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Executive Summary
This reflective report assesses the LCLM4001 Academic Skills module’s impact on the improvement of my academic writing, note-taking, and referencing abilities with the help of Kolb’s Reflective Cycle: it also possesses an evaluation of my difficulties in the beginning and progress in these aspects later, which are due to the material studied in the given module and practical application of the techniques in question. The study has provided valuable knowledge that improved my academic performance making the work more organised, clear and meeting the academic requirements in order to set proper foundation for future success.
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[bookmark: _heading=h.pyodfe5tfdwn]1.0 Introduction
The LCLM4001 Academic Skills module has proved to be useful in enhancing the academic skills that I needed most, especially in writing, taking notes, and citing sources. These are important skills as they help in enabling me to learn in higher education, understand, and even convey information and adhere to academic honesty. For the purpose of critically assessing my development in these areas, I will use Kolb’s Reflective Cycle that has four parts which include “concrete experience, reflective observation, abstract conceptualization, and active experimentation” (Morris, 2020). This reflective report will evaluate the learning in this module in relation to developing academic skills and how these skills were applied in practice.
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Figure 1: Reflective Cycle by Kolbs
(Source: Morris, 2020)
[bookmark: _heading=h.54n13o2l205s]2.0 Main Body

[bookmark: _heading=h.qw66wa41mxz]2.1 Academic Writing Skills
The first time I engaged in academic writing, I faced some difficulties with organising my papers in a systematic manner and presenting logical appeals that support my views. One of the activities that I undertook throughout the implementation of the academic skills was to write a short essay; this task exposed me to my limitations as a writer in the way I arrange content and the ways of making certain the content is easy to understand (Webster and Green, 2021).
After this experience I understood that my problems are connected to my insufficient knowledge about writing skills and about how to organise work before writing. Sometimes, I began writing with no outline and therefore ended up presenting a number of arguments in a confusing and illogical manner; and the feedback I got from this task highlighted the areas of weakness in the structure and the flow of my essays.
The module helped me to equip myself with some techniques and approaches to improve my writing skills academically. For instance, I understood the need to develop a clear outline in relation to writing and the effectiveness of using topic sentences to direct the reader through the whole paper (Harris, 2023). Also, I benefited from the sessions on critical thinking and argumentation to learn more about how to present an argument and back it up with evidence.
I was able to apply these strategies in other writing activities I was to undertake. For instance, when I was writing a reflective essay on a case study I took more time in developing a framework and ways of presenting the arguments before writing the essay; it assisted me in presenting a much more organised and conceptually formulated paper and the outcome was the positive response I received. I have gained better skills in developing clear and concise communications, which would be useful in future academic endeavours.
[bookmark: _heading=h.cxdmfiwyzau5]2.2 Note-Taking Skills
Another area which proved to be a challenge was note-taking; during the initial weeks of the module, I struggled to take notes of the key points during the lectures and the readings. My notes were not well written and not very systematic which made it cumbersome for me to go through the notes when preparing to review the content.
I then realised that the way I was taking notes was ineffective as I was taking notes of almost every word that the lecturer said and not on the essentials. Also, I did not have a proper system of categorising my notes, hence it was difficult to find what I wanted at a particular time.
The module also featured different techniques of note taking including Cornell method, mind map and outlining; I found out that in order to take good notes, one has to focus on the key points and rewrite them in one’s own words. Other techniques which were mentioned as a way of improving the organisation and presentation of notes included the use of abbreviations, symbols and colour-coded notes (Nguyen, 2023).
I tried various methods of notetaking in the following sessions to see what works best for me. For instance, I used the Cornell method when teaching research methods in a lecture hall; this method allowed me to categorise my notes into main ideas, subtopics and summaries which made it easier for me to revise in the future (Bennia, 2023). I also used mind mapping in order to sort out interconnections between the concepts and ideas, especially in the courses that implied the analysis of theories; and as a result,  my notetaking became more selective and purposeful, which aided in my comprehension and retention of the information.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vig3uxcvb4pt]2.3 Referencing Skills
The use of reference was something that I was not very familiar with before this module. When I started with my first tasks, I faced some difficulties regarding citation and putting several sources in the list of references; and also sometimes failed to pay attention to some aspects like numbers of the page or used the wrong format for different types of sources.
Thinking about this I realised that my inexperience with reference guidelines was a significant limitation. Lack of proper referencing not only harmed the credibility of the work but also exposed me to the possibility of plagiarism (Bottomley et al., 2020). From the feedback that I received on my initial assignments, it was clear that I could do better with referencing.
I found the academic skills sessions focusing on referencing as being particularly useful; it made me discover how various referencing style types like APA, Harvard and MLA are used in writing and the right format to use them in. The module also focused on the aspect of citing sources properly in order to avoid cases of plagiarism. In terms of the use of sources, I familiarised myself with Google Scholar to identify credible sources of information and paid extra attention to comparing the list of sources with the guidelines indicated by the required style.
I used these referencing techniques in my other papers that I have done later on. For example, while writing a research report embracing marketing strategies, I made sure that all the cited sources complied with the APA format as well as the list of references; this enhancement in my referencing method was evidenced by the positive comments that I received concerning the stringer citation pattern that I used (Nicoll et al., 2022).
[bookmark: _heading=h.gik3gz8xjsx8]3.0 Conclusion
Therefore, it can be said that the LCLM4001 Academic Skills module has been a significant contribution to the development of my academic writing, notes-taking and referencing skills. Based on Kolb's Reflective Cycle, I have gained insight in the learning experiences and the adjustments that need to be made. The concrete experiences in this module with the use of reflective observation and abstract conceptualization has given me a clear understanding and good strategies to improve my academic skills; and through actively experimenting with these strategies in my assignments, I have noticed a positive change in my writing skills, note-taking skills, and citation skills. These skills are very valuable for my future academic success, and they will be built on as I apply them in different contexts.
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