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Surfers Against Sewage, often referred to as SAS, is a pressure group established in 1990 by local Cornish surfers enraged by the pollution on their beaches. The group’s main aim is to improve water quality throughout the UK. SAS has recently, within the last 18 months, gained charity status. The organisation has made many important changes to the attitude (ontology) of many coastal towns, ultimately prolonging the life of our shores and the ecosystems, which thrive within it. 
Initially the zealous group faced the sewage companies directly, campaigning for the betterment of water quality and shoreline aesthetics, the result of this ambition ‘led to water companies investing approximately £5 million in sewage infrastructures’ (Tagholm, 2012). This movement was greatly significant not only to surfers but to the shorelines and eco systems had been suffering as a result. Since this campaign launch, the water quality in the UK has been considerably improved due to numerous treatment plants opening. 
Another very prominent issue with the sewage on the beaches was the clear health risks that came with it, many beach-goers suffering ‘gastrointestinal issues, ear, nose, eye, skin infections’ (environews forum) but more seriously hepatitis. Shockingly, “68% of illness and infections coming from ‘government passed beaches’’ (environmental health perspective journal). The protection of the waves still lives in the heart of the SAS campaign even today, resulting in the charity now having over 50,000 loyal members (http://www.sas.org.uk) including windsurfers, beach users and swimmers.
Since Surfers Against Sewage was established in 1990, there is evidence to suggest a positive correlation between the number of beaches awarded with a blue flag award and the rising popularity of the organisation. This supports the idea that this group has been significant in creating a newfound awareness for where our waste is going and the impact it has on outdoor environments. I believe that surfers against sewage has had a constructive part in developing a more holistic approach to an outdoor lifestyle. The variety of campaigns available opens the organisation up to a diverse range of people, regardless of age, activity level and demographic. 
To conclude, Surfers Against Sewage are proactively working toward the improvement of water quality on our coast. There is evidence to suggest that this has worked to the desired level of effectiveness. With the continuation of hard work, there is the potential for this trend to continue. As an outdoor practitioner, I consider the ocean to be my work place and therefore I strongly support the benefits and outcomes so far, not only on a personal level but also for my peers and other practitioners that use the ocean.
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