Harrison Troake 
Task 2. In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating. 
Touring theatre conveys a message to its audience which is normally social, political or cultural. It achieves this by creating pieces that are appropriate and will connect to individual audiences. Issues that are relevant now are climate change, poverty, homelessness, suicide, eating disorders, drug and alcohol, immigration, gender realignment and racism. Our piece had to be geared towards the 9-10 age groups, so this may not necessarily appeal to adults or an older audience. This also has an impact on the venues we choose as it must target our chosen age group. Children at this age are very impressionable so they will be influenced by things around them. They will react to how their peers and parents behave and respond accordingly, which you can see with this quote “Parents and caregivers should pay close attention to the examples they are setting for their child.” (3). So, the message we deliver will be very important at such a young and susceptible age. Our message is mostly based on social issues with small sections where political and cultural issues are also addressed e.g.  the cultural issue we show is where Finnish and Welsh are spoken in the snowman story. As story tellers we find it very interesting to show that other languages are equally important as our own.  We do not really have a political issue within our piece however it could easily be portrayed in a piece of touring theatre as it is an unavoidable part of our lives.
The subject we choose for our performance was differences. Everyone is different, but we are all equal and not one person is the same. There are lots of differences we would like the audience to realise but without telling them exactly what they are. The giant story is raising issues about size whereas the snowman story is regarding disability as he has no arms. “A person who has good thoughts cannot ever be ugly. You can have a wonky nose and a crooked mouth and a double chin and stick-out teeth, but if you have good thoughts they will shine out of your face like sunbeams and you will always look lovely.” (2) I think that this is a great quote that shows the message we are trying to convey to our audience. It does not matter what you look like or where you come from, we are all different and no one can be truly ugly if they have good thoughts. I think this is something that touring theatre could really take advantage of as its not only a message for kids but everyone in the world could use more good thoughts.
Touring theatre is an effective way to get an audience to understand what is happening in the world, but it is delivered in an entertaining but informal way. For example, no one wants to listen to one person stand and just talk about problems. This would be boring but by using touring theatre you are getting all these vital messages across without necessarily saying what the problems are. This links to our tour piece as we never actually say what the character’s problems are, but we show them in a way that the audience will still understand that the characters are different. The reason it works so well with touring is that it is ‘on the road’ meaning that you can take it wherever you want, and appropriate places can be chosen where the message would be relevant. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Touring is a rite of passage for many young performers, and an amazing way to see the country and impact communities far and wide.” (1) This quote shows that touring is not only an effective way to convey a message, but it also gives the actors opportunities to travel around many places and see various cultures.
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