SJSI6022 - What do we mean by ‘family’?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our initial thoughts on what the term ‘family’ means.
· The definition can change over time and with changes in circumstances
· Family can be a very personal definition
·  ‘natural genealogical’ relationship (i.e. father, mother children
· It is a support network 
· It is not always ‘blood relations’
· There are different perspectives (political and sociological)
· Family can be whatever works for the individual
· There are stereotypes of what the family should look like
· There are attitudes that some family types are better
· Examples of family ‘types’
· Nuclear family
· Same sex families
· Extended families
· Single parent families
· Blended/patchwork families
