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The importance of practitioners respecting the voice and rights of a child within educationArticle 3 – Everyone who works with children should always do what is best for each child.

· The Human Rights Act 1998 states that all organisations treat all children equally, with fairness, dignity and respect.
· All practitioners should be aware of the needs of each child in their care. Observations are a starting point to ensure all adults are able to do whats best for the child. According to S, Leech observations form a vital part of the foundation phase profile, underpins practice and is the key to quality provision. Vivian Gussin Paley believed that each child should be recognised for their uniqueness in terms of their different interests, learning needs, learning styles and responses to the same situations. 
· The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) aims to ensure that all children and young people have  the best possible start in life as this forms the basis for the child’s development and growth in the future. The adults involved in the child’s education therefore, should ensure activities meet each individual child’s needs and is adapted for any barriers the child may have in terms of communication or additional learning needs. 
· The Children and Young Person Act (2008) main purpose is to ensure that all children and young people receive well supported care to the highest standard and is tailored to individual needs. (Working with Kids)
· Parental involvement can also help ensure the child’s needs are fulfilled to full potential as they can support further learning.(Early Childhood Education Blog 2019).
· According to  Centre for Child Wellbeing (no date), Parental involvement improves the child’s attitude to learning, achievement in their academics and promotes better behaviour. Therefore it is important to encourage home-school communication.
· Capcoch Primary School Safeguarding Policy (2018) promotes a child centred approach, and are committed to building positive, open and honest relationships with parents in order to get the best possible outcomes for the children in terms of their education and overall experience while at school. The parents are encouraged to raise any concerns with the school. This will benefit the child as they can work together alongside outside agencies to ensure the child receives any necessary additional help to maximise potential. 

































Article 12 -Respect for the views of the child
"Even if people are still very young, they shouldn’t be prevented from saying what they think." (Frank, no date)
· The Reggio Emilia philosophy emphasises  and values that the unique, individual child should be at the centre of their own learning. The Reggio Emila philosophy acknowledges that each child will have many different ways of playing, exploring, thinking, doing and speaking, this approach therefore encourages children to express themselves and follow their own interests and ideas. (The Scots College, 2017.)
· Maria Montessori developed a method of education that is self-driven and directed by the child to promote hands on learning and collaborative play. The children themselves are able to make creative choices about their learning while working in groups or individually so they can reach their full potential. (Montessori Northwest, 2017).
· According to Children’s and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2019), children’s voice’s must be heard, and their opinions considered when making any decisions about them. The children’s views should be taken seriously and not dismissed due to factors such as age.
· According to Unicef (2011) Article 12 is a fundamental right, children should be involved in decisions that affect them. Article 12 is classed as part of the Four General Principles, which must be considered when implementing all other rights. 
· However, although progress in relation to Article 12 is being made, many children around the world, the right for their voice to be heard is far from possible. In Zimbabwe alone, children and young people are not listened and are denied opportunities to develop their understanding and take on their own responsibilities. (Lansdown, G.)
· The Children Act 2004 enforces a duty on local authorities to always look at the child’s wishes and feelings and to take those opinions into consideration when making decisions about the child. 
· The Foundaion Phase Framework (2015) aims for every child to be  listened to and respected in regards to their thought, feelings and opinions. 
· The Pen Green Centre (2017) Principles in Practice, are to encourage all children and their families to have a voice and to ensure they are listened to, heard and appropriate action is taken in response



























Article 23-  Right to special care and support if the child has a disability so that they can lead a full and independent life.

“|Schools are not only supporting disabled children and young people in the present but they are helping to empower them and their families for the future.” (Unicef, 1989).

· The Children and Families Act (2014) aims to promote the well-being of children and young  people with a disability or special educational needs. The Act aims to improve the overall quality of provision given to those with special educational needs.
· The Equality Act (2010)  principle is to treat all  persons equally, however under this Act it is outlined that a disabled or a special educational needs child may be treated more favourably in terms of the setting becoming more aware of the specific needs of the child and make provisions for them. 
· Special Educational Needs is currently under reform to be replaced with Additional Learning Needs (ALN). This is set to be introduced in 2020 which will see the elimination of Action Plus and Statements. Each child with a recognised additional learning need will eventually be given a new statutory document, an Individual Development Plan which will stay with the child through their education until they are 25 years of age. (SNAPCymru, 2019).
· Every Child Matters Framework (2003) links with Article 23 as one outcome promotes all children being able to enjoy and achieve in terms of getting the most out of their lives and preparing for adulthood with a broad range of skills.
· According to Children’s and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2019), Children and young people’s disabilities should be taken into account throughout their education and the child should be taught in a way that suits their needs, with access to special care if needed such as a 1:1 support worker. But still included within school life and activities. 
· The Pen Green Centre (2017) have a fully inclusive provision which enables them to embrace diversity and value the individuality of each child. At the centre they believe that every child has a right to fair and equal education. Children with special educational needs are supported by their family worker, external agencies, specific action plans and 1:1 support workers who know the child’s unique needs. This approach is to ensure the child has full access to their education and to reach their full potential.
· Capcoch Primary School Disability and Equality Policy (2017), is committed to ensuring equality across education and school life. Disabled children will have the same opportunities, the curriculum will be differentiated and support will be given, as well as liaising with outside agencies to benefit the child.
· The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (2002) Strengthens the right for a child with special educational needs to have a place in mainstream school free from unlawful discrimination. Schools therefore should plan positively for those children and have in place an adaptable and accessible curriculum to suit the needs of all the children within the setting. (Healthy Place, 2019)
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Article 28 – Every child has the right to an education
“Education is not a privilege. It is a human right.” (Right to Education, 2018)
· Education is a legal guarantee to all children without fear of discrimination and all countries have the obligation to respect, fulfil anf protect each child’s right to an education. (Right to Education, 2018)
· The Education Act (2011) states that all children deserve a good quality education. The Act aims to raise achievement levels and wellbeing standards of children with special educational needs and disabilities.
· The Department for International Development (2018) looks at the learning crisis and challenges and aims to better education for poor and marginalised children such as those with learning difficulties and disabilities. The Policy looks to invest in good teaching to ensure education systems are inclusive and effective, as well as encouraging a more targeted approach to teaching to ensure all children benefit.
· Every Child Matters (2003) are targeting early intervention and effective protection for all children. Therefore children who have learning difficulties will receive help from outside agencies or low level intervention at the earliest possible stage in their education. 
· The World Declaration of Education for all (1990) outlines education as values, skills and a specific attitude needed by humans to develop their full potential, survive and to create a better quality of life, to make informed decisions throughout life and for their learning to continue to develop through their education. These values cannot be achieved without important learning tools taught in school such as literacy, numeracy and problem solving. 
· The Committee on the Rights of the Child (2001) stated that education should be child focused and based on a child- centred approach, in terms of the curriculum suiting each individual child and their needs, the process in which education is taught so that every child will understand the aim, for example some children are kinesthetic learners and learn best through physical activity and doing. Every child should be able to express their views in accordance with article 12. Education must also include aspects such as creative talents, critical thinking and social skills so they are becoming prepared for their future life.
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