METHODOLOGY 
3.1 Introduction
Within this chapter the methodology will be explored in reference to obtaining police officers perception on body worn video cameras when in attendance at domestic violence related incidents. There are objectives to this study, and these will be listed below, these include: 
· To select the most appropriate method of research to explore and understand the views of Police Officers and supervisors on their perception of body worn video cameras when attending at domestic related incidents. 
· To explore police officers’ perception on body worn video at domestic related incidents in relation to the interaction of victims. 
· To explore police officers’ perception on body worn video at domestic related incidents in relation to the interaction of suspects. 
· To understand police officers’ beliefs on whether body worn video cameras affects their discretion at domestic related incidents. 
· To explore whether there is a link between length of services and opinion on body worn video at domestic incidents. 
· To understand the opinion of police officers on South Wales Police policy on activation of body worn video cameras at every domestic violence incident. 

3.2 Research Onion
The method of primary research will be guided throughout the process of research using the Research Onion which is created by Saunders et al (2016). This will also support the researcher throughout by initial identification and then the explanation of the research strategy which has been chosen for this dissertation. The way in which this works is from the outside of the onion inward (Phair, D. Warren, K. (2021). 
Figure 1.1 produces the chosen process of Research Onion.[image: -.Research.Onion.(Saunders et al.,.2016) | Download Scientific Diagram]
3.3 Philosophy
This research project will include interpretivism, this falls under the first section of the Onion Research theory, falling under philosophy which is the outer circle of the layers (Saunders et al 2016). This approach is where there is little knowledge on this areas/ community which is why research may then be conducted to gain knowledge around this topic and gain information. This may then lead onto formation of theories (Phair, D. Warren, K. (2021). As stated in the previous chapter of literature review there is a lack of information surrounding Police officers’ perception on body worn video when attending domestic related incidents. This is why the research is being conducted to gain a better understanding on this topic. 
3.4 Strategy
The method that will be used for the collection of data, which is relevant will be a questionnaire. This will be sent out to police officers and supervisors mainly targeted at those in frontline work. To ensure high quality of data there is an aim of having 20 people complete the survey, however the more officer participation then the higher the quality of data. This forms part of the strategy section of the research onion with Surveys being an option. 
The way in which this questionnaire will be distributed is via a link to Google Forms and it will be emailed to police officers and supervisors of frontline response policing as stated above. 
The reason being for this is to ensure that the research that is gathered, is relevant and most up to date as possible, this will give a most accurate understanding of officer’s perception today on the matter targeting the appropriate participants.
The questionnaire will be distributed to 6 sergeants across the Mid Glamorgan Sector where this will then be shared with their team members, each team consists of 5 to 9 response police officers. The questionnaire will also be sent to the Sector secretary who will then send the email to all officers across the sector including sergeants, inspectors, and chief inspectors. In total this will amount to approximately sixty officers. The officer who has completed the questionnaire will be anonymous, the way in which this will be done is the officer will be asked minimal questions on their personal information. It is important for some questions to be asked with regards to quantitative data, therefore the following will be asked, age, sex, length of services and gender. No questions ask data which is personal which would aid identifying the participant. 
The link sent via email will automatically gather the responses and send back the results on Google Forms, for the results to then be examined. Limitations may include that response officers have a shift pattern so it may be difficult to get the survey out to all police officers in the time frame. Another is that police officers have a large workload and may simply not have the time to participate in the survey. 

3.5 Ethical Considerations
It was considered to conduct a questionnaire focusing on victims of domestic abuse however to conduct this form of questionnaire would be highly inappropriate and beyond the scope of this research. This is because a domestic violence victim is considered as highly vulnerable by the police, and this would be inappropriate regarding the ethics. The decision was made to questionnaire police officers and supervisors to highlight their perspective from previous incidents in dealing with domestic violence victims and suspects, whether they think the introduction of body worn video has impacted the response of victims and suspects and if they believe body worn video impacts their discretion.

3.6 Choice 
The questions that will be asked will have the aim of gathering quantitative and qualitative data. These responses will then be analysed and developed into charts, these charts will then display the data in form of pie chart and bar charts. These charts will help visually on seeing the answers of the respondents, demonstrating clear results as percentages. This forms part of the methodological choices within the Research Onion, this suggests that it can be demonstrated in many ways. The first referring back to figure 1, the option I have chosen is mixed method of quantitative and qualitive data. 
The qualitative data from the response of participants will focus on the opinion and perspective of officers, whether this be positive negative or neutral. Phair, D. Warren, K. (2021) states that qualitative research has focus on textual, audio based or visual data, this would link with the opinion and perspective of officers. These responses will be written answers which will be analysed and then grouped into three responses, positive, negative, and neutral, these responses will also be organised with the length of service. An example of this would be, an officer who has six plus years services would have higher dealings with domestic related incident and may be able to make a comparison from before they were introduced. Compared to and officer with two years’ service who is basing their perception off fewer dealings. 
Phair, D. Warren, K. (2021) states that quantitative research is focused on numerical data. The questions asked will contribute to age, length of service, gender. This will help with understanding the participants whilst allowing them to remain anonymous. These results will be placed into pie charts. 
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