An investigation into how the news media influenced people’s views and attitudes towards migrants, before and after the Brexit vote, to see how this has affected acculturation. 

 “Are you a leaver or a Remainer?” A question that was asked by many people before and after the Brexit vote of 23rd June 2016. Brexit, a word created to describe Britain exiting the European Union (EU) being the first country to do so, divided a nation. Brexit created a tension between the opposing views of Brexit on many things but most prominently, migrants and freedom of movement. The division between the two opposing views was amplified by the news media who can push and publish their political agendas and used this as a platform to influence people’s views on Brexit. It is important to look at how the news media influenced people’s decisions on Brexit as it influenced people’s attitudes and possibly their behaviour towards migrants. This essay will look at how Brexit and the news media on Brexit affected migrants and their ability to acculturate into British life. To do this I will look at what Brexit is and what did the news media do to influence people. Also, look into Berry's model of acculturation mainly focusing on migrant strategies of acculturation and how these were affected by Brexit, and what does post-Brexit Britain look like and that effect on migrant’s acculturation. 
News media has expanded from the local newspaper and onto people’s televisions, mobile phone, computer screens, resulting in numerous ways that people can access the news. For the purpose of this essay, I will be using news media as a term that describes a report/ article written by a journalist and published by established media outlets, for example, 'The Guardian' and 'The Daily Mail'; this will be both via online and also newspapers, I use the term news media as it incorporates more than just news accessed through standard sources lots of people now receive their news from online sources. As this paper is also going to be referring to migrants it is also important to clarify what is meant when using the term, Douglas et al. (2019 p.1) describe migrant as:  
‘[A] migrant is defined as any person who is moving or has moved across an international border or within a state away from his/her habitual place of residence, regardless of the person’s legal status, whether the movement is voluntary or involuntary, what the causes for the movement are, or what the length of the stay is; this includes economic migrants as well as those who have been forcibly displaced.’ 
This definition of a migrant is a general definition, there can be many types of migrants who migrate for many different reasons, such as economic migrants. I will be using the definition by Douglas et al. (2019 p.1) because it incorporates all types of migrants and refugees and asylum seeks, who through the news media are all classed as migrants and are rarely differentiated between. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The call for a Brexit referendum happened when David Cameron announced in a speech that if his political party, The Conservatives, were to get into office he would renegotiate the British position in EU and then give the British people a vote on to leave or to remain (BBC 2016). This came after the rise of anti-European parties such as the United Kingdom Independent Party (UKIP) and later the Brexit Party, that attracted a lot of attention from people with their campaigning against migrants. The vote eventually happened in June of 2016. There was a lot of campaigning by both sides of the argument to leave and remain, and this campaigning was intense by both sides. With remainers campaigning to stay in the EU for the benefits of trade that UK business have, to protect jobs and to keep EU investment into Britain, and also to protect Freedom of movement (REF). The leave campaign had three main objects and two of those were aimed at migrants, quoting an article by the Guardian, which is a left-wing, liberal [image: Image result for brexit bus]news media source in the UK, they show what the three main objects for the leave campaign was: ‘1. Let’s give our NHS the £350m to the EU takes every week… 2. A vote for leave will be a vote to cut immigration… 3. Five million more migrants could enter Britain by 2030 if Turkey and four other applicant countries join the EU…’ (Travis 2016). This is demonstrating the crusade against migrants in Britain by the leave campaign, it was one of their main reasons to convince people to vote in favour of Brexit. The Right-wing news media favoured a Leave vote for Brexit and published a lot of anti-[image: ]migrant content which generated xenophobia.Image 1: Leave campaign advertisement bus
Image 2: newspaper headlines 

There is a question that should be asked here and its ‘why did the Leave campaign target migrants?’. The answer to this can be seen through xenophobia, the fear of strangers, that people have towards migrants which can also be seen to lead into racism. Migrants became targets of the leave campaign because of the rise of xenophobia and racist attitudes driven by political parties and news media. Sacnchez- Mazas & Licata (2015) said that ‘These ‘foreigners living among us’ can be considered as the typical targets of xenophobia… Xenophobia is an explicit hostility against those who are considered as intruders, usurpers or vectors of disease.’ This quote shows us that acculturating migrants are targets for xenophobia, it also shows us the reason why people have xenophobic attitudes.  Parties such as UKIP and English Defence League (EDL) often use the excuse that migrants are here to ‘steal British jobs’, this is clearly showing typical xenophobia and often can lead to racism and it also helps see the reasoning of Brexit, that is based in xenophobic attitudes. Image 2 shows the different types of newspaper headlines that were published by British newspapers spreading xenophobia. Image 2 highlights the hostility that some of the news media have against migrants, representing views of UKIP and EDL groups, essentially backing up the Leave campaign reasons for Brexit. 
