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Introduction 

The project's success can be defined by the project deliverables, level of effectiveness, 

stakeholders' satisfaction, and benefits (Armenia et al., 2019). From assignment 1, The Hinkley 

Point C project has made progress but has also faced challenges, as is typical for large-scale 

projects, leading to overruns and delays. The task has accomplished numerous major phases but is 

still under development and faces several challenges that must be managed and mitigated. This 



3 
 

essay aims to provide a narrative on what I think about the project based on current progress, 

whether it is a success or failure to the energy sectors and reasons, lessons that could be learned 

from the Hinkley Point C project, and valid recommendations for a similar project in the future.  

Thoughts based on the current project progress. 

Hinkley Point C has completed the planning and permitting, design and engineering, and start of 

construction phases. These accomplishments show the project's progress and stakeholders' 

dedication to the nuclear power plant. Planning and permitting were essential for regulatory 

permits and environmental clearances (Glasson et al., 2021). This step entailed careful analyses 

and public engagements to resolve concerns and meet safety and environmental standards. This 

phase's success set the project's course. The project has also involved extensive analysis, 

simulations, and modifications. The start of the construction also marks a significant project 

milestone showing success. By December 2017, the project had established Sea Water Cooling 

Pipes Install (CRF). The sea walls have also created pressure vessels and some reactors (Daniel 

and Daniel, 2019). Despite these milestones, the Hinkley Point C project has faced several 

problems. However, these are common for big and complex projects. The project faces supply 

chain disruptions, underestimation of budget, regulatory changes, COVID -19 and Brexit.  

Reasons I consider it a success for the future UK energy sector.  

The UK's future energy sector will succeed based on the Hinkley Point C project. The project has 

progressed, but its long-term impact on the energy sector will also be positive. The UK will 

generate low-carbon electricity for 6 million homes through this project. As with any project of 

this size, there have been difficulties, uncertainties, and challenges. However, this project will 

positively impact the future energy sector of the UK. 
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First, the s Potential for Low-Carbon Electricity Generation: If completed and operational, Hinkley 

Point C can contribute significantly to low-carbon electricity generation in the UK. EPR 

technology, which is efficient and safe, can generate low-carbon electricity at Hinkley Point C 

(Glasson et al., 2021). If finished, the project can create electricity with low carbon emissions. 

EPR reactors use less nuclear fuel to generate more electricity (Daniel and Daniel, 2019). This 

efficiency increases power output per fuel unit, minimising greenhouse gas emissions and resource 

utilisation. Nuclear power generates electricity without emitting CO2, making it a low-carbon 

energy source. This contrasts with fossil fuel power facilities that generate large amounts of CO2, 

leading to climate change and air pollution. Hinkley Point C's EPR technology could aid the UK's 

green energy transition and carbon reduction (Smyth et al., 2018). It might help the nation reach 

its climate change commitments, particularly in the Paris Agreement, which aims to limit global 

temperature rise and mitigate climate change. EPR reactors must run effectively and safely 

throughout their lifespan to maximise low-carbon benefits. Maintaining plant reliability and safety 

requires regular maintenance, strict safety measures, and good waste management, which has been 

considered by this project, making it a success (Prabhu, 2016). Nuclear power can generate low-

carbon electricity, but the energy mix must include wind, solar, and hydro. Diversified energy 

portfolios improve energy security, resilience, sustainability, and environmental impact. 

The project can also be considered as it has led to Technological Advancement and Learning: The 

project's deployment of EPR technology represents a significant technological advancement in the 

nuclear power sector. The Hinkley Point C project uses modern European Pressurized Reactor 

(EPR) technology, advancing atomic power technology (Young, 2016). EPR reactors outperform 

older nuclear designs in safety, efficiency, and performance. This cutting-edge technology could 

increase atomic energy and the energy sector. EPR technology at Hinkley Point C allows nuclear 
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power sector knowledge transfer and learning. EPR reactor design, construction, and operation can 

teach advanced nuclear technology's complexities. Sharing this expertise with other nuclear 

programs worldwide encourages safety and innovation (Fewings and Henjewele, 2019). EPR 

technology can also enhance investors, policymakers, and energy stakeholders' trust in nuclear 

power as a viable and sustainable energy choice. It can prove that new reactor designs can make 

nuclear electricity safer and more efficient. The Hinkley Point C project can also help advance 

nuclear technologies and develop next-generation reactor designs. Reactor design and atomic 

engineering can improve technological obstacles, safety standards, and regulatory compliance. 

Hinkley Point C's success may also enhance nuclear energy's climate change image. It can help 

fight climate change by demonstrating safe and reliable nuclear power use. 

