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Language and Literacy in the Digital age.
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Introduction.
Reading and storytelling is beneficial with babies and children as it can promote their brain development and language skills. Thus, in hand it develops their imagination an develops stronger relationships states (Raising children network, 2021).
Storytelling and children’s literacy have a big connection as both literacy and oracy are a way of communicating. How we may speak in everyday conversations and how we speak during story telling are different as when we speak during conversations it may be deemed more sophisticated than when we tell stories. This will contribute not solely to a child’s oral language but also their written language. Story telling being an effective building tool and easing the process from oracy to literacy explains (Phillips, 2018.) 
(Chan, 2017, p.4) states that the development of Digital Literacy skills is important as it can help engage and motivate children. Incorporating digital story telling is a key movement to encouraging children to be more engaged in an activity.











Although the practitioner uses a traditional story and digital story, the way in which they tell the story is similar in such ways as: their engagement with the audience, use of props, asking questions and repetition. These in which are all ways to help promote children’s oracy, reading and writing and digital learning. The activity promotes oracy, reading and writing through the learners responding to the questions asked by the practitioner which fully engages the children. They expand their language pallet through the repetition in the story and learn new vocabulary which will encourage writing skills through emergent writing.
In addition (Rees 2016) states Chomsky believed that language began firstly with speaking and listening and storytelling being a key and vital tool for language. Along with listening and telling stories comes a repetition through traditional stories, with this children remember parts of the story and are able to retell it through the repetition and rhythm through the stories, thus giving children the confidence and developing their oracy and language development.
During the recording of the digital story the practitioner made effective use of props, and this is beneficial because it ensures all children are engaged in the activity as they can help retell the story. However, through the traditional story the practitioner did not seem to use props to engage the children. Stories told with puppets, dolls or costumes is an effective tool for getting the children involved and retelling the story explains (Sadler 2010).
Tools and props are a good source of equipment to get children involved and develop their oracy. As Gardner-Neblett comments that:
Toys are the tools of children’s work. Yet certain toys, and other materials, can also be helpful in providing children with opportunities to practice their communication skills. By choosing materials that can encourage children to talk or listen to an adult or a peer, teachers can supply children with “props” to help support children’s language development. These props are objects that may stimulate conversations and include old phones, cell phones, puppets, dolls, wordless books, familiar books, pictures, play dough, and felt board cutouts.
                                                                                        (Gardner-Neblett, 2013, pp. 11)
However, the lack of use of props in the traditional story by the practitioner reveals that children may have been less engaged and unable to retell the story through the use of these visual stimuli. (Dunst, 2012, p. 1) was a useful source of information as they explain when children are encouraged to retell stories it develops their imagination and through the stimuli they use this as a base to encourage the retelling process and with this develops oracy and language skills.
In comparison the digital video gave the practitioner more opportunity as the practitioner seemed to be more comfortable with the equipment and seemed to notice that the audience were more engaged which therefore allowed the practitioner more opportunity during the story to ask questions as the audience seemed more engaged during the digital story.
However, a research study was taken by (Morris, 2013, p.205) to evaluate learners’ responses during traditional storytelling and through the use digital. The results revealed that the traditional story fostered a more dialogical and content focused reading. As where digital story telling lead to more behaviour elated speech. Furthermore, the research revealed that children who had a traditional story remembered characters and events significantly more than those that had a digital story.  
Sylvester 2021 suggests some children may struggle with traditional literacy.e.g. story books. Sylvester also indicates that learners applying new literacy such as: digital storytelling can boost the learners motivation and help their understanding of traditional stories more freely.
The practitioner used a good variety of questions in the digital video and this develops children’s language development and creativity. Kate (2014) describes the importance of asking questions during story time and states that stories can introduce children to a range of new words, this by practitioners reading stories to children and developing their language skills. It is important to not only just read the story to the children but further develop their language skills by asking a variety of questions .e.g. ask them to think of a different ending to the story. This enhancing and developing their oracy skills through discussion and creativity thinking. Although in comparison the practitioner did not seem to use any questions in the traditional story.
Engaging children through stories by asking them questions about it is a vital aspect of their language development as rhyme, rhythm and repetition are essential for this. Children will learn new vocabulary from the questions asked and expand their oracy development states First Five Years 2019.
