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Introduction

What is Vulnerability?
According to the oxford dictionary (2022), vulnerability is somebody who regardless of age and sex, who is easily hurt both physically and emotionally, due to their weakness. When we think of someone’s weakness, the first thought of the majority, is of a fragile baby or child. Which requires one hundred percent (100%) and is one hundred percent (100%) weak and completely vulnerable.  However, vulnerability also include those vulnerabilities that are not visible to the naked eye, such as adults who are not able to take care of themselves, because of various factors experienced in their childhood, which has had a negative impact on them as an adult with mental illness. According to The Office of Health Improvement and Disparities (2022) Adults are shaped by their childhood supportive family influences which form the protective environment for development.  The lack of this along with various other factors, resulting in a negative impact on their physical and mental wellbeing.

Family adversity in the U K
The Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2022) has estimated the cost of late interventions at £16.6 Billion a year. Costs that could be considerably less in dealing with vulnerabilities in the families and communities earlier, through creating and promoting a healthy and supportive environment by providing early preventative services.
The Case Study
Troubled families: Wandsworth (The Issues)
The mother of 0ne, who is unemployed has been a victim of severe domestic violence over a sustained period of time. This resulting in her mental health and wellbeing to deteriorate. Which has affected both mother and child’s basic needs of health and education. The neglect of the child resulting in placement with grandparents, whilst the family was being assessed by Wandsworth social services.



Main factors
What is domestic violence?
It is, as it is said. It is domestic, with the offender in the home and the victim usually is the wife or partner. According to Refuge (2022), the abuse can be physical, emotional, psychological, sexual, and financial. That violence is also known as gender-based violence, which in the vast majority of cases is perpetrated by men against women, which is unacceptable. However, since the covid -19 pandemic there has been an increase in violence against men by women, in the domestic setting.  According to the Mankind Initiative (2022), based on statistics from, The Office of National Statistics, showed every year that one in three victims of domestic violence were men, equating to 757.000 men. That put domestic abuse crimes recorded by the police at 26% being committed against men. However, most of the domestic violence cases that were reported was against women.
Mental Health Issues
The severe domestic violence the mother endured at the hands of her ex-partner, is what caused her mental health to deteriorate, and as this went on for a sustained period. This resulted in her parenting becoming poor. This ultimately led to unintentional general neglect of her son’s welfare, health, and educational needs. 

Impact on the family
The impact of domestic violence, hits hard on all members of families, who witness the violence or are at the brunt of it, just like this case in Wandsworth.  According to the NSPCC (2022), police made almost 245.000 referrals to social services for domestic abuse between 2020/21.  This equates to an average 669 child protection referrals a day, an increase of 8% on the previous year.  The fear is that this is the tip of the iceberg.




Mental health/Neglect 
The impact of domestic violence on this mother, clearly has had a dominos effect on both the mother and child. The persistent, severe domestic violence, which led to her poor physical and mental health, culminating in her being unable to function as a responsible parent, with regards to the child’s welfare, and educational needs.  The fact that her relationship with her family was strained, left her with no direct support, and on one occasion neglected her son for 6 hours, due to domestic violence.  These factors, inevitably resulting in her son being placed with his grandparents whilst the social services assessed the family. The police wanted to bring charges for domestic violence, but perhaps because the sustained abuse, she lacked trust in all professionals.

Interventions and results
The social services at Wandsworth took effective action once the referral was made to them.  The most important issue being to safeguard the child. Additionally, in doing so they adhered to the children’s act of (1989) and (2004), by placing the child with family as the mother was unable to care for her child, with the grandparents. The family worker understood the mother’s mistrust of professionals and explained to her that she was there to help, and that they needed to work together for the return of her son and a return to normal life. Through the support of the family worker over a period of 4 weeks. A routine was established for the mother and son. These small steps slowly brought back the mother’s confidence to being the responsible mother she once was. Clearly the intervention process worked in safeguarding the child, from the initial referral (where social services have 1 day to decide on the course of action), through to the assessment of the family and placing the child with other family members, capable of caring for the child. Action for support then turned to the mother, until she was well enough physically and mentally to care for her child. These positive outcomes continued with the support of the family worker to address her concerns about her health and employment needs. To which she now is now on anti-depressives and has referred to a job centre worker, whilst volunteering at the local primary school. She is also being assisted by social services to be rehoused as her ex-partner who was imprisoned for trauma, has been released and lives around the corner from her. 



Policy and Legislation 
The statutory guidance from HM Government (2018) on safeguarding children, is an important legislation which brings multi-agencies together to safeguard children. This also means inter-agency cooperation in promoting and safeguarding children. This being a child centred approach primarily but also inclusion of the family.  Although the inter-agency cooperation in the children’s act of 2004 section 10 says it’s the duty of the local authorities to make arrangements between itself and organisations, and agencies to improve the wellbeing of the children in its boundaries. This in effect bringing together the local authority, clinical commissioning groups and the chief of police in the area. All reaffirmed in the safeguarding policy (2018). The then parliamentary under-secretary of state for children and families Nadim Zahawi MP (2018), who emphasized the importance of agencies, organisations and practitioners working together, and that they must individually and collectively work together to safeguard children and young people.

Conclusion and Recommendations
This case study shows that Wandsworth council is at the forefront when it comes to safeguarding children. Wandsworth council (2019) launched a safeguarding partnership, jointly led by the police, clinical commission, and the council (WSCP). To protect children and young people in Wandsworth from harm, abuse, neglect, and exploitation. Bronfenbrenner’s ecological theory (1977), showed the importance of the environment a child is brought up in. The influences, and more importantly the need to safeguard children from such negative experiences such as domestic violence, and harm. As this will inevitably affect their development. Equally as important is Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs (1954), in that the mother was unable to satisfy her sons basic needs of food, health and a safe/stable family home. Maslow’s theory suggests that the lower levels of needs must be accomplished to progress to the highest level of self-actualization. However, the mother with support has improved her and her son’s situation but must be constantly aware of the dangers of negative environments for herself, but more so for her son.
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