[image: ]With the news media and other forms of social media also publishing xenophobia content as seen in image 2, this had a large impact on migrants in the UK. With reports of a surge in racist, xenophobic attacks and hate crime against migrants with data showing that in 2016 ‘Between 16 June and 30 June, more than 3,000 hate crimes were reported to the police across the UK: a 42% increase on the same period in 2015.’ (Burnett 2017 p.3) this is showing that there was a rise in hate crime during the Brexit referendum. This hate crime is aimed at migrants and people from minority groups. Burnett (2017 p.3) said that the people who were target more were of Eastern European origin and Muslims, with other groups also being targeted. Burnett (2017 p.3) also talks about how these people were targeted for speaking a foreign language and challenged on their rights to be in the UK, Image 2 also shows headline article that also displays the same behaviour. Showing a correlation between media headlines and displayed behaviour by people, which can also be viewed through Image 3.  This hate crime that migrants have faced due to Brexit and Brexit media has impacted them trying to acculturate in the UK. Image 3: Quote from a report by MRN


Acculturation is the term used when a person or group of people, Example being migrants, move to a new area which can be a different country or internally and tries to assimilate and integrate into a different group of people who live there (REF). Berry (2011) looks at how people, such as migrants, acculturate into a dominant plural society through looking at acculturation strategies that people go through. Acculturation strategies for people in a non-dominant group (migrants) can be shown through four different methods Berry (2011, p.6) talks about Assimilation, where ‘Individuals do not wish to maintain their cultural identity and seek daily interaction with other cultures’, Separation ‘when individuals place a value on holding on to their original culture, and at the same time wish to avoid interaction with others’, Integration ‘Interest in both maintaining ones original culture, while in daily interactions with other groups…’ and Marginalization ‘…little possibility or interest in cultural maintenance…, and little interest in having relations with others’. These are the four ways of acculturation into a dominant society according to Berry (2011 p.6). During the Brexit referendum integration and assimilation were dramatically affected and resulted in both voluntary and forced marginalisation and separation. Through looking at Images 2 &3 we can see why and how this marginalisation and separation occurred, through xenophobia and racist attitudes, in turn affecting acculturation. 
With Brexit targeting migrants, it can be seen to be affecting their ability to acculturate. This is resulting in more marginalisation and exclusion of migrants from British society. Brexit media spreading the message that migrants do not want to acculturate into British society which is seen in headline papers in Image 2. This also suggests that migrants have a choice in how they acculturate into society, Berry (2011, P6) also states that ‘Integration can only be chosen and successfully pursued by non-dominant groups when the dominant society is open and inclusive in its orientation towards cultural diversity.’ This is showing that the dominant society, in Britain, has a say in how migrants acculturate into society and influence how they chose to acculturate and if they can. The Brexit vote allowed people to discriminate against migrants and endorsed xenophobic and racist attitudes, which changed the way people interacted with migrants, which in turn would affect their ability to assimilate and integrate. This results in forced marginalisation, exclusion and segregation of migrants, leading to hate crimes and discrimination. 
