Appendices

Student Number: 1802619
Module Title: The Enquiring Teacher
Essay Title: How can we improve engagement through self-directed activities in KS2?
Appendix 1

Our research questions asked in the semi-structured group interview were as follows:

1) How did you feel about being able to choose your own activity?

2) How did you feel about being able to choose your own group to work with?
3) Do you think being able to choose your own activities and your own groups would work for all lessons?
4) What sort of things influenced how you chose your activities? Influence means – what helped  you make your decision? 

5) What things influenced how you chose your group? How did you decide who you wanted to work with?
6) How can we improve the lesson when we do it again for a different Year 4 class?
Appendix 2 – Group Interview in School A
ST = Student Teacher 

A = Child A

B = Child B

C = Child C

ST: Q1 - How did you feel about being able to choose your own activity?

A: In what now?

ST: In I.T, you got to choose what topic you did and how you presented it, didn’t you?

C: I wish I could do it every day.

ST: Why is that?

C: Uh, because…I don’t know.

ST: So what did you think of the lesson?

A: I thought it was like really fun but I thought maybe if we had something to do then we wouldn’t have such a hard decision so we could be…I don’t know.

ST: What do you mean ‘if we had something to do’?

B: So if you had like something that the teacher told you to do, we’d be able to go like straight on it. And with like-

A: -If you had a choice then you like…

B: Yeah because it’s like a harder decision and you’d be there ages and you wouldn’t get it all done.

ST: So if the teacher gave you something to do rather than giving you the choice…what would be the difference then?

A: Because doing it yourself is like freestyle but like I prefer something more that you have to do.

ST: So you like a bit more structure, A?

A: Yeah.

ST: Okay, what do you think C?

C: I’m not sure.

ST: So do you prefer it when a teacher says ‘this is what you have to do’ or do you prefer it when a teacher says ‘this is your topic, you decide how you do it’.

C: I like it when you decide how to do it.

ST: Why do you like that, C?

C: Because uh…I don’t know I just like it. 

ST: Okay, what about you B?

B: I sort of liked it a bit better ‘cos like…do you know when we want to learn stuff about a thing? Sometimes the teacher does something like…say we were learning about that thing…we’d have to learn about that thing. But I like something where if we wanted to learn about that, we’d be able to like…learn about that. 

ST:  So when you get to choose what to learn about? (B nods) That’s what you like?

B: Yeah.

ST: Q2 – How did you feel about being able to choose your own group to work with?

A: I felt happy about that because you could work with someone who you think is smart if you think that you’re not smart enough.

B: Yeah but I didn’t like the fact that I had to sit away from my friends.

C: But you could have worked with them?

B: I had to sit with someone who needs a bit more help with work so I had to do it all and I’m not very good at that so…yeah.

ST: Did you pick your own group, B?

B: Uh…yes and no. ‘Cos he (his partner) was supposed to be working with A and E but ‘cos I was sitting closer, sir came along and said ‘how about you two work together because you’re closer so it’ll be easier’ because we were next to each other and they were opposite each other so we did.

ST: Okay so maybe in that lesson you felt like you had to work with him, but what if you got to choose? Would you prefer that or do you not mind being told who to work with?

B: I don’t mind really. 
ST: What about you, C? Did you like choosing? You chose to work alone didn’t you?

C: I liked choosing it myself because I could be with friends but if I don’t then sir puts me with other children and I don’t even know them.

ST: How do the people you work with affect your learning then?

B: Well maybe say like you know stuff and they don’t know stuff,  but they know stuff that you don’t know…it’s sort of hard isn’t it? Because then they’ll copy and…I really don’t like that. I don’t like being told who to work with.

ST: What about you, A? Can we help learning by telling you who to work with or is it more helpful to choose yourself? 

A: I think a bit of both because sometimes you need a helping hand if you don’t know what you’re doing. But sometimes you know what you’re doing and some people don’t…so you need to work on your own for a little bit until they understand. 

ST: Thank you A. Q3 – Do you think being able to choose your own activities and your own groups would work for all lessons?

