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3. 21.09.18 The Fabliau and the Shipman’s Tale
Fabliau(x) usually written by aristocrats to denigrate the lower orders, French in origin, they also identified these aristos. Everyone knew their established place in the societal hierarchy, however the new emerging merchant/middle class had yet to be labelled or placed in a slot. The genre had been out of fashion for maybe 100 years.
Plots dyadic (two), opposition based on deceits, winner v loser, young v old etc. Could be mocking of the aristos, but, feudal system always maintained hence society not at risk of change. The ‘Shipman’s Tale’, is the closest to a Fabliau -sex, randy women and monks and mean old men, usually punished by the end of the tale BUT Chaucer seems to neither punish the wife or priest. 
The vicious Shipman gives us a tale where there is deceit, avarice but also pleasure in beauty and sensuality without punishment.
Why revive the outdated Fabliau? Why write in English? I think it’s a method which enables Chaucer to throw together a hotch-potch of different characters from classes who would not normally fraternize with each other, a tool to tell a story in a different way. It forces the audience to debate, or just think about how old conventions were changing and needed to be discussed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chaucer’s Fabliau destabilizes the relationship between speaker and audience, rather than re-emphasizing the rigidity of the French Fabliau, in their maintaining the strict societal hierarchy. 
Use of double entendre was magnificent, ‘taille’ having two meanings, very new to me – Benny Hill must have loved Chaucer.
Yet again it is the complexity of the writing that is awe inspiring, you discover new aspects every time you read his work.
 

