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BOOK II

horse, govern it, turn it with the bit, punish it when it is
unruly, and watch out so that the horse does not fall into a
hole, aditch, or a cleft, when it is going through marshes or
mud.” “And shall we expect nothing more from a good
rider?” said Apollonius. “Oh yes,” replied Damis, “when
the horse is galloping uphill he must relax the bit, but when
it is going downhill he must not indulge it but hold it in. He
must stroke its ears or its mane, since the constant use of
the whip does not seem to me the mark of a good rider, but
I would praise him for riding as I have said.” “Well,” said
Apollonius, “what skills does a fierce, warlike rider need?”
“The same ones, Apollonius,” replied Damis, “and in addi-
tion he must strike blows and avoid them, advance and re-
treat, press the enemy and not let the horse shy at the clang
of a shield, the flash of plumes, or the noise of men chant-
ing in victory or giving a war whoop—this is part of a rider’s
skill.”

“Well,” said Apollonius, “how will you describe the ele-
phant rider?” “As someone much more amazing, Apol-
lonius,” said Damis. “For someone of that size to be in
charge of an elephant, to drive it with a stick such as you
see him sticking into the elephant like an anchor, not to
fear the sight of the animal or its height or its colossal
strength, that seems superhuman to me. By Athena, I
would not have believed it if I had heard it from some-
one else.” “Well, then,” said Apollonius, “suppose some-
one were willing to sell us the boy, would you buy him,
Damis?” “Yes indeed,” said Damis, “with everything I own.
For to be master of the largest animal on the face of the
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earth would be like occupying a citadel, and in my opinion
the mark of a free and exalted nature.” “We ,” said
Apollonius, “what use will you have for the boy if you do
not buy the elephant too?” “I will put him in charge of my
own household and of the servants,” said Damis, “and he
will govern them much better than I do.” “Why, are you not
able to control your own servants?” asked Apollonius. “As
much as you are, Apollonius,” said Damis, “for like you I
go around in search of knowledge and studying foreign
cultures.”

“Well, suppose you bought the boy and you had two
horses, one a race horse and one a war horse, would you
put him up on these horses?” “Perhaps on the race-horse,”
was the reply, “since I see other people too doing that, but
how could this boy ride a horse trained for battles and ar-
mor? He could not carry a shield, which cavalrymen need,
nor a breastplate or a helmet, and how could he carry a
spear? He could not even manage the shaft of a missile or
an arrow, when he is probably still lisping.” “Well then,
Damis,” said Apollonius, “it is something else that rides
and accompanies this elephant, not the driver, whom you
are practically worshiping in your admiration.” Damis re-
plied, “And what can that be, Apollonius? Because I do not
see anything on the animal except this boy.”

“This animal,” said Apollonius, “is easier to train than
any other, and once it has been forced to live under a
human’s control, it puts up with anything from the human
and adapts its habits to him. It likes to eat from his hand, as
little dogs do; it fondles him with its trunk when he comes

8 avfpaime Kay.: dvfpdmwy
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near, allows him to thrust his head down its throat, and
opens its mouth as wide as the man wishes, as we saw
among the nomads. But they say that at night it grieves
over its state of slavery, not indeed with its usual trumpet-
ing, but with sad, pitiful moans, and if a human comes up
when it is mourning like this, the elephant checks its grief
as if from shame. It governs itself therefore, Damis, and is
led more by the prompting of its own nature than by the
driver who directs it.”

12, When they reached the Indus, they say they saw a
herd of elephants crossing the river, and were told the fol-
lowing about the animal. Some of them live in marshes,
others in mountains, and a third type on the plain, and they
are caught for use in warfare. When they fight, they are
equipped with towers made so as to hold up to ten or fif-
teen Indians simultaneously. The Indians fire arrows and
lances from these towers, as if shooting from gates. The an-
imal itself considers its trunk a hand and uses it for hurling
lances. The Indian elephants exceed those from Libya in
size to the same extent as those exceed a Nisaean horse.

