier for women all over the world to win their fight when their time comes.”

[bookmark: _Hlk4400946] (Emmeline Pankhurst, 1913, Freedom or death speech, Hartford, Connecticut)

Second wave feminism
Between the 1960s and 1980s was the Second wave of feminism with the focus being on discrimination and equality while the suffragettes had focused on the fight for the right for women to vote the second wave of feminists were focussing on the issues such as rape, domestic violence, reproductive rights and issues in the workplace. The slogan used for the second wave of feminism was “The Personal is Political” this was to identify women’s cultural and political inequalities and was to encourage women to understand that their personal lives reflected on the power structure of society. An important woman of this wave of feminism was Betty Friedman, in 1963 she brought out her book named The Feminine Mystique, which criticised the idea that women were only able to find life fulfilment by having children and being the homemaker, Betty Friedman believe that women believing that this was the only way to live a fulfilled life was causing them to lose their own identity.
In 1960 the United States approved the birth control pill which was to help women in their liberation, The United Kingdom approved the contraceptive pill in 1961 but when it was first introduced it was only available to married women this did not change until 1967. While the drug was being thought off as revolutionary and liberating for women feminist’s started to bring up the health risks for women by having to take the contraceptive pill feminists seen this as just another way of control over women’s lives, with questions such as why should birth control just be a women’s responsibility, a growing number of women started to believe that this was proof that personal was political.
An important issue second wave feminist wanted to campaign against was the issue of equal employment and equal pay, at this time if a woman was to have a job it would only be a low skill type of job such as a receptionist. These were underpaid jobs because they were women doing them and couldn’t be earning as much as men in society. The stereotype in this old-fashioned society was that men had to earn a higher wage because they were the breadwinners of the family, second wave feminists seen this as unfair and decided that they had to take action. They did not want the stereotypical label of a housewife that depended on their husband. The issue of equal pay was thought to be gained from this wave of feminism

“In almost every professional field, in business and in the arts and sciences, women are still treated as second-class citizens. It would be a great service to tell girls who plan to work in society to expect this subtle, uncomfortable discrimination--tell them not to be quiet, and hope it will go away, but fight it. A girl should not expect special privileges because of her sex, but neither should she "adjust" to prejudice and discrimination”
[bookmark: _Hlk4279722](Betty Friedan, 1963, The Feminine Mystique)

Third wave feminism
third wave feminism began in the mid-1990s, although third wave feminists had significant advantages from the legal rights obtained by the first and second wave feminists they felt that there were many things left unfinished from the first and second waves of feminism. At this time a lot of women seen feminism as something that was in the past they didn’t want to be called feminists because it was seen as a man-hating culture. Third wave feminists were in fact much more inclusive to all women white women and women of colour than the first wave and the second wave had been. Women now wanted their sexuality to be a source of self-expression and power.
Early 20th-century literature became a new form of female self-expression and aspiration. Simone de Beauvoir a French writer and feminist rethought the gender construct this new thinking paved the wave for the second wave of modern western feminism. Activists were fighting against workplace discrimination, segregated employment ads and the abortion laws. These feminists also fought for equal pay and women’s financial independence. At this time was the Miss America protests, where traditional beauty was being challenged. This wave of feminism did have its critics, with some writers stating that they were postfeminist with the argument that the feminist movement was old fashioned and wasn’t going to be useful anymore. Already established feminists from an earlier generation were making the argument that younger women were not actually adding anything of substance to the feminist movement. Some female artists of this time started to challenge the perception of women in society by using their song lyrics and the outfits they chose to wear to encourage self-expression and the right of freedom of speech for women.

Male feminists
Even though a lot of women of today's society don’t want to be known as a feminist with the thought that it is just a man-hating culture, there are actually many men that describe themselves as male feminists, these men believe that the only solution for men and women to be equal is if both women and men stand up and join forces to fight for social, intellectual, economic, educational, individual and political equality.

Postmodern feminism
Postmodern feminism is the feminist theory that combines postmodern and post-structuralist theories, postmodern feminism distinguishes itself from other types of feminism such as radical feminism and liberal feminism. This type of feminism accepted all races, genders, and sexuality as a way to reinforce the roles in society. It is most common that the people that use the term postmodern feminism are the people that were against the whole concept of feminism. In today's modern society, postmodern feminism shows that women’s rights are seen as what they should be and gives the impression that old fashioned traditional feminism is actually no longer needed. Postmodern feminism consider just how far society has come with starting to obtain equal rights for men and women

Feminism today
Many people today believe we are currently in the fourth wave of feminism, with the thoughts that the fourth wave started in 2012 with the focus being on body shaming, rape and the sexual harassment of women. One of the biggest movements of this time is the me-too movement this campaign gained attention in 2017 when victims were coming forward that were claiming that Harvey Weinstein had been sexually harassing and sexually assaulting women for years in the film industry, with these victims coming forward in made way for other victims of a sexual assault or that had been sexually harassed to share their own experiences on social media. It was reported that the me-too campaign had been shared nearly a million times in the first 48 hours in a global show of female solidarity.


[bookmark: _GoBack]"Why has feminist become such an unpopular word? I think it is right I am paid the same as my male counterparts. I think it is right that I should make decisions about my own body. I think it is right that women be involved on my behalf in the policies and decisions that affect my life. I think it is right that socially, I am afforded the same respect as men."
[bookmark: _Hlk4349214]
(Emma Watson, 2014, HeForShe Campaign speech, New York)


Conclusion
To conclude this essay the feminist movement of today does show improvement toward equality of men and women, in fact, people now have the choice to change their gender if they want to. There is a lot of confusion of the term feminism the reason for this is over time feminism is becoming something that a lot of people believe is about hating men when really the definition of feminism is the belief that men and women should have equal rights and opportunities. A lot of people think that we are currently in the fourth wave of feminism which is focussing on sexual harassment and rape culture. There are a lot of negative views on feminism but undoubtedly feminism has created a better life for women in society. There are a large number of people that think of feminism as a thing of the past because the patriarchal system no longer exists, A lot has been gained from the feminist movements but the fight for equality of the sexes still has a long way to go.
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