 Third, this project has led to Job Creation in the energy sector and Economic Boost. Energy jobs 

and economic growth have resulted from the Hinkley Point C project. The nuclear power plant has 

created thousands of jobs in the vicinity (Demirkesen and Ozorhon, 2017). Hinkley Point C has 

employed thousands of professional workers, engineers, technicians, and support staff during 

construction—the project specialised specialised specialised construction, engineering, logistics, 

and administration personnel. The structure and operation of Hinkley Point C will create 25,000 

employment opportunities and up to 1,000 apprenticeships, and 64% of the project's construction 

value is predicted to go to UK companies. Skilled workers have helped the project and nearby 

companies by increasing consumer spending. More jobs are projected once the project enters 

operation. Reactor maintenance, safety monitoring, and administrative tasks require skilled and 

competent staff. Nuclear power facilities last decades; thus, Hinkley Point C's job prospects will 

last. Workers and contractors need support services during construction and operation, which 

boosts secondary businesses, including accommodation, transportation, and hospitality. Economic 
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growth generates tax income for local and national governments, funding public services and 

infrastructure. Economic benefits extend beyond building and operation. Nuclear power stations 

can attract investment and boost the local economy. 

It will also lead to security in terms of energy/ power in the energy sector. Hinkley Point C helps 

secure the UK's energy supply. The project makes the nation more self-sufficient and less 

vulnerable to energy market swings and geopolitical concerns by generating electricity from 

domestic nuclear sources (Young, 2016). Many countries import natural gas and oil, including the 

UK. Foreign energy sources expose the nation to supply disruptions, price volatility, and 

geopolitical tensions that could impair energy supply stability. The UK diversifies its energy mix 

by adding a large capacity of local nuclear power, reducing import concerns. Nuclear power 

stations generate electricity year-round, unlike intermittent renewable sources like solar and wind. 

This continual availability provides a reliable base load of electricity, supporting the energy grid 

and complementing renewable sources. Hinkley Point C's ability to run for decades boosts energy 

security. Long-term investments in nuclear power projects ensure a reliable energy supply and 

reduce uncertainty (Chawla et al., 2018). It preserves the energy supply and boosts economic 

resilience. Businesses, industries, and homes need reliable energy to operate and flourish. 

The successful completion of Hinkley Point C could have implications for energy prices in the 

UK. A stable and reliable supply of low-carbon electricity from nuclear power could contribute to 

price stabilisation and ensure affordable energy for consumers and industries. The completion and 

operation of Hinkley Point C could affect UK energy pricing. As a large-scale nuclear power 

project, it can deliver consistent, low-carbon electricity, stabilising prices and ensuring 

affordability for consumers and industries. Nuclear power can generate baseload electricity all day, 

regardless of the weather. Solar and wind energy, for example, are intermittent, and output varies. 
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Thus, nuclear power can promote renewable energy integration by providing a stable grid basis 

(Jenkins et al., 2017). Hinkley Point C's atomic capacity can cut the UK's fossil fuel use, 

particularly natural gas. Global markets, geopolitical conflicts, and supply interruptions affect 

natural gas prices. The UK can reduce energy price volatility by using nuclear power independent 

of foreign fuel markets. Financial incentives and regulations to support low-carbon electricity 

sources may lower the cost of nuclear-generated electricity for consumers as the nation moves to 

a greener energy mix (Padalkar and Gopinath, 2016). While Hinkley Point C's nuclear power helps 

stabilise energy prices, other factors can still affect electricity pricing. These include fuel pricing 

for power sources, regulatory policies, infrastructure investments, and global energy market 

dynamics.  

Lastly, this project has also been used as an opening door for starting other complex sector projects 

in the UK, improving the energy sector. This project could be used for benchmarking and reference 

of projects. The successful completion of the Hinkley Point C project could spur the opening of 

other UK nuclear and energy projects (Kerzner, 2017). Hinkley Point C's completion shows that 

the UK can successfully handle large-scale energy infrastructure projects. Hinkley Point C's 

success would reassure investors, policymakers, and the public about nuclear power's reliability 

and sustainability. This favourable view could attract more nuclear energy investment, enabling 

the construction of more nuclear power stations (Putti and Tóth, 2017). The project can teach 

government and private players. Hinkley Point C's planning, construction, and operation can help 

future nuclear plants in project management regarding timelines and costs (Kerzner, 2017). 

Hinkley Point C's success encourages advanced topic technology research and development, 

improving energy efficiency. Technology can create nuclear energy jobs and companies. 

Justification for the stance and highlight the lessons that could be learned from the project. 



8 
 

Hinkley Point C proves that UK nuclear power projects are feasible. Its successful planning, 

permitting, and construction phases demonstrate the country's ability to manage large energy 

infrastructure projects. 

The project's completion can boost nuclear energy's reliability and low-carbon status. Hinkley 

Point C inspires future nuclear energy investment by investors and the government to make such 

investments. Domestic atomic power's role in energy security through reducing imports is 

important (Glasson et al., 2021). A broad energy mix, including nuclear, can provide national 

energy security. Hinkley Point C's low-carbon power generation meets UK aims. It shows how 

atomic power reduces carbon emissions and supports renewable energy options. Large-scale 

energy projects can boost local economies and provide jobs. It may inspire local communities to 

invest in similar projects. 

