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	STUDENT ID No.: 2320026

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:  All bark no bite, are police dog teams perceived to be worth the money?   

INTRODUCTION:

Researching the topic of dog units in urban crime is worth researching as a dissertation topic as in the field of policing research tends to fall under the categories of stop and search, criminal rehabilitation and youth offending. The subject of dog units in an under-researched area, which will allow research in this area to stand out. Additionally, the topic will allow theory to come into practice, as research into relevant concepts such as the broken window theory can be explored. The subject is particularly relevant for an undergraduate dissertation because it is timely in public discourse, especially following the BBC undercover Panorama investigation at Charing Cross. The discussion surrounding police use of force is currently prominent, and exploring the role of dog units offers insight into an underexplored aspect of policing practice.  

The deployment of police dog units was established in the United Kingdom during the 1950s, providing approximately 75 years of data and statistics for analysis within this dissertation. The use of these units has evolved from their initial application during civil unrest in the 1950s to their current roles in locating missing persons and executing warrants. 












	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The Aim for this research is to evaluate the effectiveness of police dog units in reducing crime rates in urban environments. In order to achieve this, aim I will take the steps to research the matter and evaluate relevant data as set out by governing bodies of the police such as government surveys and other research that has been complete on the topic. These steps will also be utilised in achieving the aim of crime statistics of dog unit deployment in comparison to non-dog unit deployment. 

To achieve my objective of examining which types of crimes police dog units are most effective in addressing, I will conduct a survey with officers from Gwent Police. This will allow me to gather firsthand insights into their perceptions of how police dogs are currently utilized, how their deployment could be improved, and the types of crime where police dogs are most effective.

To accomplish the fourth objective, which is to explore the opinions of police officers and the public regarding dog units in urban areas, a questionnaire will be distributed to both members of the public and police officers. This approach will facilitate a clearer understanding of perceptions surrounding dog units from both stakeholders.





	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Hoyt, M. (2024) examines the advantages and disadvantages of whether police dogs are a cost-effective investment for law enforcement agencies, considering expenses related to training, deployment, and officer allowances. The article also discusses the legal considerations associated with police dog use, weighing whether these factors justify the costs incurred. This publication provides compelling arguments that support the ongoing evaluation of this topic, contributing to the broader research conducted in this area.

Busch, B.T. (2023) focuses their research on police dogs within the field of forensic investigation. This study emphasizes the emerging applications of police dogs, offering valuable insights into their evolving role. This perspective provides an interesting standpoint on the use of police dogs and will facilitate my evaluation of their function in contemporary law enforcement.

Brady, K. et al. (2018). This publication examines the long-term success of working police dogs. It provides a foundation for further research, built upon previous studies. However, there is a gap in the existing research regarding the short-term performance of police dogs. Addressing this gap will allow me to conduct my own investigation.

Upon reviewing the literature related to the topic of this dissertation, it is evident that numerous articles and books are available to support further research in this area. However, there appears to be a limited amount of research specifically examining the cost-effectiveness of police dogs. This dissertation aims to conduct its own research by building upon the sources mentioned above to contribute to this gap in the literature.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research methods for this dissertation will involve conducting surveys distributed to members of the general public in addition to police officers. This approach will help gather diverse opinions on the subject in a manner that is fair and reliable, with minimal influence from other participants. This method is well-suited for the study, as it allows for efficient collection of data.

Other research methods were considered for this study, such as interviews with members of the public and police officers. However, this raised concerns regarding the project's time frame, as approximately 30 interviews would be necessary. Consequently, it was deemed more practical to proceed with conducting these interviews.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target sample for this research will consist of 17 individuals. The study will include at least 2 dog handlers and 15 police officers. These participants will be invited to complete a questionnaire provided by the researcher, with the same set of questions administered to all to ensure a fair and consistent evaluation of the subject. This sampling method is considered appropriate for obtaining objective and honest insights.

Among the participants, at least two of these will be a dog handler. The inclusion of a dog handler is important, as this officer possesses specialized expertise in the field of dog handling, providing valuable professional insight on the topic. This perspective will enhance the research by offering an informed, insider view on dog handling in urban environments.




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The research should not have any ethical issues. 

All officers including dog handlers will remain anonymous 

	TIME SCALE:

I will conduct a literacy review for my proposal; this will be complete by the 26.01.2026

I will the start conducting my research methodology by the 01.02.2026 and have the research gathered by the 28.02.2026. 

I will have the results analysed by the 28.03.2026

I will have the full dissertation submitted and complete by the 29.06.2026. 
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