Through both the traditional and digital story telling the practitioner uses effective repetition throughout the story which allows the children to remember the parts and events of the story help join in when reading the story.
My Young Child (2021) explains the true vital ness and just how fundamental repetition, rhyme and rhythm are for a children’s language development. They reveal that stories that repeat lines are easy for children to remember, and the children will enjoy taking part by joining in with these lines gaining plenty of oracy skills throughout. Thus, in hand also by identifying repetitive words and understanding what they are through the stories will develop a child’s reading they state. This can assist with children’s writing skills as they develop a pattern from the words through repetition and can enjoy spelling the words.
Tassoni, No date highlights the importance of learners hearing the sounds first and understanding that the sounds are shapes and that the words have meaning. They hear in their head the sounds and when sounding out, which encourages emergent writing as they write down what they hear even if the sounds are not always correct. 
Repetition is particularly important for children’s language development and is a prominent feature of language play. (Sun, 2021, p.31) stresses about the effects repeating words, stories to children have on their linguistic complexity, fluency and accuracy. 
During both recordings it is clear to see the practitioner using effective communication whilst reading both traditional and digital versions making clear interactions with the audience.
Storytelling lets the practitioner gain a connection with the audience, with this the reader gains an interaction with the learners which enlists them to see the expressions on the readers face. This gives them an insight to what words mean in the story and they gain an understanding of the words. Also, children that listen to and are surrounded by stories regularly have a more complex and advanced language development, which promotes their oracy, reading and writing skills states Wallin 2013.
Reading books with children has gained a vast popularity during childhood as they believed it had an excellent developmental instructional practice. Frequently reading stories to children lead to their oral and reading skills improving, in time would help them with writing new words and overall promoting their literacy skills. 
Research indicates that the amount of children reading digitally is increasing lastly. Douglas, 2019 highlights that digital reading is becoming very important in learners literacy lives. Digital reading gives learners exciting techniques to access a variety of reading materials. It is effective in getting disengaged children excited and to enjoy reading again.
The use of digital equipment for promoting literacy and language has strong links with the Digital Competence Framework by finding relevant information and using key words to search techniques, communicating digitally, give opinions of own work, identify repetitions or loops in sequence. (Digital Competence Framework 2018).
Successful Futures 2015 indicates how important the new curriculum is for Digital Competence for children and how the learners develop communication, networking, information and entertainment through a range of transactions and become independent learners.
Digital literacy skills is a fundamental and vital part in a learner’s literacy development. As Churchill comments:
Digital storytelling with technologies contributes to the development of students’ digital literacy skills by enabling them to: access information at anytime and anywhere, test their assumptions and reflect on their thinking, represent and share their ideas and solutions to problems, and receive feedback from peers and teachers.
                                                                               (Churchill, 2020, pp. 271-284).
Satriani, 2019, p.113 evaluates that storytelling is vital to a learners’ language development as it improves their writing and listening skills. This instigates that stories are a huge part of literacy and can have a big impact on language proficiency. Moreover, in hand with literacy, reading stories promotes and excels a child’s expressive and receptive language development.
The foundation Phase Framework 2015 concurs with the above as they state that children should be engrossed in language activities and experiences daily. Children should develop skills through listening, communicating, and talking. Learners’ should respond and listen to peers whilst the environment around them should have a variety of stimuli such as audio-visual material and ICT interactive software. Also they state learners must have opportunities to use and choose reading materials to further develop their literacy skills.  












Conclusion.
Furthermore, from analysing both video recordings the practitioner read both stories very similar. However, the practitioner could have used more expression and props during the traditional story to engage the children and keep them focused on the story, this would have showed the learners what was coming next. However, the traditional way of reading a story with a book I found more interesting for the learners as they had the visual aid in front of them, as whereas with the digital video I found the pictures were not as bright, colourful or interesting as from the traditional story. Although there was much more interaction and children developing their literacy skills through answering questions and getting involved with reading the story through repetition, which in hand would have promoted their writing and reading skills through learning new vocabulary. Through the research I have gained knowledge that both the traditional and digital story telling is quite similar and are both important in the learners oracy, reading, writing and digital skills.
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