Initial Proposal for the Creative Project: 

This will be an anthology of approximately twenty poems inspired by the loose theme of ‘home’. The theme will be interpreted in a variety of ways, reflecting on the different emotions and stories that ‘home’ evokes in different people. Some poems will draw on my own personal reflections of the meaning of home, other poems will comment on more global situations such as war, repression, immigration and migration, the refugee crisis and homelessness. Some poems will focus on a particular person or real-life news story. 



Detailed Professional Proposal for the Creative Project

Author: Ruth Baker 
(Full contact details would be provided here)


Proposed Title: The proposed title will be a line taken from one of the poems in the collection. It will express the theme of the collection which is ‘home’. The line will be short and memorable, and will be followed by the explanatory subtitle, which will be: 

Home: Poems of Loss, Love and Longing 
(or) 
Home: Loss, Love and Longing 


There will be approximately twenty to twenty-five poems, encompassing a wide range of subjects on the theme of ‘home’. This will include my own personal response to my notion of home, but will also explore how other people, both in history and in the present day, respond to the concept of home. Some poems will also comment on political situations that prevent, or destroy, people’s right to their home. 

Current poetry anthologies fall into two categories: anthologies collated by one person gathering together many different poets under one theme, or collections of poetry by one poet only. My creative project would attempt to span those two categories by providing a personal approach to a wide theme. Many popular poetry anthologies are very prescriptive: Allie Esiri’s A Poem for Every Day of the Year, Deborah Alma’s The Emergency Poet: An Anti-Stress Poetry Anthology, Andrew Motion’s ‘Poetry by Heart: A Treasury of Poems to Read Aloud, are a few examples. As my project develops, I might decide to narrow my theme down…

[bookmark: _GoBack]Why should your book be published?
?

What is its likely audience?
Anyone with an interest in poetry, politics current affairs, history, anyone wanting a voice or expression to the longing for home, suffering/loss/injustice etc…

What are your particular credentials for developing a project of this sort?

I left home when I was sixteen and in over the best part of a decade I have lived in eight different locations. These experiences have given me a strong sense of what home is and is not and have an unfulfilled search to find a place to find a place to call home. 

Growing up in a town with high crime rates and limited opportunities for education and employment drove me to leave as soon as I could, but at the same time meant I would always long for my hometown with mixed feelings- a place I wanted to be part of, but never felt comfortable in. Having had a long-time fascination with the concept of home meant that I have always been interested in stories of others much more painful need to find home, or flee from home. This has meant that I have often researched the political and historic reasons as to why people cannot safely live in their homes and the social, economic, or political climates that mean that they cannot. This personal and intellectual interest in the theme of home leaves me ideally placed to create snapshots of these situations, both universal and personal, in the form of poetry.  


What other books cover a similar area of interest? How does your book differ from these?

Poetry anthologies that deal with very human stories include Neil Astley’s  Staying Alive, Being Alive and Being Human. 

Jackself is the poet Jacob Pulley’s personal exploration of his life, using the diminutive form of his name to relate his life story through the motifs of the many uses of ‘Jack’ in fairy tales and nursery rhymes. 

The Poetry of Home by Charlotte Moss is at first glance similar to the theme of my Creative Project, but it is a cosy, glossy collection of quotes from literature, describing the safe, positive attributes of home, produced by an interior designer. This is very much the opposite of what I aim to do. 


What is your projected word count?
25 poems of approx. 90 words each- 2250

Would you want to include illustrations or any other diagrams?
I would not be including any illustrations or diagrams in the collection, as I want the focus to be on the words. I would not want illustrations to influence the freedom the reader has to be able to interpret the poetry in their own way.  
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