B: No, definitely not. Say you were like friends, so you chose them but you mess around with them, I think it would distract you and you’d be talking more because you’re like together all the time so you’re used to talking to them instead of working with them. So it would distract you, and you wouldn’t finish your work properly. And then you’d get sent away then and you probably wouldn’t like that and you’d say ‘why have I been moved?’ and you wouldn’t be able to sit by them or anything.
ST: Okay, what do you think A and C?
C: I don’t think so. Because if they’re chatterboxes and they don’t stop talking then you wouldn’t be able to stop them from talking and then you’d be the one getting in trouble then.

A: See I like that you can hang around with your friends and chat with them but then you wouldn’t get your work done and the more you chat with them, the more you’re just going to get moved away from them. And then you wouldn’t like that because you’re used to talking to them and you want to talk to them more.

ST: So do you think working with your friends works for some lessons but not all lessons?-

A, C: -Yeah

ST: Which lessons would it work for?

C: Fun lessons.

ST: What is a fun lesson, C?

C: When we do challenges.

ST: Ah yes, when you do your challenges you do them on your own don’t you?

C: It would be good to work with a friend for them.

ST: Okay, what do you think D? When do you think it’s a good idea to choose who to work with?

B: When you’re like disgusting- discussing! Discussing things. So like when we learnt when we had that sheet and we had to discuss the moral about it and what we thought about it.

ST: Okay, and what do you think A?
A: I think more like a fun lesson like what L said, but also a hard lesson like maths so you can talk to them about what the answer is. So more like art and maths.

ST: Q4 – What sort of things influenced how you chose your activities? Influence means – what helped  you make your decision? What helped you make your decision about how you decided to present your facts? For example, with a poster, or a story…

B: Well I seen those sheets, and L went up and got one and then I spotted where it said like what they used to do in Tudor times so I thought like we could do that and copy some of them bullet points and we started doing pictures as well. And I thought when we went to the Tudor house, so I started putting pictures in about what we saw when we were there. 

A: I narrowed it down. So like a book or a drawing. But she didn’t want to draw so we took that one off there. So it was either a book or a poster and we both thought a poster would be good so we kept that. And then we thought ‘what about a book?’ but we thought it might be wasting paper and we wouldn’t be able to finish it. And we would have to draw on the front cover so we thought a poster would be the best thing, so we narrowed it down. 

ST: But why did you want to do a poster?

A: Well because you don’t have to draw you can just pick out a picture and there’s lots of writing and you can pick out lots of facts-

B: -and it’s easier obviously ‘cos you don’t have to sit there and go like that (mimes drawing and writing)

A: And it’s…it’s like really fun doing posters because you can add things on there. What you know.

ST: What about you, C? You chose to do a story. Why did you choose a story?

C: ‘Cos I like doing them.

ST: Why do you like writing stories?

C: I have no idea. I like doing them in English.

B: I like doing stories because like if you have a good imagination you just pick it out and you get to write whatever you want in the story and you can make your own story up.

A: I like stories because you get to be imaginative.

C: I’m good at doing stories.

ST: Yes you are! Q5 – What things influenced how you chose your group? How did you decide who you wanted to work with? When you decided ‘I want to work with this person’ – why?

C: I helped M a little bit because she always needs help and it’s being a kind friend helping. 

ST: That’s nice C, what about you guys?

A: Me and H always hang out and we always come to an agreement. And we always work something out together to write down. And we take it in turns to do things. It’s like, we took it in turns to write and we took it in turns to read what we write.

B: Well in like picking your own thing, I’m not really good at that. So I’m a bit good and L is a bit good. So L knows things I don’t know and I know things he don’t know. So if we said the things we didn’t know and add them in it would be a lot better.

A: Yeah it’s about teamwork isn’t it. Teamwork makes the dream work!

ST: That’s right! Okay finally, Q6 - How can we improve the lesson when we do it again for a different Year 4 class?

A: I think they could have more time to do their work. 

B: Yeah more time to finish. And I don’t like waiting for everybody to log onto the computers. Because then there’s like less time to do work.

C: I think there could be longer to do the lesson but not as long at the beginning.