The age of the animal and its great length of life have
been discussed by others, but these two say that they en-
countered in Taxila, the largest city in India, an elephant
which the natives perfumed and bedecked with ribbons.
This indeed was one of these that had fought on the side of
Porus’? against Alexander, and because it had fought val-

12 King of a territory in the modern Punjab, whom Alexander
first defeated, and then set up as a dependent ruler.

7 avarhalov Huetius (Kay.): dvaxhow
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iantly Alexander dedicated it to Helios. It had gold bangles
on its teeth or (if you prefer) tusks, and on these were
Greek inscriptions saying “Alexander the son of Zeus dedi-
cates Ajax to the Sun.” “Ajax” was what he called the ele-
phant, thinking a great creature deserved a great name.13
The natives reckoned that the battle had occurred three
hundred and fifty years before, but did not say how old the
animal was when it fought.

13. Juba, however, the former ruler of the African peo-
ple, ! says that long ago African riders fought a battle on el-
ephants. The animals on one side had a tower engraved on
their tusks, while those on the other had nothing. When
night ended the battle, the marked animals were defeated
and ran away to Mount Atlas. He personally captured one
of the runaways four hundred long years later, and its mark
was still deep and not yet worn away by time. This Juba be-
lieves that the tusks are horns, since they grow out of the
place of the temples, and are not sharpened by anything
external, but remain in their natural state, and do not fall
out and grow back again like teeth,

" Idonot accept this reasoning. Even if not all horns fall
out and grow back, those of deer do. As for humans, all
their teeth fall out and grow back, but in no other animals
do the teeth or the tusks fall out naturally, nor can they be
restored when they do, since nature implants them into
the jaws as a weapon. In addition, horns produce a circular
ridge at their base every year, as can be seen in goats,

13 Ajax the son of Telamon is called “great” in Homer, to distin-
guish him from his namesake, Ajax son of Oileus.

14 King of Mauretania from 25 BCE to ca, 23 CE, a prolific
writer on history, ethnography, and other topics.
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sheep, and oxen, but a tooth grows smooth, and always re-
tains its original shape unless harmed by something, since
it partakes of the material and nature of stone. Moreover,
having horns is a property only of cloven-footed animals,
while the elephant has five nails and several clefts in its
foot, which has a soft cushion, as it were, and lacks hooves
to make it firm. Since nature supplies all horned animals
with porous bones, it puts a covering on the outside of
their horns, but it makes the elephant’s tusk full and even,
though if you split it you find a narrow channel running
through the middle, as in teeth.

The tusks of the marsh elephants are dark, fibrous, and
difficult to work, since in many places they have sunken
cavities, in many others knots that resist fashioning, while
the tusks of the mountain kind are smaller than those but
very white and not at all difficult to work. But the tusk of
the plains elephant is the best, largest, and whitest, easy to
split and capable of anything the hand desires. If I must de-
scribe the elephants’ natures, the marsh kind are consid-
ered by the Indians to be stupid and deaf: the mountain
kind to be malevolent, crafty, and only loyal to human be-
ings when they need something; while they say the plains
kind are good, tractable, and fond of mimicry, These ones
write, dance, sway to the music of the pipe, and jump in
the air.

14. Apollonius saw the elephants crossing the Indus,

8 kdpovs Jac.: kovdovs
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about thirty of them, I think, and using the smallest of their
number as leader, while the larger ones carried their own
young on their projecting tusks, fastening their trunks
around them for security. “This, Damis,” he said, “they do
not because anyone has told them, but because of their
understanding and intelligence. You see the way in which
they carry their young like porters, and tie them on to
transport them?” “Yes, Apollonius,” said Damis, “I see how
cleverly and intelligently they do it. What is the point of
that silly problem which people toy with as to whether it is
natural to feel goodwill for offspring? Even elephants are
enough to proclaim that it comes to them from nature.
They certainly have not acquired it from humans as they
have other things, since they have not yet lived together
with humans. It is because they have acquired their love of
offspring by nature that they care for them and feed their
young.”

