


This assignment will be split into two parts. The first part will be this supporting paper, and part two will be delivered in the form of a PowerPoint presentation. The subject surrounding this assignment will be on the topic surrounding the decriminalisation of drugs in the UK, and what would be the possible implications it could have on the Criminal Justice System and British society. This supporting paper will focus on the history of the laws surrounding drugs in the UK and why they were introduced, and this paper will talk about the implications decriminalising could have on the Criminal Justice System. The second part PowerPoint presentation will focus on the implications decriminalising drugs could have on British society. 
Reuter & Stevens (2007) stated that prior to 1916, drugs had almost no legal regulation in the UK, and the most common choices of drugs at the time were opium and cocaine substances. Post 1916, concerns about the manufacturing and consumption of these drugs in Britain were starting to cause concerns, particularly among British soldiers who were returning from the First World War in 1918. The consumption and distribution of drugs such as morphine, marijuana and cannabis were then criminalised in the 1920s under the Dangerous Drugs Act 1920, but some substances were legally prescribed by doctors to treat some patients. 
One of the early pieces of legislation surrounding drugs in the UK was the Drugs (Prevention of Misuse) Act 1964, which according to UK Parliament (2022), was introduced with the intention to stop all the growing concerns around Britain and the social effects of cannabis, which there had been an increase of arrests for the possession of the drug, particularly among university students. The act had also added amphetamines to the list. An updated piece of this legislation is the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. Department of Health (2021) states that the primary purpose of this act is to put a stop to the misuse of the controlled substances and was able to accomplish this by introducing a total banning on supplying, possession, importing, exporting, and manufacturing the controlled substances.
In present day society in the UK, the Ministry of Justice (2020) states that it is still a criminal offence to either take, carry, manufacture, sell, deal, or share drugs. The criminal penalty depends on the class of the drugs involved. For example, a Class A drug (includes; cocaine, crack, heroine, LSD) could get you up to seven years in prison for possession, and up to life in prison for manufacturing and selling. Class B drugs (includes;  amphetamines, cannabis, ketamine) could get you up to five years for possession, and up to 14 years for manufacturing and selling. Class C drugs (includes; steroids, benzos, GHB) could get you up to 2 years for possession and up to 14 years for manufacturing and selling.
As all this legislations shows, drugs are heavily regulated in the UK and so buying, selling or making the drugs will put you in big trouble with the law. However, some readers might think that these drug laws and regulations are excessive that need a second thought, while other readers might believe these laws and penalties are reasonable. The next section of this paper will discuss whether drugs should or should not be decriminalised in the UK, and what the implications would have on the criminal justice system.
One possible reason why some readers might believe drugs should be decriminalised in the UK could be to help reduce crime rates. For example, Chand (2007) makes a point about how in the Netherlands, where drugs are decriminalised, drug addicts are treated as patients instead of criminals, as a result, there is now a low number of registered people addicted to hard drugs, and many had been successfully rehabilitated that they were able to get jobs. This information could influence some readers into believing that decriminalising drugs would have a positive effect on the criminal justice system because there could be much fewer crimes such as burglaries, muggings, breaking and entering, which are sometimes committed by drug addicts who need the money for their next hit, which would then be unlikely to happen if the government instead focuses on rehabilitation instead of punishments towards addicts.
Another possible reason why some readers might want drugs to be decriminalised in the UK could be to help save the government money being spent on prisons. For example, the Drug Policy Alliance (2020) states that, in the United States, over 25% of the prison population are prisoners who were convicted by harsh US legal drug laws and consequences, and if the US government were to decriminalise drugs then the prison population would be significantly reduced and therefore there would be a lot less money spent on the prisons.
For comparison, Allen & Turnnicliffe (2021) state that, as of 2019, approximately 16% of the prison population in the UK are prisoners convicted of drug-related offences. This could convince some readers that decriminalising drugs could reduce the prison population in Britain and, as a result, the British government will save a lot of money on looking after prisoners, and also recruiting more prison officers. MacLeod (2020) states that it costs, on average, approximately £240 a day to look after one prisoner, in an average total of £87,647 an inmate per year, as of 2020.    
However, some readers might think that decriminalising drugs in the UK is a bad idea and could have a negative effect on the criminal justice system. One possible example could be that if drugs were decriminalised, then more people would be interested in trying the drugs out for themselves, which could have a negative impact on their state of mind. Wilson (1990) claims that illegal drugs can increase crime rates because some substances such as cocaine and amphetamines can stimulate users to behave more violent and aggressive, and ultimately decriminalisation will not prevent users from becoming addicted, similar to alcohol, and could increase the likelihood of users becoming more prone to violence, which would result in violent criminal offences.
Another possible reason why some readers might be against the decriminalisation of drugs in the UK could be because making drugs illegal could help reduce the loss of lives. Better Health (2017) states that drugs can have a lot of negative effects on both your body and mind, they can cause long-term health problems including; cancer, HIV/AIDS heart diseases, depression, and death if a user overdoses. The fact that drugs are illegal could make people less likely to try them than if they were decriminalised, and as a result, there could be an increase of users being admitted into hospital for health problems relating to drug consumption if they are decriminalised, and would therefore be putting a bigger strain on the Nation Health Service.
Full Fact (2012) supports the argument that decriminalising drugs would increase crime rates and drug-related heal issues. They specifically refer to the country Portugal for their argument. Portugal decriminalised drugs in 2001, and from the years 2001-2007, the rates of homicide in Portugal had increased by 40%. Another problem is the slight increase of HIV and AIDS infections post-2001. The percentage of AIDS and HIV infections in Portugal in 2001 was said to be approximately 13%, and in 2009 had increased to 17%. As a result, some readers might believe that the decriminalisation in Portugal is a negative thing because of these increases in homicide and HIV/AIDS infections, and therefore the UK should not follow suit. However, it should be noted that Full Fact (2012) does not provide any substantial evidence to prove that the percentage increases in Portugal were a direct result of the decriminalisation of drugs in the country, there could have been other factors and influences for the increases.    
In conclusion, based on all of the evidence gathered, decriminalising drugs in the UK would most likely have a positive effect on the criminal justice system. Decriminalising would likely decrease the rates of convictions and the prison population, which could also save the government a lot of money each year in housing each inmate and having to spend money recruiting more prison officers in order to handle the overcrowded prisons. Some might say that the UK should be like the Netherlands by focusing on rehabilitating addicts and getting them help with securing employment and staying off the substances, which seems to be working effectively in the Netherlands. Another possible thing the government should do is to put reasonable protective regulations in place in regards to the selling and distribution of the drugs, such as having a strict limit on the amount a person can buy at one time and also have quality control regulations in the manufacturing of drugs, in order to reduce the likelihood of users either overdosing or developing long-term health problems. The next part, the PowerPoint and video presentation, will focus on the effects decriminalisation of drugs could have on British society.        
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