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Looking back, evaluate how was your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of task one and two?

As said by Ailin Contant “R+D in the theatre matters when fictional stories can stick more than the truth”  (Contant August 7 2018) from our research and development we were able to find facts about our theme which excited and interested us as performers and creatives, which then allowed us to create fictional stories around factual characters (animals) we had read about. As our  target audience was so young, we wanted to perform and create a piece of theatre that children would enjoy and remember as well as understanding the under lying meaning of the story.
By undergoing so many different research and devising tasks during task one, as a group we were able to find ways and learn new skills about the most efficient and memorable ways to make stories, for example having one narrator and three actors in the space feeding off each other, the actors reacting to the narrator and vice versa. This helped us to find flow and structure to our narration and ended up being the structure to our stories.
One of the biggest eye openers and influence of what our piece became was the response we got from interviewing children between the ages of 5-7.  From the interviews we were able to find out what children care about and what they find frightening, it was also a reminder of how honest children are and how easily influenced they are by the environment they are in. However, what was extremely interesting to find out was that as a group we could relate to the answers the children had given, either from a past experience or from current feelings and experiences. There was also a reoccurring theme of animals both from the children and from us as individuals during discussions it became apparent that we were celebrating nature, especially when we devised certain stories that weren’t as celebrating, they didn’t flow or have much of an impact as the others.
Task two really helped me to understand the meaning behind each story we had created. From this task I was then able to make bolder and more relevant character choices and reactions that were more true the action happening.
“R&D for me is the place where I find I can understand my stories, and it’s also the place where if done well and with enough rigour, I earn the trust and permission- and therefore the right- to tell a story that isn’t my own.” (Contant, 2018) is a quote I truly agree with as during the rehearsal process, as a group, we found the confidence to be bold while experimenting, to be brave with character choices to really understand what we had created and to support each and every individual to have ownership, whether that be over a character or whilst narrating to telling a story like it was their very own story despite it being created as a group.




















BIBLIOGRAPHY 
https://www.thestage.co.uk/opinion/2018/ailin-conant-research-development-theatre-really-matters-fictional-stories-can-stick-truth/
[bookmark: _GoBack]