“Do not only mention elephants, Damis,” said Apollo-
nius, “since I consider them an animal second to humans in
intelligence and rational capacity. I am thinking rather of
bears. They are the most savage of animals, and yet they do
anything for their cubs. Or wolves: they are always occu-
pied in plunder, and yet the she wolf guards her young, and
the male preserves the cubs by bringing her food. So also
leopards: because of their hot temperaments, they love
motherhood, since then they want to lord it over the males
and rule the household, and the males allow them to do
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anything out of devotion to their offspring. And there is a
story told about Honesses, that they take leopards as lovers,
and receive them into the lions” beds in the plains, but
when their wombs reach their time they retreat to the
mountains and the haunts of the leopards. Their offspring
are spotted, so they conceal them and suckle them in
dense thickets, pretending that they are away hunting. If
ever the lions find this out, they tear the pups to pieces and
mangle the brood as bastards.

“No doubt you have come across one of the Homeric
lions, and how it looks fierce in defense of its own cubs, and
summons up its strength in order to do battle.!5 The tigress
is the most savage of animals in this region, and yet they say
it will go even to the ships on the Red Sea and beg for the
return of its cubs. If it recovers them, it goes away happy,
but if the ships sail away, it howls on the shore and some of
them even die. As for birds, everyone knows about them.
Eagles and storks cannot make their nests without first in-
corporating in them an eagle stone or a lamp stone, ¥ in or-
der to ensure that the eggs will hatch and that snakes will
not approach them.

“Suppose we consider sea creatures. We cannot won-
der at dolphins loving their young out of kindness, but how
can we not wonder at whales, seals, and sea mammals? I
once saw a seal caged for the purpose of a wild-beast show
at Aegeae, and it so mourned for the dead pup that it had

15 Jliad 17.133-36.
16 Eagle stone: lump of clay ironstone. Lamp stone: red-
colored precious stone.
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given birth to in its cage that it did not accept food for three
days, though seals are the most voracious of animals. A
whale takes its young into the hollows of its gullet when it is
running from something larger than itself. And a viper
has been observed to lick the snakes it had borne, and
fondle them with that well known tongue. For let us not
accept, Damis, that ignorant fable about the young of vi-
pers having no mothers, since that is something which
neither nature nor experience has confirmed.” In reply
Damis said, “So you are willing to praise Euripides and
that verse in which he makes Andromache say, ‘So for all
humans children are their life’?"1” “I am,” said Apollonius,
“because it is a wise and inspired remark, and would be
wiser and truer if the praise concerned all living things.”
“You seem, Apollonius,” said Damis, “to rewrite the verse,
so that we should recite it thus: ‘So for all creatures chil-
dren are their life.” I agree with you, it is better that way.
15. “But tell me this. Did we not say at the beginning of
our discussion that elephants possessed wisdom and sense
in their actions?” “And quite plausibly, Damis,” said Apol-
lonius, “since if this animal did not have sense to govern it,
neither it, nor the peoples among whom it exists, would
survive.” “Well then,” said Damis, “why do they make their
crossing in a way so stupid and disadvantageous to them-
selves? As you see, the smallest one leads, and he is fol-
lowed by one slightly bigger, then by one bigger than him,
while all the largest are in the rear. Surely they should cross

17 Andromache 418-19,
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just the opposite way, and make the largest ones their walls
and ramparts?”

“No, Damis,” said Apollonius. “First, they seem to be
evading pursuit from humans following their tracks, whom
we shall perhaps meet. When under attack, it is the rear
that needs protection above all, just as in war, and you
should consider this animal a more skilful tactician than
any. Second, as to the crossing, if the largest of them went
first, they could not form an estimate about the water and
whether they could all cross it, since for these it is readily
and easily crossed, being the tallest, but for the others it is
difficult and tricky, as they do not exceed the level of the
stream. But if the smallest crosses, that tells the rest to ex-
pect no harm. In addition, if the larger went first, they
would make the river deeper for the small ones. The mud
would inevitably form trenches because of the animal’s
weight and the thickness of its feet, whereas the smaller
ones cannot impede the crossing of the larger, since they
tread less deeply.”