Appendix 3 – Group Interview in School B
General information from both interviews

1.  Choosing own activity. Key words: Fun, Choice. Some children like structure

2. Liked choosing own groups (whether to work alone or with friends)

3. General no to choosing own groups and tasks all the time (messing around, differentiated tasks)

4. Influence the way you chose your activities (Physical space, quick and easy and interests)

5. Influence the way you chose your groups (Learning from each other, concentration alone and friends)

6. Improvements on lesson (More time to finish work, less time intro, more time plenary). Restrictions on computers e.g. give websites to go on)
7. Beginning show previous work (examples of other year 4 work on it) and plenary – move around to see others work
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Way forward if to carry out lesson again                  More self-directed activities in introduction and plenary. Taking into account introduction does sometimes need to be teacher lead to ensure intended outcomes are achieved.
Lesson 2 transcript of interview:

How did you feel about being able to choose your own activity?

Child B : It was fun, I enjoyed it, because it gives you like more of a choice than normally, I like being able to choose and stuff like that I enjoyed it.

Teacher: Ok lovely,

Child A: Umm I like it because you can be with whoever you want and you can probably go on the computers or do you want and decide on the activity you can do

Teacher: Yeah ok

Child C: I liked it because you don’t have to do like a certain thing so like if Miss told you, you could choose whatever you want then, you could choose like a poster, fact file, colouring, writing.

Teacher: So lots of choice

Child C: Yeah

Teacher: Lovely, ok

Teacher: How did you feel about being able to choose your own group?

Child B: Uhh I enjoyed it, I liked being able to choose my own group because it means you can be with your friends

Teacher: Ok

Child B: you probably know your friends better than the teacher because your with them more, so like you might prefer to be with more than one of your friends than another, like you could choose that

Teacher: Ok lovely

Child A: I would prefer to be with my friends but sometimes people can work by themselves so you can concentrate

Teacher: Ahh is that why you chose to work just you?

Child C: I loved choosing my own group, because like I could choose whoever I wanted, except one of my best friends

Teacher: Ok

Teacher: Do you think being able to choose your own activities and groups would work for all lessons?

Child B: Not really no

Teacher: Whys that?

Child B: because in PE there might need to be a certain thing like 2 people not 4 or something like that

Teacher: ok

Child B: or maths you might need to work in 4s or 3s or 2s and then you could choose to work in 4s the whole lesson wouldn’t work

Teacher: So what about choosing your own activities, would that work for all your lessons?

Child B : Sort of

Teacher: Yeah

Child B: It could work in different ways

Teacher: ok

Child A: It probably wouldn’t work because like you have to be with certain people, so if your in yellow group, you get a harder task than red group

Teacher: Ok

Child A: So if we had dividing and they had plusing, we wouldn’t be able to go in groups, because we would try and help each other and copy, we would get it wrong as we would both have different sheets

Teacher: Ok, lovely

Child C: I think it would be really good because there would be like people that could pair up with who you like cos sometimes you can get paired up with people you hate

Teacher: Mmm

Teacher: So what about choosing your own activities for all the lessons, would that work do you think?

Child C: Yes

Teacher: Yeah

Child C: yeah cos you could go swimming 

Teacher: laughs (ok)

Teacher: What sort of things influenced how you choose the activities? Do we know what influence means?

Child B: Yes, it means like gives you inspiration

Teacher: Kind of like the reasons yeah

Teacher: What sort of things influenced you?

Child B: I chose, is it like chose the ipads or computers to research?

Teacher: Yeah

Child B: I chose the computers because I think its just quick and easy because you type something in and go onto the website and it tells you information 

Teacher: Yeah, ok lovely

Child A: I researched kind of like a book but little sheet of paper with writing

Teacher: Yeah

Child A: So I could write it and draw a picture on my poster

Teacher: Lovely and why did you choose that way do you think?

Child A: Umm because I didn’t want to be crowded around on the computer 

Teacher: Yeah

Child A: and I just wanted to be by myself so I could just concentrate a bit more

Teacher: Ok lovely

Child C: I choose the ipad but then I went on the computer because when I was trying to trace on the ipads

Teacher: Yeah

Child C: It kept going all funny the picture, so I went onto the computer with one of my team mates

Teacher: Lovely

So what sort of things influenced how you chose your groups? Weve kind of mentioned this. So what did you say?

Child B: I said because, is this like for the posters sort of thing?

Teacher: So like what sort of things influenced how you chose your group? Who you chose to work with?

Child B: I don’t really know, I just worked with my friends

Teacher: ok 

Child A: I worked with no one

Teacher: Ok and why?

