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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

National legislation – Human rights Act 1998 – Fundamental right that everyone in the UK is entitled to. Equality Act 2010 – making it illegal for people to be discriminated against due to certain characteristics such as Age. Mental capacity Act 2005 – discusses capacity and protects your right to make decisions if able to. Data Protection Act 2018 – allows for the sharing of personal information in the process to safeguard adults at risk of abuse, neglect and exploitation

Local – Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWWAct 2014) Was an amalgamation of legal framework of Children and Adults whom are in need of care and support in Wales. The aim was to improve the well-being of both by transforming the way we practice now and in the future. 

Organisational – Mid and West Wales Safeguarding Board Safeguarding children and adults was created under Part 7 of SSWWAct 2014 to replace local safeguarding children boards. Aim is to improve outcomes for all at risk and their families. CWMPAS is an acronym for Collaborative Working and Maintaining Partnership in Adult Safeguarding (XXX County Council, 2022). 

Indicators of harm, neglect and or abuse can be low self-esteem due to feeling like it is their fault. Bruising, cuts and even broken bones. Being humiliated in public or being called derogatory names. Having their finances limited/stopped also being isolated and a fear of outside intervention. The list is not exclusive and can be many other factors, it is important for the adult at risk to know that nothing they have done is a justification for any of these behaviours (Social Care Institute for Excellence, 2015). 

Process to safeguard an adult begins with a referral. As much information is gathered as possible to determine the next steps a decision is needed within 7 days. If it is agreed a strategy discussion is needed then this will take place with police and any other relevant agencies. Any criminal investigation identified will take priority over all other enquiries however they can run concurrently with Social services. Social Services take the lead in investigating an adult at risk under s126 (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act, 2014). Action is then taken under three headings. 
1) Immediate Protection - Remove the adult from immediate risk is the priority, further strategy meetings will take place when required. A case conference will take place where agreement that threshold has been met for Care and Support. Part 4 Care and Support Protection Plan will be created collaboratively with the Adult and or their carers depending on capacity. This will be constantly under Review and Closure may be reached if the need is no longer needed over time. 
2) Adult not at risk but may have other needs for care and support services – Advise individuals and their carers where they can access support and guidance and sign post to these services. 
3) Adult at risk and action to protect needed - Case conference to take place and there is agreement that there is a need for Care and Support, Part 4 Care and Support Protection Plan will be created and worked through. Further strategy meetings can take place when and if needed with additional information. This will be constantly reviewed and closure will take place if the needs reduce (Social Care Wales, 2023).  
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Most of the National, Local and Organisational legislation is somewhat the same for both Adults and Children however there are differences to some Legislation with one overlap being The Mental Capacity Act 2005 as this applies to individuals from age 16, this age is still considered a child. Capacity is the ability to make an informed decision based on the ability to understand a specific situation, the options available and the decision. Importantly just because someone is not able to make one decision does not mean they can’t make another (Mencap, 2023). 

Legislation solely for children are – Children Act 1989 although Part 3 has now been replaced by part 6 of Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. Children Act 2004 was the provision of a children’s commissioner. The Rights of children and Young Person (Wales) Measure 2011 – ensures that all children’s rights are include in all legislation and policy making in wales. United Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) – every child in the world has a right to survive and fulfil their potential. 

The definition of a child is set out in Section 3 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 ‘a person who is aged under 18’ (NSPCC Learning, 2023).

Indicators of Harm, Neglect or Abuse can be the same for both Adults and Children however there will be differences as children may be too young to have their finances tampered with and likewise children attend a school setting and be visible to outside agencies, Adults can become withdrawn and this is not on anyone’s radar as they don’t attend any setting. There can be a view that Adults can be the cause of their own injuries and this is not the case for children especially younger children. 

One of the main differences between Adult and Children Safeguarding is the ability for Adults to make unwise decisions (Weller, 2023). This can relate to life saving treatment, that could be detrimental to their existence however if the adult is deemed to have capacity then they are respected in making such a choice. This is not the case for children as the best interest of the child is predominantly to preserve life and discussions around this topic have begun in an article by (Aaron Wightman, 2019) where they discuss how ethical it is to maintain life when quality of life is very poor. 
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