16. Now I myself have found in the accounts of Juba
that elephants collaborate when hunting and defend an in-
Jured comrade, and if they carry him away they smear aloe
gum on his wounds, standing around him like doctors. The
two had many such learned discussions, taking whatever
was noteworthy as their starting point.

17. Now what Nearchus and Orthagoras have said

9 8l Kay.: &8ec
10°Opfaydpg F. Jacoby on FGrHist 713: TTvfaydpa
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about the Acesines,!8 that it joins with the Indus and con-
tains snakes seventy cubits long, all this they say cor-
responds to the facts, and I will reserve my account of
the dragons, since Damis has described how they are
hunted.!* When they had reached the Indus and were pre-
paring to cross it, they asked their Babylonian guide if he
had any experience of the river, questioning him about the
crossing. He said that he had never sailed on it before, and
in fact did not know at what point the crossing was made.

“Why did you not hire a guide, then?” they asked. “We
have a guide,” he answered, revealing a letter designed for
the purpose. This, it seems, really made them admire the
courtesy and thoughtfulness of Vardanes, as he had sent
this letter to the viceroy of the Indus despite not having
him as a subject. He reminded him of a benefit, but said he
would not ask a return for that, it not being in his nature to
ask a return for favors; but he would be grateful if the vice-
roy welcomed Apollonius and looked after him. He had
also given money to the guide to give to Apollonius if he
noticed him in need of anything, so that he would not have
to depend on another’s generosity,

When the Indian received the letter, he said that he felt
greatly honored, and would be as attentive to Apollonius as
if the king of India had written on his behalf. He gave him
the vice-regal ship to cross in and other boats in which the
camels were ferried over, as well as a guide for the whole
region bordered by the Hydraotes. He also wrote to his

18 Nearchus: companion and admiral of Alexander, who wrote
an account of the campaign in India and of his own return by sea
with Alexander’s fleet. Orthagoras: historian of uncertain date
who wrote about India. 18 111 6-8.
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own king, advising him to prove as good as Vardanes to a
man who was both a Greek and divine.

18. They crossed the Indus at a width of about forty
stades, so great is its navigable size. In their account of this
river, they relate that it rises in the Caucasus, already
larger at its source than any single river in Asia, and as it
progresses it absorbs other navigable rivers. Acting like the
Nile, it floods India, covering the soil with soil and allow-
ing the Indians to sow in the Egyptian way.

Ihardly dare deny the snows of Ethiopia and the moun-
tains of the Cataract, considering those who have spoken
about them, but when I contemplate the Indus I cannot
agree. This behaves as the Nile does without snow falling
in the region above it. Besides, I know that god has made
Ethiopia and India the limits of the entire earth, and
causes those in the farthest east and the farthest west to be
black: and how could that happen to those peoples unless
they were sunburned even in winter? And if a land is
warmed by the sun throughout the year, how could it con-
ceivably have snow? And how could the snow be sufficient
to make the rivers there rise above their usnal levels? And
even if snow fell in such tropical regions, how could it
create such a flood when it melted? And how could it be
enough for a river that floods all of Egypt?

19. As they crossed the river, they say, they observed
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many hippopotamuses and many crocodiles, as those who
sail the Nile do. They say also that there are flowers in the
Indus similar to those that grow in the Nile, that the cli-
mate in India is warm in winter and stifling in summer, and
that it has been excellently constituted by fortune so that
the soil has continual rain.

They also claim to have heard from the Indians that the
king visited the river when the season caused it to rise, and
sacrificed black bulls and horses to it, white being held in
less regard by the Indians than black because of their own
color, I suppose. After his sacrifice he throws into the river
a golden measure, resembling those used for measuring
grain. The Indians could not make out why the king did
this; but our travelers inferred that the reason for throwing
in this measure was either to ensure either a plentiful har-
vest, which farmers “measure” out, or else a “measured”
flow, so that the river should not flood the land by coming
down too full.