Child A: umm because I wanted to be by myself and concentrate

Teacher: Ok

Child C: my second best friend

Teacher: ok, so how could we improve the lesson if we were to do it again for different year 4s?

Child B: Probably like give us the session after break aswell to do it

Teacher: Ok

Child B: I think that wasn’t very much time

Teacher: Yeah

Child B: Maybe you could do more than that or have like 2 sheets or something like that

Teacher: ok

Child A: They probably shouldn’t be allowed on the computers and ipads because they search up what they are not allowed to search up 

Teacher: Ok

Child C: I agree they shouldn’t be able to go onto the computers or the ipads because a few of the boys they were like searching stuff on youtube which we are not allowed to do

Child A: like fortnite

Teacher: Ok so maybe keep it to like books, fact files, that type of thing, reading talking to our friends

Yeah

Teacher: Lovely

Child B: the teacher could choose people they knew were sensible on the computers to go on them

Teacher: Ok, so our last question how could we make the beginning and the end a bit more interesting, so you know when we’ve got our introduction and our ending how could we make that a bit more interesting?

Child B: I enjoyed them both

Teacher: or did you like it?

Child B: I liked it how it was

Teacher: Yeah ok

Child A: Umm I liked it but maybe at the start could show what other year 4s did when they searched up it 

Teacher: Ahh ok

Child C: Maybe, can I say their names?

Teacher: shook head

Teacher: you just agree do you?

Child C: Yeah, I agree with both

Teacher: the introduction  and ending, where they a bit long or too short or just right?

Child B: I think the introduction as bit too long 

Teacher: Ok

Child B: A bit too long not very and I think the ending should have been a bit longer so maybe everybody could put their work down on the table and everybody could go around and look at each other’s work so the people that didn’t get to go up could still let people see their work

Teacher: that would be lovely

Child A: Yeah we could do that also for the starting we could show other people and then maybe at the end after break have more time, show everybody’s work

Teacher: Anything else?

Child C: I just agree with the whole thing

Teacher: Lovely, ok fantastic

Appendix 4 – Research Lesson Plan
	
	1B

	Session Plan – Key Stage 2

	Name of trainee:
	                          
	Session ref:
	Research Lesson

	Personal target(s) in relation to QTS: 
	

	Year group:
	4
	No. of learners: 27/29
	
	ALN: Differentiated by support
	

	Additional Adults: 
	

	Learning objective(s): Use books, the web and other information sources to research the Tudors/Blue Abyss

	Success criteria:
· Choose how to research
· Research topic

· Present findings

	Links to previous learning: Existing knowledge on topic

	Curriculum coverage (range, skills)
Art & Design: design and make two-dimensional images

English: Explain information and ideas using supporting resources. Scan for specific information. Use visual information, e.g. illustrations, which is clear and relevant to the written text,

Welsh: incidental Welsh. Welsh culture
ICT: find information from a variety of sources for a defined purpose and non-ICT sources of information
PSE: listen carefully, question and respond to others. Work co-operatively

	Literacy (LNF)

Oracy – help a group to reach agreement
Reading – scan for specific information

Writing – use visual information which is clear and relevant to the written text

	Numeracy (LNF)



	DCF
Research on ICT

	Thinking
Talking partners/groups
	ESDGC

	YCC
Incidental Welsh commands in classroom

	Key vocabulary (English/Welsh):

· Research
· Tudor terminology/ Blue Abyss terminology


	Time


	Session activities, organisation and management
	Key questions & Assessment for Learning opportunities  

	
	Introduction
· Introduce research partner to class
· Explain to class why she is here
· Tell them to look at the information sheets going around at the lesson

· Tell the children they are in charge of their learning today/ leading their learning.
· Does anyone know what this means?

· Show PowerPoint on research lesson [Ask for ideas on how they could research? Make mind map on board]
· Ask what they could research? (make mind map on board)

· Ask how they could present their findings? (make a mind map on the board)

· Ask them to get into groups of 2 or 3

· Check they are all secure with what is expected of them
· Explain LO

· Check if children are secure with what is expected of them
	Key questions:
· What could we research for our topic?

· How could we research?