Lessons Learned: 

Proper Planning and Risk Management: Technical complications and supply chain interruptions 

have delayed Hinkley Point C. The project stresses preparation, risk assessment, and contingency 

measures to avoid risks that can lead to delays and cost overruns. Irrespective of the scope, Project 

success requires stakeholder engagement, including local communities and regulatory bodies. The 

project's stakeholder interactions ensure consensus-building, problem-solving, and public support, 

avoiding delays (Heagney, 2016). Large energy projects need enough money and investment. 

Financial planning and long-term investments are crucial for projects like Hinkley Point C. 

Compliance with nuclear safety and environmental rules is essential. Hinkley Point C shows the 

importance of tight regulatory compliance and ongoing inspection during construction and 

operation. Adequate timelines should be allocated to avoid delays caused by compliance and 

safety, as well as quality stakeholders (Fewings and Henjewele, 2019). EPR technology at Hinkley 
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Point C shows the possibilities of modern nuclear technologies. Nuclear innovation research can 

improve project efficiency, safety, and cost. Project managers need proper risk assessment, 

management, and adaptability to changes. Brexit and the COVID-19 outbreak slowed the project. 

Managing large-scale initiatives requires adaptability and proactivity. 

Recommendation for a similar project 

Recommendation 1: Comprehensive Risk Assessment and Management 

Risk assessment and risk management should be significant priorities for future large-scale energy 

projects like Hinkley Point C. Early identification of risks and uncertainties will improve project 

planning and mitigation. The project team should keep a risk register and constantly examine it to 

prepare for any issues (Meredith et al., 2017). Engaging with risk management professionals can 

also help the project prepare for unexpected events. 

Recommendation 2: Stakeholder Engagement and Communication 

The project's success depends on Stakeholder Engagement and Communication. Energy initiatives 

depend on stakeholder engagement and communication. Transparent and continuing contact with 

all stakeholders—local communities, regulatory authorities, investors, and industry experts—is 

crucial (Heagney, 2016). Communicating project progress, addressing concerns, and soliciting 

feedback help build confidence and support. Stakeholder engagement can also improve project 

planning and outcomes. 

Recommendation 3: Diversified Financing and Long-Term Investments 

Diversifying financing and creating long-term investment plans are essential for future energy 

initiatives. Government or private funding alone can limit finances. Public-private partnerships, 

green bonds, and international engagement can help stabilise finances (Armenia et al., 2019). 
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Long-term investments with stable cash flows can support the project throughout its duration and 

avoid dependency on short-term market swings. 

Recommendation 4: Adaptive Project Governance and Flexibility 

Given the complexity and uncertainty of large-scale energy projects, maintaining adaptive project 

governance and flexibility is vital. The project team should adapt to regulatory changes, 

technological advances, and external events like Brexit or pandemics (Demirkesen and Ozorhon, 

2017). Agile project management helps projects respond quickly to obstacles and opportunities. 

Project reviews and lessons-learned sessions can inform decision-making and continuous 

development. 

 Recommendation 5: Proper cost and timeline estimation  

Cost and timeframe estimation must integrate risk factors for future large-scale energy projects. 

Risk assessments and estimating all potential risks can improve budgeting and scheduling. 

Technological complexity, supply chain interruptions, inflationary pressures, regulatory 

compliance, and labour shortages help assess the project's risks (Chawla et al., 2018). Stakeholders 

may make better decisions, mitigate risk, and improve project performance and financial feasibility 

with accurate cost and timetable estimates, thus avoiding cost overruns and delays, as in the case 

of the Hinkley Point C project.  
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Conclusion  

In conclusion, the Hinkley Point C project has faced delays and overruns. Technological 

complexity, design modifications, supply chain disruptions, inflationary pressures, and Brexit and 

COVID-19 uncertainties caused these challenges. The project has created jobs, made several 

million stones, and had the potential to improve the UK's energy security, low-carbon electricity 

generation, economic growth, and sustainable energy future. Hinkley Point C's successful 

deployment of sophisticated EPR technology shows its ability to advance nuclear power 

technology and learning. The project's completion may inspire investors and governments to 

pursue new nuclear projects. Despite its challenges, Hinkley Point C can enable lessons for future 

large-scale energy projects. Similar projects risk assessment and management, stakeholder 

participation, diverse finance, adaptive project governance, and accurate cost and timeframe 

estimation. While Hinkley Point C faced problems, its influence on job creation, economic growth, 

and energy security shows how large-scale energy projects can benefit a nation. As the energy 

sector matures, Hinkley Point C knowledge will be crucial to improving energy infrastructure, 

meeting climate change goals, and securing a sustainable energy future for the UK. 
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