Analysis of Results

Introduction 

Referring to my previous chapter of research methodology and literature review, I demonstrated the limited gap in the research between perpetrators of violence and the links of adverse childhood experiences. In this chapter the aim is to analyse data gathered through a qualitative method. This was executed by interviewing four persons from various backgrounds in policing and schools that have experience with working with perpetrators of violence and adverse childhood experiences. The objective of this chapter is to analyse the primary research method of interviews.

Data Analysis
Demographic
A semi-structured interview was carried out with four participants, all linked in some way to the objectives of the research. The persons interviewed and their demography can be linked below:
1. A Domestic Abuse Officer aged 65 with 35 years’ service.
2. A Response Officer aged 45 with 20 years’ service. 
3. An Adverse Childhood Experiences’ Officer aged 33 with 10 years’ service. 
4. A Secondary School Teacher aged 28 with 7 years’ experience.
This provided a broad range of data for analysis and allowed a multi-agency response to be looked at.  The sample was a purposive sample and was chosen to allow opinions to be compared and noted as per the aims of the research methodology chapter. The identity of the participants was protected throughout to ensure no data protection breaches and that their anonymity was protected. 
Interview
The interview was structured to ensure it linked to the objectives of the proposal:
1.	Analyse official statistics relating to domestic violence figures.
2.	Evaluate the link between adverse childhood experiences and domestic violence through existing research.
3.	Identify the police outlook on perpetrators of domestic violence and the links to ACEs.
4.	Suggest a strategy to improve this outlook.
This semi-structured interview was undertaken with a mixture of open and closed questions and can be found in the appendix. Data was collected via ‘Voice Memos’ whilst notes were also taken during the interview. The information was then transcribed and will be analysed via themes to pick out any correlations in the responses. Full questions can be found in the Appendix 1.1. Full transcriptions can be found attached to the appendix. 

Results 
Within this chapter the results of each theme will be analysed and linked back to the objectives. 
Theme 1
Evaluate the link between adverse childhood experiences and domestic violence. 
	Participant Number
	Link between ACEs and domestic violence? 
	Government and other partner agencies do enough to prevent ACES?
	COVID-19 impact on domestic violence?

	1- Domestic Abuse Officer
	YES
	YES
	YES

	2- Response Officer
	YES
	NO
	NO

	3- Early Intervention PCSO
	YES
	YES
	YES

	4- Teacher

	YES
	NO
	YES



The results in the table above show a clear correlation between adverse childhood experiences and domestic violence. All four participants identified the link between ACEs and domestic violence. For example, the Response Officer (2) stated that the majority of people dealt with in correlation to domestic violence ‘came from broken homes’ with ‘a lot of their parents having been in prison’. Furthermore, the Domestic Abuse Officer (1) explained the link as being the witnessing of domestic abuse from a young age, allowing the perpetrator to believe that this violence was acceptable. All four also believed that the patterns of behaviour associated with domestic violence correlated to ACEs. Participant 3, whose job involves early intervention, mentioned the effects of substance misuse then impacting children later in school which has a detrimental effect and leads to them either witnessing domestic violence or committing violent acts themselves. However, ACEs was not the only contributing factor to the perpetration of domestic violence from these interviews. Both participants who had links to the education sector identified a variety of other factors that they believed linked, highlighting within this theme that ACEs are linked but are not the only cause of violence perpetration. Participants 3 and 4 were strongly suggestive of the impact of COVID-19 including lockdowns turning previously happy households into ones which were ‘hostile’. Participant 4 whose outlook was valuable due to their direct work in a school, gave information on how the lack of intervention from school had an impact as pupils spent a considerable amount of time at home without teacher of adult interaction, both of which they believed had an impact on the amount of violent behaviour. 
Theme 2
Identify the police outlook on perpetrators of domestic violence and the links to ACEs.
The first three participants in the interview all gave their valuable outlook as serving or previous police officers. All three believed that ACEs had the biggest impact on domestic violence from their experience. The Response Officer who has 15 years plus experience in dealing with violence from the reporting to the arrest stage was clear in his belief that children he witnessed had grown up into adults who committed violence- the link was evident. The behaviours linked to this included drug taking and involvement in volatile relationships. A key trigger all three police officers identified was also the link between ACEs, violence and drugs and alcohol, an interesting result that appeared in the interviews. Drugs and alcohol witnessed as a child then identifies itself later in violent and anti-social behaviour among offenders showing a correlation. When asked to identify the causes of domestic violence, all three did identify ACEs as the prevalent cause but it is interesting to note that all three did not just blame ACEs showing that the police outlook is not purely focused on this but a multi-faceted view of domestic violence. This in itself is positive to show the police understanding of the nuances of domestic violence perpetration and highlights a positive approach to the dealing of this, which is what this dissertation is focused upon. The witnessing of violence from older sibling was a recurring theme also, and notably participant 3, noted that the majority of this violence is committed by the son towards the mother, perhaps linking to ACEs but also the impact of power struggles and divides within the household. 

Theme 3
Suggest a strategy to improve this outlook.
All participants were also asked their opinion of the government and multi-agency approach to dealing with ACEs and any adverse effects and whether or not these agencies do enough. Combining this with the police approach in theme two allows a strategy to be developed in dealing with this going forward, a theme which will be discussed in more detail when concluding this dissertation. All four identified a lack of communication between multi-agencies relating to ACEs and violence especially between schools, social services and the police. Participant 4 mentioned how social services reports are given to schools to show awareness of ACEs and adverse experiences within the home life yet this often goes no further. For example, a pupil may present violent behaviour in the classroom and at home yet this is not reported back to social services and if it is, it is not then logged with the police showing a lack of multi-agency reporting across the board. The Early Intervention Officer believed that a strategy to deal with this would be to instead of reducing the time in school for pupils who show signs of violence via a reduced timetable, instead the police should be contacted earlier on to offer support and to not allow them more time at home with those parents whom they are witnessing the negative behaviour of. The overall strategy spoken of by all four participants and also evident within the literature review to close this gap between ACEs and domestic violence was to increase the level of communication and accountability across agencies and ensure a solid system of reporting and recording behaviours before they can escalate into domestic violence in later life. This strategy will be expanded upon in the conclusion and further recommendations suggested. 
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Appendix 
1.1 Interview Questions

1. What age bracket are you? 

18-25
26-35
36-45
46-55
60+

2. How long have you worked in the police service? 

Under 3 years
3-7 Years
8-11 Years
12-16 Years 
Over 17 Years
Not in the police service 

3. In your role can you tell me your experiences with people perpetrating domestic violence?

4. Explain to me the main causes you think why people perpetrate domestic violence?

5. Within your experience of persons perpetrating violence what sort of patterns of behaviour do you see?

 


6. In your role can you tell me about your experiences with people that have been subject to adverse childhood experiences (ACES)?


7. What issues and behaviours do you think persons develop from being subject of ACES?

8. Do you believe that people with ACES are more likely to perpetrate violence and if so, why?

9. Do you believe that people with ACES are more likely to commit crime and why?

10. Do you think that the government and other partner agencies do enough to prevent ACES and if not, why? 


11. What other reasons do you think that people perpetrate violence?


12. Do you think Covid-19 has played a part in domestic violence cases and ACES?

13. In your opinion, what strategy would be best placed to reduce the impact of ACEs on domestic violence perpetration and why?



