


Reflection on professional learning gained

To reflect upon the professional learning gained as a result of designing a curriculum for the UWTSD Film & TV, I am using the Kolb (1984) model of reflection, focusing on four elements: concrete experience, reflective observation, abstract conceptualisation, and active experimentation.

Concrete experience

I found the experience of creating this curriculum quite enjoyable; I relied heavily on my own experience as a student on the course, but also took inspiration from informal discussion with lecturers and the technical demonstrator of the course, to get an understanding of what these professionals believe the course is lacking. 

I had chosen to create a curriculum with a focus on collaboration between specialisms and courses within the university (BA Acting), since my own experience on the course did not include or encourage collaboration amongst students nor student actors. Not only did I build upon the basic introductory module for first year students, but I also completely changed its core objectives. I thoroughly enjoyed creating this curriculum, especially the scheme of work and timetable, despite it being set over 36 weeks. Whilst creating the curriculum, I immersed myself, imagining scenarios in each week, and what potential they have to be built upon and applied to future practice.

Reflective Observation

I do believe I became quite overwhelmed with the possibilities that came with planning a curriculum. The opportunities that came with introducing new students to each specialism and collaboration were vast and difficult to amalgamate into one typical curriculum. It is because of this that I decided to create an academic-year-long curriculum that gradually introduces first year (level 4) students to each specialism, while incorporating collaborative exercises and filming tasks to keep the curriculum relevant and enjoyable for the students.

While relying heavily on my own experience and informal discussion with the Film & TV staff, I feel as though I have created a curriculum that is more beneficial and shows more relevance to the students’ future practice than the existing modules provided to students. I created my curriculum with the aim to prepare students for the industry from the start of their course, which will allow them to develop their practice over the course of their 3 year journey with Film & TV; it is my belief that if the students learn skills and techniques per specialism and experience and practice collaboration from their first year, they should produce better work (films). By their third and final year, the quality of films produced, and the experience of production, should be of a better quality and closer to industry standard than they are currently.

Abstract Conceptualisation

I feel as if I was limited by time and word count; over one quarter of the word count was dedicated to the scheme of work, leaving only 3,000 words for the overview, rationale, aims and outcomes, assessment strategies, recommended reading, skills and knowledge development opportunities, and transferrable skills. For such a large curriculum, 3,000 words is not enough. If I were to be given this assignment again, I would perhaps focus on one aspect of my idea and expand on it; for example, I would instead create a curriculum on collaboration, and create it around existing curricula, becoming an “accessory” to the course rather than being a main component.

Active Experimentation

I had applied aspects of my curriculum to my placement teaching throughout the year, as I had already identified the areas that the programme does not provide, and I had discussed with the lecturers’ what I felt the students needed. Together, we had devised a plan for me to introduce students to collaborative language and team-working exercises, and related these lessons to the students’ existing modules, so they could apply what they learnt with me to practice whilst producing work for their assignments. Incorporating my collaborative idea into the existing modules and witnessing an improvement in student co-operation and quality of work output, solidified my notion that this is essential for the students’ development of transferrable skills and achieving the course’s established objectives.

The success of this implementation inspired me to create a curriculum which specifically merges together all introductory subjects and present them together to solidify the notion that these skills and aspects of the film industry must go hand-in-hand in order to effectively create films.

Peer review feedback

To reflect upon the feedback obtained from the peer review process, I will be using the Gibbs (1998) model of reflection, to describe, evaluate, and analyse the peer commentary and use this to create a plan on what I would do if this assignment were to arise again.

Justification and target audience 

I had received three peer reviewed feedback forms, and consistently across the three reviews I was praised for my clear justification, which was well-supported, put into real life context and drawing on industry insights. I received no negative feedback on my justification, nor did I receive any constructive criticism; it was written on two forms that I effectively highlighted the need for collaboration and practical experience. I did not receive any particular response on whether my target audience was appropriate specifically, however one peer had remarked that my justification aligned with the goals of preparing the students for the film industry. I am happy with these responses, although I would have liked for my introductory-level curriculum to be recognised as appropriate for first year (level 4) students. In future, I will ensure I establish my target audience more clearly and make a clearer connection between the level of work and level of students.

