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[bookmark: _Int_jtupG99g]On the 29th of November 2022 I went to see Willy Russell musical Blood Brothers in the Millennium centre in Cardiff Bay. There was not a large cast acting during the musical as some of the characters were being played by the same actor like the milkman during the first act was also the gynaecologist, because during the show the actor said, “I’ve given up the milk round and gone into medicine,” also the police officer and teacher were played by the same actor and also Donna Marie, Mickeys sister and Mrs Jones, Mr Lyons’s serictery were played by the same actor, another way that shows that blood brothers is a small cast is with the characters Mickey Johnston and Eddie Lyons and they don’t use children when both of them are kids at the start of the show instead both actors act childish a good example of this is how the actor that plays Mickey acts like during his monologue ‘I wish I was our Sammy’ with stretching his jumper over his knees and pretending to ride a horse like a kid would do when their seven.
[bookmark: _Int_2gqTLdN5]Throughout the performance the set designs were quite simple. During the first half of the performance the set was made to look like a street of terraced council houses and the backdrop was set to look like a Liverpool skyline and at the start of the second half of the performance the houses stay the same, but# the backdrop is brighter because it was showing the countryside as everyone moved away at the end of the first half. With the set in both halves of the performance the lighting plays a big part in quite a few scenes, one example of this is the difference between the Johnston and Lyons households, even though we do not see inside the Johnston house whenever we see the outside the house it looks kind of dull and dark whereas inside the Lyons house, we see very flowery and classic wallpaper and its very bright and very spacious. During most of the second half the lighting is quite bright as the second half is set in the countryside and we see the Johnston kitchen during the second half, and towards the end when Mickey goes to confront Eddie about what he has done with Linda the lighting is mostly dark and red 

[bookmark: _Int_HiWVMW3H][bookmark: _Int_slXSJCrv]During the performance there is not any dance numbers, but I believe the only number that was choreographed was ‘kid's games’ which is performed during the first half. This number is split into 3 sections which show what games the kids that live on the estate come up with, the first game which is portrayed during the number is Gangsters where one boy is playing someone called Elliot Ness and he is looking for an al Capone. The second game is cowboys and Indians where one kid is dressed up like a cowboy and says that he can draw faster than anyone until he goes up against Sammy who cheats and shoots the cowboy down, the third and final game which is played during the song is soldiers/army and during this Sammy is acting like a German scientist that is captured and has a bomb but is actually a water balloon and Sammy says that if he’s not released he will set the bomb off that will “destroy the hemisphere”. 
[bookmark: _Int_iZUzkqoL][bookmark: _Int_kEN1FfMW][bookmark: _Int_heuoW2U5]One of the main characters who has quite a big part during the production is the Narrator who is telling the story of the play and in every scene, he is always lurking in the background, in certain scenes the other characters don’t notice him but during the first half during the song ‘shoes upon the table’ he goes right up to Mrs Johnston as before the songs Mrs Lyons thinks that Mrs Johnston is superstitious. Also, towards the end of the show during the song ‘madman’ where grown up Mickey is angry is Linda and Eddie have been speaking whilst Mickey was in prison and in that number the lights are red throughout, and the Narrator is almost encouraging or taunting Mickey by calling him a madman and that he’s the devil that the Narrator was singing about in the first half of the production during the song ‘shoes upon the table’
[bookmark: _Int_NZLB7qye]During the show one theme that stuck out to me was love and chemistry. One example of this is between Mickey and Linda, throughout the show we see that Linda has feelings for Mickey, but he doesn’t want to admit it until they are both teenagers even though Linda keeps telling Mickey she loves him every time she gets the chance too until Mickey gets annoyed and is sick of it but Mickey admits to Eddie that he does have feelings for her and Eddie then tells Mickey to ask her out because he knows he has feelings for her. But secretly Eddie started getting feelings for Linda and kisses her whilst Mickey is in work doing overtime.