A Project coordinated with the Migrant's Rights Network (MRN) and the outsider Project, talked to 227 migrants who are from four different areas of the UK, between the ages of 18 to 46, from areas that voted leave for Brexit (MRN 2017, P2). This project gave migrants voices on what the Brexit referendum of June 2016, has meant to them and how it has impacted them and their livelihoods. Respondents to the project have all seemingly had a negative reception from people in the area they have been trying to acculturate into because of Brexit and news media. People in these four areas have painted migrants as a problem to issues that are not their faults, such as lack of jobs, poor health services and increase in crime etc… it issues such as these that a not necessary down to migrants but government austerity cuts. In the report, a EU national from Bulgaria living in the area of Boston said, “that the combination of negative media coverage towards migrants, lack of funding for over-subscribed public services and language barriers had ‘All combined [to] create the monster of xenophobia’ in the lead up to the referendum” (Migrants Rights Network, 2017, P 6). This quote from a migrant living in the UK has shown us what migrants think of the EU referendum and how it has affected them showing that xenophobia is a key issue surrounding Brexit. It also shows that they believe the news media has had an impact on the referendum and peoples' attitudes towards migrants. The result is that the two most referred to impacts of Brexit on migrants being hate crimes and prejudice or discrimination (MRN 2017, P6). This can lead to an impact on migrant’s human rights and affect also the quality of life.
Brexit is a phenomenon, the first time a country has left the EU this will have dramatic effects on a country, but the people who have seen the first initial impacts are migrants. Berry (2011 p.7) talks about 'acculturating stress' he describes this also as a phenomenon, and I have found that in his 2011 paper that he does not go into further depth about this. I believe that acculturative stress would have a big impact on migrants during and post-Brexit vote. Especially with the heightened xenophobic attitudes and racism. I Believe there is an opportunity to further explore the acculturative stress surrounding Brexit for migrants, as Brexit itself is also described as a phenomenon. From what I have been able to find there have been mostly negative impacts reported by migrants themselves (MRN 2017). Brexit would of also of affected Multiculturalism which was achieved through acceptance of migrants and what they also contributed to society.
Many variables affected the Brexit vote and the media can be seen as one. This form of media affected the way that people acculturated and also changed peoples' perceptions of migrants themselves. With people becoming less receptive and accepting of migrants, as Images 2 & 3 demonstrate. The media is just one source that not only affects a Brexit vote but also affected migrants and acculturation. Other variables affect acculturation which has not been explored further in this essay, such as austerity. Through looking at Berry 2011 paper ‘Integration and multiculturalism: ways towards social solidarity’ can see that he does not go into depth about the effects of extreme marginalisation on the acculturating group. This would be a key point to look at concerning Brexit.
The future for migrants in the UK is uncertain as tensions are still high since the UK left the EU on 31st of January 2020. There have been lots of tensions surrounding migrants since then with 'the wind rush' generation who moved from the Caribbean between years of 1948 and 1970 to fill in for work shortages after the world wars, rights to be in the UK called into question.  With many people from the Windrush generation facing the threat of deportation, even though they have lived in the UK for decades (BBC 2018).  The wind rush scandal has come to light in the news media, especially since Brexit. It highlights problems with migration in the UK and also shows how the positive aspects of migrants are overlooked and how they contribute to the UK. There are further concerns for EU migrants living in the UK that the same could happen to them as a direct result of Brexit. The results of this are yet to be seen, but in a pessimistic manner, the future for migrants at this time does not look great, especial after the government plans recently unveiled in regards to migrants.

To conclude the Brexit vote to leave the EU in 2016 was influenced by many factors, austerity cuts that hurt the least fortunate in society, news media spreading xenophobia, and the change in way people from the dominant society seen migrants. The Brexit vote has had a clear impact on migrants’ ability to acculturate into British life, resulting in marginalisation and more separation (REF). Berry's model of acculturation is a useful way of looking at how migrants have acculturated into British society, as it looks at how and why people look to change their behaviour to fit into another society. Although, I found it to be too simplistic when looking to apply berry's model to Brexit. Many variables influence Brexit and also how Brexit influenced people’s behaviours, which in turn affected the acculturation of migrants. It is important to note also the role of the news media and their effects on acculturation sending out conflicting messages and xenophobia.
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