Aims and objectives

I received positive feedback on my aims and objectives, with my consideration of student expectations being recognised. All three peers understood my aims and objectives and how they fit into my curriculum. Whilst in my own opinion I do believe I could have expanded more on the aims and objectives; I am content with the response from my peers.

Suitable structure

The peer review feedback for whether my structure was suitable for the needs of the topic and cohort were overwhelmingly positive. Here it was recognised that the assessment methods were suitable for the level at which the students will study, and that the inclusion of collaborative exercises with the acting course adds depth to the learning experience and provides students with valuable exposure to working with actors. I am pleased that my efforts to create a curriculum suitable and valuable to level 4 students was recognised and praised.

Professional standards and benchmarking statements

I received lacklustre responses to my professional standards in comparison to the rest of my curriculum proposal, which felt anticlimactic as I am proud of the detail and effort I had put into completing it. I can only assume from this feedback that I have not expanded on the professional standards nor related it effectively to the curriculum and student needs. In future I will expand upon the professional standards framework in more depth. (AdvanceHE, 2023).

Scheme of work

My scheme of work was praised across all three peer review feedback forms; stating I provided a clear roadmap for implementation, demonstrated good knowledge and attention to detail, and I also received commendation for the refresher courses that I implemented throughout the year-long curriculum. I had put a lot of time and effort into creating the scheme of work, so receiving this feedback has justified my pride in its outcome.

Additional comments

The additional comment from one peer discussed the exclusion of diversity and additional learning needs (ALN), which I recognise and understand that these two topics must be included in order to create a safe learning environment. Admittedly, I had struggled to stay within the 4,000 word count and could not include everything I had wished to include without sacrificing the crucial details needed for me to justify and establish my proposal. In future, I will ensure that I create space for the inclusion of an ALN and diversity statement.

One peer review’s additional comments and suggestions I did not agree with, and whilst these suggestions are with good intentions, I believe it has come from a peer with little-to-no knowledge on film studies. However, from this feedback I can conclude that I did not write this curriculum proposal in a level that can be understood by anyone; I had written it as a film graduate and experienced filmmaker but had not taken into consideration how someone with little film interest or knowledge would read it.

One suggestion was to incorporate collaboration beyond the UWTSD Acting course; whilst this would be beneficial, it would only be able to operate on a level higher than what the first year students are capable, so would not be relevant to my proposed curriculum. Another would be to consider the emerging technologies or trends in the film industries, but again this would only be appropriate for higher level students. There was also criticism of one of my chosen books being from 1970, which understandably may not look relevant to someone outside of film studies. From this I can assume that I did not expand upon and explain the recommended reading list effectively, and in future practice I will ensure that any recommended reading material is appropriately justified in its relevance to the course.
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Appendices

Appendix 1

Below is a peer review form I filled in for Curriculum 2: Teaching Neurodiversity in Post-16 Education.

Curriculum number: 2

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
The curriculum has been appropriately justified in the overview, with the target audience clearly identified. This person has also outlined the benefit this curriculum has for its audience (PCET student teachers), further justifying its importance and advantage to the PCET programme.

This person has outlined their perceived fault in modules from various universities, summarised where they believe needs more emphasis, provided statistics of students with neurodivergence, along with studies that support their notion of pulling focus towards teaching and learning strategies that can aid learning amongst neurodivergent students.




The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
Aims and objectives are clear, concise, and cover all aspects of the curriculum. Outcomes are more detailed than the aims, but both are considerably specific on what is expected.




The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
The proposed structure is brilliantly laid out – an in-depth expansion on each lecture is provided, covering the topics, the objectives, assessment, resources, and even themes. The structure shows clear thought and passion for the well-argued improvement of the PCET programme’s coverage on neurodiversity.

The recommended reading list contains up-to-date modern books, and the writer has included a brief account of the books, therefore providing the reader of this curriculum proposal with an explanation of why these books are needed for this curriculum.




Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
Professional standards are applied appropriately and thoroughly, good expansion on each point making it relevant to the curriculum and the course’s needs.







Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
The scheme of work is well designed, shows clear understanding and passion for the topic. Rather than dismissing what is already taught, this person expands on this and incorporates their proposed idea to the existing curriculum. This improvement is well argued and presented efficiently in their scheme of work.





Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
The writer has very clearly thought through what the course lacks in educating and has provided an in-depth and concise solution. The writer has an indisputable enthusiasm for helping neurodivergent students and ensuring they are given the best and most enjoyable experience at university. Immediately the source of the problem was identified – lack of training/education on how to teach neurodivergent students, rather than the teaching of what neurodiversity is. The writer then incorporates the teaching/introduction of these neurodivergent traits to their new proposal of teaching student teachers how to provide these neurodivergent students with the best and more effective learning experience.






























Appendix 2

Below is a peer review form I filled in for Curriculum 7: Terrorism

Curriculum number: 7

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
The writer has appropriately justified the need for this curriculum and highlighted the benefit to third year (level 6) students. Covering the number, intensity, and impact of terrorist attacks in the UK highlights the necessity for this curriculum.




The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
Aims provide us with its goal and purpose, albeit short, but it provides us with enough detail. The objectives are also short but are numbered and provide us with what the learning outcomes will be – short and sweet.




The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
This writer has included a “transferrable skills” section, which effectively emphasises how this topic is structured in a way which can be transferrable to real life, the addition of a guest speaker in the scheme of work further solidifies this structure and its benefits to students. Skills that will be learnt are discussed clearly as well as their connection to working life in the police/terrorism sector.




Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	The professional standards were very detailed, each section is analysed and describes how the curriculum meets each part. Benchmarking statement highlights its purpose and that some would be set by police, however that in an academic setting there would be tests put in place. Good examples provided, and again describes these examples and relates it to the need for this curriculum.




Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	Scheme of work is clearly well thought out and planned with the students in mind. This writer provides the students with drop in sessions – something that is very useful and often overlooked when creating a curriculum. The purpose of each lesson is clear and concise. I like the way the content is allocated and arranged, it begins informational and introducing students to terrorism, what it is, who they are, motives, then proceeds onto specific areas of terrorism. I like the inclusion of a guest speaker towards the end of the curriculum, I believe this provides students with a real-life account of terrorism and connects the academic and practical ‘real world’ experience.





Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
Good background information on the degree routes being introduced and the UK’s relationship with terrorism, it gives good insight on the purpose of the course which in turn provides us with a bigger picture on why this curriculum is beneficial.











































Appendix 3

Below is a peer review form I filled in for Curriculum 12: Additional Learning Needs of Children and Young People.

Curriculum number: 12

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
Own experience on the course provides justification, but the writer also provides statistics and data on children with ALN, highlighting the necessity of introducing ALN specific modules on the Health and Care of Children and Young People programme.

Very good that legislation is presented and analysed, connecting it with the course and emphasising why it is important for the students to have knowledge of this; the writer also highlights that it will enhance their professional practice, furthering the justification to include this curriculum on the course.




The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
Module aims and learning outcomes are short but sufficiently inform of the intention and show appropriateness to the level of study (level 4).




The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
The curriculum is set up both in-person and online, making it inclusive to everyone. This sets a good example on an ALN curriculum, it shows initiative and that the students are taken into consideration.

The first lesson plan provided state no previous knowledge is needed for the session, making it suitable for level 4 students. The second lesson plan states previous student knowledge is required, but it ties in with the module introduction. This creates a good ‘flow’ within the curriculum where learning takes place and is translated seamlessly across the course.




Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
Each professional standard that will be met is expanded on and explains its relevance to the curriculum and course – very good







Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
The scheme of work is informative, interesting, and is clearly designed with both the students and legislation in mind. This shows awareness and understanding of the requirements in teaching such a topic, making it more relevant for students’ future practice.





Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
Curriculum introduction is clear and concise.

Lesson plans are extensive with a lot of information – very clear to read and easy to understand.

Knowledge and skills development opportunities was a good addition to this curriculum proposal – it further supports the need for this curriculum in order for the programme to prepare students for working life and provide opportunities .
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