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[bookmark: _Toc119061623]Preparing for Higher Education
In modern policing in the UK, it is vital for aspiring officers to prepare for further education. Where getting a degree isn’t the only way of joining the police, at the very least you will achieve the same level 6 through the policing degree apprenticeship, keeping a standard through the 3 entry paths for modern police officers (UCAS, no date).  According to joiningthepolice.co.uk (no date), the only entry that does not require you to work towards your level 6 qualification is the IPLDP traditional entry; however, this route is being phased out by April 2023. Where there is a necessity for an aspiring constable to develop practical skills that they will use when working, the professional body that recognizes degree entries have decided that the development of intellectual skills reigns just as important, with universities being one of the best options for individuals to acquire and then develop these skills while working towards a level 6 qualification (Bottomley, Pryjmachuk and Wright, 2019). Coming into the modern world of policing, there have been massive developments regarding the growing relationships between police forces and HE institutions throughout both England and Wales. Going forward where these forces are looking at, HE institutions to provide degrees for those aspiring to work in policing with the eventual phasing out of conventional means of entry (Hallenberg and Cockcroft, 2017). These close-knit relationships, along with career path means that unlike many civilian professions, the ability to move into the police force without prior work experience is accepted, along with universities such as my own providing opportunities with police forces to work in roles such as Special Constables due to the links that they have (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2022).
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Becoming a Digital Learner.
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https://youtu.be/n0ZymACAqzI
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My start this year was a little different to many on the course due to me transferring a few weeks into the term from a different course and university. I started doing Engineering; however, I did not get along with that as my education has a background in Public Services. Because of this, coming into policing, despite being slightly behind, I have found the transition well as I have a history with the topic putting me in a better starting position compared to those who may have started from courses such as A Levels. So far, my biggest struggle has been getting to grips with Harvard referencing. Harvard referencing is a author/date style of referencing (The University of Sheffield, No Date). Where I can do the references, I find myself having to refer to online resources to help me due to the different ways that you reference each information source depending on its type. As for the main content of the course, I feel that my memory is being tested as I learn new legislation with my class while at the same time trying to catch up on what I’ve missed. One example of this is the use of the acronym GOWISELY which outlines what an officer should be telling a suspect prior to conducting a stop and search. According to the College of Policing (2022), knowledge of why an officer is deciding or performing an action will see a higher likelihood that it is accepted by the individual, making GOWISELY an important thing to learn. I also have an up-and-coming assessment at the time of writing this in which I must role-play a stop and search, proving that I know GOWISELY for going forward into the future. As for the writing element of the course, I am not struggling whatsoever. Throughout my public services BTEC I was assessed through coursework for the duration where I wrote to a high standard and was able to achieve a very good grade.
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