· How could we present our findings?
Assessment for learning:

· Self-assessment thumbs up/in the middle
Peer- assessment: 

· Children to share their opinions on each other’s work

	
	Main activities
· Children to carry out research in groups and create a poster for example to show what they have found from their research. (Self-directed learning).
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Plenary
· Children to share their findings [Come to the front of the class and share their work to the class]
· Thumbs up/ in the middle on how they found the task

Ask the children to talk within their groups about how they felt about leading their own learning? (take 3 focus children out for interview)
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Appendix 5 – Leuven Scale of Involvement Scores
Introduction

Main Task

Plenary

Lesson 1

Lesson 1

Lesson 1

Child A - 3

Child A - 5

Child A - 3

Child B - 1

Child B - 5

Child B - 2

Child C - 3

Child B - 5

Child C - 2

Lesson 2

Lesson 2

Lesson 2

Child A - 3

Child A - 5

Child A - 5

Child B - 2

Child B - 4

Child B - 3

Child C - 4

Child C - 3

Child C - 4

Levels based on the Leuven Scale for Involvement:

· Level 1 – Extremely Low

·  Level 2 – Low

· Level 3 – Moderate, 

· Level 4 – High 

·  Level 5 – Extremely High

· Involvement levels for both lessons during the main task were high

· Involvement levels for the introduction and plenary were lower than the main task involvement levels for both lessons

· After taking on board improvement suggestions for the introduction and plenary from the children in the interview from the first lesson; improvement levels are higher in the introduction and plenary in lesson 2 compared to the first lessons levels

Way forward from first lesson                 Setting (distractions in introduction and plenary when in ICT room). Carry out lesson in classroom. Children’s ideas in introduction and showcasing more work in plenary. Ways of presenting work link to what they have been doing, e.g. Haiku poem.


	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Appendix 6 – Reflection Pro-Forma – School A, Lesson Study 1

Lesson Study 1

	Autobiographical experiences of teaching and learning

Student teacher who carried out lesson
	I felt the learners exhibited high levels of engagement during the lesson’s main, SDL activity. Many groups of children produced work of a good standard and seemed to enjoy choosing their activities and groups. 

I do feel, however, that engagement levels were at their lowest during the lesson’s introduction and plenary – I think this could be due to the physical learning environment, but also involving the children more with these parts of the lesson would probably have a positive impact.



	Learners’ eyes 

Focus child
	The main points raised by the focus children in the interview were as follows:

· They enjoyed choosing who to work with – the main element that influenced their choice was friendship and who they think they could work well with.

· They enjoyed choosing their activity – the main element that influenced their choice was what they liked best and what was quick and easy to do.

· They think the lesson could be improved by having less time during the introduction and plenary, and more time to complete the activity.



	Colleagues’ eyes

Research partner/observer
	My colleague and I were in agreement that the physical learning environment may have had a negative impact on the levels of engagement. She also agreed that we needed to provide more opportunity to involve the children in their learning during the introduction and plenary. She also recommended having less time in these parts of the lesson, and giving more time for the children to complete work.



	Critical literature

Literature on research topic
	Mitra (2012) 

Donaldson  (2012)

Washbourne (2014)
Grugeon et al (2014)

Thomas et al (1988)




Appendix 7 – Reflection Pro-Forma – School B, Lesson Study 2

Lesson Study 2

	Autobiographical experiences of teaching and learning

Student teacher who carried out lesson
	I felt the lesson carried out was successful in respect to seeing the impact SDL can have on children’s engagement levels. The improvement made from the last LS showed effective for getting the focus children’s engagement levels up for the introduction and plenary.



	Learners’ eyes 

Focus child
	During the interview, all 3 focus children said the lesson was fun and they enjoyed choosing their task and groups. They felt the lesson could be improved further by more time on main task and plenary and less time for introduction.



	Colleagues’ eyes

Research partner/observer
	My colleague discussed with myself how she felt the improvements made to the introduction and plenary really showed a positive impact on the engagement levels.

Overall, she agreed with my opinions regarding how the lesson went and her observations were consistent with how I felt the focus children engaged.



	Critical literature

Literature on research topic
	Mitra (2012) SOLE

Donaldson Successful Futures (2012)

Zimmerman (2000)

Vygotsky (Waller 2009)

Montessori (Deci and Ryan 1982)




