
Write your own notes as we read through. What is your opinion of their diagnosis? Your task is spot the psychopathological condition, if any.
Ted Bundy (USA)
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"We serial killers are your sons, we are your husbands - we are everywhere. And there will be more of your children dead tomorrow.”

Bundy killed an estimated 35 (nobody knows true number) young women by bludgeoning then strangling; was also rapist and necrophiliac; Managed to escape authorities twice to kill again; highly intelligent law student with degree in psychology; described as extremely ‘charming’; was a diagnosed manic depressive who killed during ‘depressive episodes’ - given the electric chair in 1989.

Albert Fish (Canada)
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"I always had the desire to inflict pain on others and to have others inflict pain on me. I always seemed to enjoy everything that hurt. The desire to inflict pain, that is all that is uppermost.”

Fish was a cannibal, child molester and child murderer; suspected of killing at least five people, but bragged of more; family had long history of mental illness and ‘religious mania’; pleaded insanity but was declared ‘sane’; given electric chair in 1936.

Dennis Rader aka BTK (USA)
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"When this monster entered my brain, I will never know, but it is here to stay. How does one cure himself? I can't stop it, the monster goes on, and hurts me as well as society. Maybe you can stop him. I can't.”

BTK stands for ‘Bind, Torture and Kill’; murdered ten people between 1974-91; once killed four members of same family; sent letters boasting of crimes to police (‘How many do I have to Kill before I get a name in the paper or some national attention...’); had 13 year long ‘hiatus’ and inexplicably began resending letters to police in 2004, which led to his arrest in 2005; was council worker, church member and Cub Scout leader; given life imprisonment with permanent solitary confinement (death penalty was not legal in Kansas at time of his trial).

Daniel Gonzalez (UK)
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"I have got to say this: it felt really, really, really good. One of the best things I have done in my life.”

Killed four OAPs and injured two others during three day ‘spree’; was drug and alcohol abuser; suffered mental illness; compared himself to Freddy Krueger; his mother had written to officials before his spree asking ‘How many would he have to kill before he receives help he needs?’ Official verdict of ‘suicide’ in Broadmoor Prison in 2006; said to be the ‘most dangerous inmate’.

H.H Holmes (USA)
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"I was born with the devil in me. I could not help the fact that I was a murderer, no more than the poet can help the inspiration to sing... I was born with the evil one standing as my sponsor beside the bed where I was ushered into the world, and he has been with me since."

‘America’s First Serial Killer’, confessed to 27 murders, body count presumed ‘significantly’ higher, obsessed with dead bodies, described as charming and a ‘ladies man’; hung by jury in 1896; his claim to be ‘possessed by the devil’ is considered true by some, due to the strange circumstances surrounding untimely deaths of the 11 people involved in his conviction and arrest.

Peter Sutcliffe aka The Yorkshire Ripper (UK)
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"Killing prostitutes had become an obsession with me. I could not stop myself. It was like a drug."

Killed 13 women between 1975 and 1980 using extreme violence, specifically targeting prostitutes; diagnosed schizophrenic; claimed ‘God’ ordered him to kill; given life

Tommy Lynn Sells (USA)
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"Take your worst nightmares, and put my face to them."

His childhood was full of neglect and sexual abuse; killed between 60 and 70 people across whole of US; crimes were typically sexually motivated; said to be ‘normal person who just loved to kill’; when caught refused legal representation and simply said he would not stop killing if he was free; currently on death row in Florida. 
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