20. When they had crossed the river, the guide from the
viceroy led them straight to Taxila where the Indian had
his palace. They say that those on the other side of the
Indus wore the local linen, shoes of bark, and hats for the
rain, while the upper class dressed in cotton. This, they
relate, grows on a tree with a trunk like a poplar and with
leaves like a willow. Apollonius says he was pleased by the
cotton, since it looked like a gray philosopher’s cloak. In
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fact, cotton comes from India to many of the sanctuaries in
Egypt.

Taxila, they said, was similar to Ninos in size,20 symmet-
rically fortified like a Greek city, and was the seat of the
king then ruling Porus’s domain. They say they saw a tem-
ple in front of the walls a little less than hundred-foot
ones in length and built with shell stone.?! Inside it there
was a shrine comparatively small for such a large, many-
columned temple, but worth admiring, Into every wall
there are nailed bronze panels illustrating the deeds of
Alexander and Porus. On them, in brass, silver, gold, and
dark bronze, there are depicted elephants, horses, sol-
diers, helmets and shields, with spears, javelins, and
swords all in iron. Just as they say of a famous painting, for
example one by Zeuxis, Polygnotus, or Euphranor,22 that
the artists liked shadow, verisimilitude, and perspective,
the same effects, so they say, are visible here too, and the
materials are blended like colors.

The moral of the pictures was also pleasing, Though
Porus had dedicated them after the death of the Macedo-
nian, the Macedonian is shown as the victor, winning the
wounded Porus over, and giving him India though it was
now his own. They say too that Porus mourned Alexander
at his death, and grieved for him as a good and noble king,

20 That is, Syrian Hierapolis, the birthplace of Damis; see I
3.1.

21 Certain temples were known as “hundred-footers” (heka-
tompeda). “Shell stone” is a kind of limestone found in the Medi-
terranean with embedded shells or shell fragments. There is no
evidence that it was used at Taxila.

22 Classic Greek painters of the fifth and fourth centuries BCE.
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and that while Alexander lived he never spoke like a king,
though Alexander allowed him to, or ordered the Indians
around. Like a viceroy, he was full of modesty, and did ev-
erything to please his friend.

21. My account forbids me to omit the records of this
Porus. When the Macedonian was about to cross, some
were advising Porus to make allies of those beyond the
Hyphasis and the Ganges, saying that Alexander would not
dare to confront an entirely united India. Porus however
replied: “If my realm is of such a kind that it cannot be
saved without allies, it would be better for me not to be
king.” When the news came of the capture of Darius,? he
called him “a king, but no man.” When the groom had pre-
pared the elephant on which he was to fight, and said to
him, “This will keep you safe, Majesty,” he replied, “No, I
will keep it safe, if I prove a man worthy of myself.” When
some people advised him to sacrifice to the river so that it
should not bear the Macedonians’ rafts or be passable for
Alexander, he said, “It is not for those in arms to curse.”

And after the battle, when Alexander had seen how
godlike he was and superhuman in nature, one of his rela-
tives said to him, “Porus, if you had done obeisance when
he crossed, you would not have been defeated in battle, or
lost so many Indians, or received a wound yourself.” He re-
plied: “Having heard of Alexander’s great ambition, I knew

23 Darjus III, last Achaemenid king of Persia, captured by
Alexander after the battle of Gaugamela (331 BcE).
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that if I made obeisance, he would think me a slave, but if
war, a king. I preferred to be admired rather than pitied,
and I was not disappointed. I proved myself the man Alex-
ander saw me to be, and so in a single day I lost everything
and regained it.” This is the character which they attribute
to the Indian, and they also say that he was the handsomest
man in India and taller than any man since the heroes at
Troy, and was very young when he warred with Alexander.