[bookmark: _Int_mdO4OcUZ][bookmark: _Int_4zh1Wv4C]The end scenes during the show really involved the audience as Mickey was holding a gun to Eddie and they had police officers not only on the outskirts of the stage but in the aisles of the auditorium next to the audience which is good as it is breaking the fourth wall and involves the audience to be a part of the show and another thing about the whole production which I enjoyed was the beginning was really what happened at the end of the show so it all ties together in like one big circle. Even though I had seen Blood Brothers before and cast wasn’t as big as other musicals are all of the cast did an amazing job in portraying the story and at the end when both boys were shot most people in the audience had tears in their eyes and everyone was on their feet applauding and cheering.
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Reflective essay
The subject that I will be doing my reflective essay on hip hop commercial dance which I do every Monday and Friday afternoon. Hip Hop dance is a style of movement which was characterized by bounces and rocks, the style has deep social and historical roots to African American roots having emerged from black cultures. The style was born in New York city in the mid-seventies, the first style of hip hop was called breaking which originated in the Bronx, New York from the 1970s to the mid 80s. Over the years Hip Hop has developed several different elements, these were carefully selected by Afrika Bambaataa (Lance Taylor) and KRS One (Laurence Parker) these 9 elements are dance, deejaying, MCing, beatboxing, street fashion, street language, street knowledge, street entrepreneurialism and graffiti. The one element that I was focusing on in class was dance but all elements of hip hop crossover into each other. 

[bookmark: _Int_DCEXdjW2]Since starting this subject back in September last year, I have learnt quite a few foundation moves within the style of hip hop. These are some of the foundation moves that I have learnt, the history behind them and how the move is portrayed. The first of my favourite foundation moves is called the ‘Steve Martin’ and this move is based off the comedian Steve Martin who was on Saturday Night Live and the move was created by a dancer from EMPD called STEZO. The way this move is portrayed is by bouncing from one leg to the other one and a half times and then change direction after the third step whilst the arms are bouncing upwards a bit. Another hip hop foundation move that I have learnt is ‘the fila/pepperseed.’ This move originated in Brooklyn, New York but they called it Rambo instead of fila or pepperseed because people were robbed to the song, and you heard the chant ‘go Rambo' you knew something bad was going to happen, also this move originated from Dance Hall and shows Reggae’s influence on Hip Hop. This move is portrayed by leading with the shoulder and dragging the other foot twice then either clapping or clicking on the third one. 

The third foundation move that I have learnt is called the ‘Smurf’ this move was named after the cartoon the Smurfs which first aired in July of 1982, street and social dance got incorporated into Hip Hop during the late 80s. This moved is portrayed by bringing the right arm forward in four counts with the arms bent, then the same with the left and at the same time stepping out to the side slightly, same arm as leg whilst having a bounce in the legs to keep them loose. My favourite foundation move that I have learnt is called ‘Bart Simpson, the move originated from Atlanta, and it is based off the character for the Simpsons and the move is portrayed by having the arms starting in front of the chest at 90 degrees, then they straighten out to whichever side you are going and when the arm goes out the same leg goes out to the side. 

In my most recent Hip Hop class we were focusing on dancehall which is a style of dance which originated from reggae music in Jamaica in the late 1970s. We started off by going over the two dances which had been given to us as homework, the first routine was called bounce by ding dong and we had to show that we understood the characteristics of the dance and overall, I feel that I did a good job with this as I had looked over the video the night before and before the class started with everyone else and the second dance that we had to go over before the class on Friday was a Sean Paul song called ‘like glue’ and like the first routine we had to study the routine and embody the characteristics in the video. With this routine we had to number ourselves 1-5 and Reuel would pick one of those numbers at random and I was first, and I was feeling confident when the song started but I blanked out and I could not remember the moves but after everyone else went Reuel gave me a chance to try it again and this time I managed to do every move correctly. Even though I had gone over that routine before the class I feel like I was overthinking the dance which caused me to blank out which I feel is my biggest downfall sometimes.

[bookmark: _Int_XL7UxpVn][bookmark: _Int_BMVBBblH][bookmark: _Int_aXVV0WLP][bookmark: _Int_WcKWBMDE]After we performed both dances Reuel went through all the dancehall moves that we had learnt with him and I knew every one of them, he then taught us three new moves which are called ‘the rifle,’ ‘the pistol’ and the ‘willie bounce’ then after learning all three moves we put them all together in a small sequence and we performed them one at a time with Reuel and he was impressed with all of us as we all got the style of the moves and the characteristics behind them. Before the end of class, we filmed the small routine, so we had it if we had to put into a routine in the future for our assessment. Overall, I believe that I did fairly well in this class with executing all of the moves, one thing that I could work on is bending my knees a bit more with some of the moves like ‘butterfly’ and ‘the pistol’ and also another thing I feel like I can work on is executing my hips on some moves such as ‘log on’ and ‘Bogle’ as I can do both of these moves but I feel like I need to feel like to make my hip movements bigger. Overall, I love hip hop classes with Reuel as he makes every lesson fun and I feel were all comfortable during every class because when we get a move correct, he always praises us.
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