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Introduction 
I will be conduction a research based on the impact that the Virtual learning environment has on university students and others who have encountered this programme in order to see how useful it really is in terms of learning and being able to gather information from the site to conduct this research I have specifically picked 8 questions both opened and ended that I have give 20 students to answer , the majority of people asked were from the University I am attending to , the questions that I picked were easy and straight forward in order to produce a clear answer a the end of the research based on the primary question being how effective the virtual learning environment really is.

Question 1 
Are you currently using VLE (i.e. Moodle)? 

A vast majority of people answered that they are in current use of VLE making the research valid as I was able to see that a lot of student at the University make use of moodle and are able to give a clear indication through the questionnaire I have used , I have used an opened ended question to begin with as I considered it to be useful in gathering the amount of people that are actually aware of the programme. The type of data a have gathered here is called qualitative as the data can be counted and placed into a chart.



Question 2 
How often do you use VLE?


From my second question I was able to gather how frequently VLE is used and from the charts I am able to see that the vast majority of students make use of VLE once a week , this shows me that although it is accessed consecutively it is not overly used by students , however I have to take into consideration the fact that I was only able to ask 20 students therefore I am only able to see a small fraction of the usage compared to the amount of students that actually attend the University , the second most popular answer from this question was 5 students stating that they use VLE more than once a week which is a positive outcome as I am able to see that some students find it more helpful and visit it a lot more either for their assignment brief or revision. For this question I have also chosen to use a multiple choice question to allow me to see a better view on the use of VLE , they also provide no room for subjectivity , the students also don’t have to come up with an answer giving them more time to focus on the actual question.





Question 3 
Do you find Moodle difficult to use?


My third question was also an opened ended question for me to discover how much difficulty there is when using Moodle , as shown above a lot of people opted that they find it difficult to use , I think this may have something to do with the fact that most students attending the University are slightly older some with families of their own, therefore they might not be as familiar with the use of a virtual learning environment some feel a lot more comfortable with the traditional way of learning such as writing things down in class and having the teacher there physically,  when placing this question in my questionnaire I wasn’t surprised to receive this type of feedback as I was aware of these other factors that would have an influence.








Question 4 
In a few words describe the best feature of Moodle and give a short reason why
The most efficient answer that I received for this question was that Moodle included all the modules for each term and they were easy to access , most students found it very useful that they were able to see each module separately and could access it at any time the modules included the PowerPoints of the lesson but also the assignment briefs making it easier for them to stay ahead of the class with work but also it gave them a chance to catch up on any missed work if they were not able to attend the lecture on the given day, I found it very convenient to use an open ended question in this questionnaire as I was also able to gather qualitative data , it gave the students a chance to include more information in their answer but also their feelings towards it , they were able to respond freely to what was asked and it gave me as the researcher a chance to see what Moodle was the most helpful in providing for the students, some students preferred the PowerPoints that were provided as it gave them an extra bit of information but also because for some English is not their first language therefore having the lessons there make it easier for them to understand and possibly gave them a chance to do some independent work at home as to what they did not obtain in the lesson or the slides given.

5-Question 5 
Are you likely to recommend VLE to others outside your University?



My fifth question was a yes or no question based on if the students found it useful enough in order to be able to recommend it to others who might benefit form it , the response I gathered was quite positive with 17 out of 20 students saying that they would in fact recommend it to others , I was expecting such an answer as in my previous questions a lot of the students agreed that VLE was useful to them personally therefore they shouldn’t hesitate to mention it to others who are also considering to start on an academic career. This piece of qualitative data made it manageable in terms of categorising my answers and placing them into this research project , I can only assume that those that opted no to this question find difficulties when using the programme or they don’t have others around them that would make use of it as they are working.

Question 6 
Does Moodle provide you with enough information on the specific course?



As shown above a lot of students have the opinion that Moodle does give them enough information to the courses they are taking in fact only ¼ of the students are of the opinion that it doesn’t , this contradicts my fourth question as a lot of the students said it was a bit difficult to use however they are aware that Moodle does have the correct information on there to help them , this could be due to other factors as I have listed above , this is also an open ended question as it helps me formulate a better conclusion at the end. I picked this question because I was curious to find out whether the students thought that Moodle and the virtual learning environment gave them enough resources to complete the course without having to physically attend the lessons at the University as recently lessons have been taking place online and apart from keeping in touch with the lecturer the only other option was for students to access their online account , I consider to have received a good response showing that even without the lessons at the University students are stull confident they can continue based on the information provided by the virtual learning environment.

Question 7
Is the virtual learning environment efficient in terms of your academic study?


This question was about the efficiency so I decided to do an option based question so I could see each answer in bit more detail , the most effective answer was that it is very efficient , this correlates to my past answers to the questions as it is often used and students agree that it gives enough information.

Question 8 
Can you describe in a short sentence how would you adjust the contents provided by VLE?

For my last question to this questionnaire I chose to have an open ended question to allow the students to once again voice their opinion in more detail, but to also let me see if the virtual learning environment has any disadvantages ,  the most common answer I received was that students wouldn’t really adjust anything as they are given enough options on Moodle and they don’t have any suggestions , this could also be due to the fact that they don’t have a very good understanding of the question itself , when gathering information for it I realised that it wasn’t clear enough to students and it was a bit difficult in terms of wording, however for those who did understand what I was trying to get across they suggested that the programme should have a quiz option where students are able to test their knowledge on each course after they have finished with their lesson or their revision, I was only able to gather to sets of qualitative data’s as I only implemented two questions of this kind in my questionnaire to make it easier on myself when having to round up everyone’s answer , if I was able to hand out this questionnaire to a lot more than 20 students I would have added a few more questions like this so I could find out how people really felt about this.


9-Conclusion 
This research has helped me develop me research skills even more than before , when coming up with my questionnaire I was able to learn about the variety of questions that can be used and how they all play a different role in gathering a response, I was able to learn about quantitative and qualitative data and where each one can be implemented in my research , from what I gathered I can clearly see that the virtual learning environment is crucial to some students as it gives them an opportunity to learn outside the class , it also manages to keep each course clear and gives the students better ideas about what they should be doing , the majority of people I asked enjoyed using VLE as a guideline to how they should present their work , when  giving out my questionnaire I also gave it to other students outside the University I attend that still make use of VLE and the conclusion came out the same they were if the same opinion that VLE has its perks , although not all find it easy to switch from classroom learning to virtual both ways give positive results, personally I find Moodle very useful when it comes to having to do my work because I feel like it gives me extra support and I can access it at any time , I always use it when it comes to completing my assignments as I can always double check to see if I’ve missed out on anything but also to see if I’m following the correct guidelines, I wouldn’t really change anything about it as I am already familiar with it from attending previous educational institutes so I was able to come to terms with the use of it from a young age. I enjoy the fact that I am able to find the PowerPoints that the lecturers use in lessons as sometimes I go over them and capture anything, I might have missed on.
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