22. Apollonius spent what turned out to be a long time
in this temple until the king could be informed that visitors
had arrived. “Damis,” he said, “is there such a thing as
painting?” “Yes,” said Damis, “if there is such a thing as
truth.” “What does this art do?” “It blends all the colors
there are,” said Damis, “blue with green, white with black,
red with yellow.” “What does it blend them for?” asked
Apollonius, “since it is not simply for superficial color, like
made-up women.” “For imitation,” Damis replied, “in or-
der to reproduce dogs, horses, humans, ships, everything
under the sun. In fact art sometimes represents the sun
himself with his four horses, which is the way they say he
appears in these regions; and sometimes again blazing in
heaven, when art represents the heavens and the home of
the gods.” “So painting is imitation, Damis?” “Of course,”
was the reply; “if that was not its business, it would be con-
sidered absurd, a pointless mixing of colors.”

“Now,” said Apollonius, “the things we see in the sky,
when the clouds are separated from one ancther, centaurs
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and goat-deer, and wolves and horses for that matter—
how do you account for them? As the results of imitation,
surely?” “T suppose s0,” Damis said. “Then does god seem
tobe an artist, Damis? Does he leave the winged chariot in
which he travels setting the affairs of gods and men to
right, and does he then sit drawing these things for fun, as
boys do in sand?” Damis blushed at the absurd conclusion
towhich his argument seemed to come, but Apollonius did
not humiliate him, for he was not harsh in refutation, but
said, “Surely what you mean, Damis, is that the things
passing through the sky are shapeless and haphazard as far
as god is concerned, but we, because imitation is in our na-
ture, rearrange and create them?” “Yes,” said Damis, “let
us rather think that, Apollonius, as it is more plausible and
far better.”

“Well then, imitation is of two kinds, Damis. Let us
hold that one kind is imitation of both the hand and the
mind, and this is painting, and the other is imagination of
the mind alone.” “It is not of two kinds,” said Damis. “The
one kind we should consider more perfect, since it is paint-
ing, which can depict both with the mind and the hand,
whereas the other is a part of the first, since one can com-
prehend and copy things in the mind without being a
painter, but he cannot use his hand to represent them.”
“Because his hand is maimed by an injury or by disease,
Damis?” asked Apollonius. “Of course not,” said Damis,
“but because he has never handled any kind of brush, tool,
or color, and is ignorant of painting.”

“Well then, Damis,” said Apollonius, “we are both
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agreed that the art of imitation comes to humans from na-
ture, but that of painting from skill, and the same would
appear to be true of sculpture. But, to take portraiture, I
do not think you consider it merely the art of using colors,
since painters of earlier times were content with only one
color, and as portraiture advanced it involved four and
then more colors. Line-drawing and monochrome, involv-
ing only light and shade, deserve to be called portraiture
too, since in them too we can see similarity, shape, intel-
ligence, modesty, boldness, although they are devoid of
color and do not indicate blood or the color of a person’s
hair or beard, but being composed in one color, they con-
vey a fair-haired man and a white-haired one. And if we
draw one of these Indians with a white line, he will surely
seem black; the snub nose, fuzzy hair, prominent jaws, and
a look of surprise, as it were, in the eyes lend blackness to
the picture, and convey an Indian at least to an educated
observer.2t

“I would say, then, that those who view the works of
painters need the imitative faculty, since no one will praise
the picture of a horse or bull if he has no idea of the crea-
ture represented. No one is likely to admire Timomachus's
Ajax, when the artist represents him as insane, if he does
not call to mind the image of Ajax and how he is likely to
have looked after killing the cattle at Troy, sitting in despair
and turning over the thought of suicide.® But these reliefs

24 The meaning seems to be that drawing with black on a white
surface is enough to convey the impression of a white man, and
drawing with white on a black surface that of a black one.

25 Timomachus is a painter of disputed date from Byzantium.
His Mad Ajax was purchased by Julius Caesar and displayed at
Rome.
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