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                                        INTRODUCTION

This report shall provide definition of sustainable development and briefly be looking at the United Nations 17 sustainable development goals. The Borough of Barnet is chosen for this report and will consider what has been done in relation to goals number 3- ensuring good health and wellbeing for all ages, goal number 4- providing quality education and goal number 17- revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development. It shall consider at least one policy for meeting each of the above 3 goals in addition to statistical evidence. It shall consider the benefits so far from the sustainable development goals in terms of implementation, review and examine the current status of Barnet Borough with a view to providing at least 4 recommendations that will help to improving the identified sustainable development goals. It shall also consider 3 or more policies of the United Kingdom (UK) Government in meeting these goals and this will be followed by conclusion.


WHAT IS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

According to the Brundtland Commission Report of 1987 of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), sustainable development is the “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” (UNESCO, 2021). It remains a key global issue because it affects every aspect of human existence and growth. For example, climate change, energy, economy, poverty, education and social injustices are some of the key global challenges that needs to be tackled effectively in order to ensure the health and wellbeing of the population now and in the future.  Sustainable development entails balancing and managing the trade- offs between social, economic and environmental progress (FDSD, 2020). Principles and values are employed to attaining these trade-offs which were developed by UNESCO as desirable outcomes or sustainable development goals to guide policy making (FDSD, 2020).
There are 17 sustainable development goals as set out and agreed by 193 countries globally with 169 targets for sustainable development in 2030 and includes the following:

GOAL 1- NO POVERTY: This is the first and foremost goal as provided by UNESCO. About700 million people representing 10% or less of global population live in extreme poverty- measured by people living on less than $1.90 a day thereby struggling to meet basic needs of clean water, health and education etc with most occurring sub-Sahara Africa and south Asia (UN, 2022). The Corona virus pandemic of 2020 has further increased the number of people into poverty by 97 million in 2021 (World Bank, 2022). Perhaps this is because countries locked down major parts of their economy in response to the pandemic.
It is against this background that UNESCO has set 2030 to eradicate poverty for all people globally by ensuring that men and women have equal rights and access to economic resources and social protection services (UN,2022). Support and mobilise resources through collaboration with international partners for developing and least developed countries in order to implement poverty reduction programmes and policies (UN, 2022).  

GOAL 2- ZERO HUNGER: An estimated 135 million people experience acute hunger globally and the figures are likely to increase further by 130 million because of climate change, conflicts, economic upheavals and more recently, the Corona virus pandemic of 2020 (UN, 2022). The target is to end hunger by 2030 by ensuring that people specifically the poor and those in vulnerable situations like war, conflicts and natural disasters have access to safe, nutritious and sufficient food (UN, 2022). However, access to food is very challenging especially when parties involved with war or conflict do not agree on a safe corridor to provide food for victims as witnessed in Mariupol, Ukraine in the ongoing war with Russia. The United Nations World Food Programme remains one of the agencies on ground to providing food or ending hunger in global emergencies including climate change crises, pandemics and natural disasters etc (World Food Programme WFP, 2022).

GOAL 3- GOOD HEALTH AND WELLBEING: According to the World Health Organisation (WHO, 2022) “Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social wellbeing and not merely the absence of a disease or infirmity” and mental health is a state of wellbeing where an individual is able to cope with stress of life and contribute to his or her community. Health and wellbeing involve physical health, mental/emotional health and healthy lifestyles as well as being associated with happiness and life satisfaction (NHS, 2022). Ensuring healthy living and wellbeing for all ages globally by 2030 remains one of the sustainable development goals of the United Nations. It supports research and development of vaccines and medicines that help to prevent communicable and non-communicable diseases among the population as well as ensure access to and treatment for diseases with little or no cost (UN,2022). It also hopes to reduce the rate mothers die while giving birth to less than 70 per 100,000 (UN,2022).

GOAL 4- QUALITY EDUCATION: Quality education entails the facilitation of appropriate knowledge, skills development, gender parity, school equipment and resources, well trained teaching force and relevant school infrastructure (UNESCO, 2021). Quality education should spread across all levels of education including early years, primary, secondary, further education and higher education. This goal is to ensure that by 2030, all children globally have access to quality education including pre-primary, secondary and tertiary/vocational learning. It extends also to all youths and adults especially the vulnerable and disables and that they have equal access to affordable quality technical, vocational and tertiary education as it remains the key to unlocking poverty and improving living standards (UN, 2022). It also ensures that by 2030, every young person and adult have achieved standard levels of literacy and numeracy (UN, 2022).

GOAL 5- GENDER EQUALITY: The goal is to ensure that everyone especially girls and women are treated equally and fairly like their male counterparts in society and that they have 
equal access to productive resources for personal growth and development (UN, 2022). Physical and domestic abuse, early/forced marriages, Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), Girl trafficking, under representations of women in political and economic private/public positions are some of the examples of social, political and economic inequalities that needs to be overcome if the goal of gender equality is to be attained by 2030 (UN, 2022).

GOAL 6- CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION: The core of this goal is to ensure that by 2030, everyone has access to and affordable clean drinking water as well as good sanitation and hygiene. This is because clean drinking water plus good sanitation and hygiene are crucial and have remained one of the best proven approaches of preventing and controlling the spread of diseases as evidenced from the recent and ongoing Covid-19 pandemic (UN, 2022). Having access to clean and affordable drinking water, sanitation and hygiene can go a long way in preventing the 829,000 people that die each year as a result of unsafe drinking water, sanitation and hand hygiene (WHO, 2022).

GOAL 7- AFFORDABLE AND CLEAN ENERGY: This goal focuses on ensuring that people have access to affordable, sustainable and clean energy by 2030 (UN, 2022). Recent events including ongoing Ukraine and Russia war has made fossil fuel and energy less affordable and impacted negatively on the lives of people globally. There is the urgent need to develop more renewable energy sources and improve upon technology on existing ones because renewable energy is the future for sustainable development. Examples include solar energy, wind energy, falling water energy, heat of the earth energy (geothermal) etc. All these helps to reduce greenhouse gases from fossil fuel and pollution which impacts on climate change (EIA, 2021).

GOAL 8- DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC GROWTH: This goal aims at promoting and sustaining per capita economic growth by 2030 as it creates better employment opportunities and ultimately improve the living standard of people globally (UN, 2022). It also ensures that everyone of working age including male and female, able and disable should have equal opportunity for decent jobs and equal pay based on equal values. Decent employment with decent pay is also a key to tackling poverty in goal 1. However, disruptions to production due to the ongoing global coronavirus pandemic and ongoing war in Ukraine are huge challenges towards attaining this goal but that does not suggest it’s not attainable.

GOAL 9- INDUSTRY, INNOVATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE: Infrastructural development coupled with innovation in technology can trigger a whole lot of economic activities leading to employment and income generation. This is necessary for industrialisation and international trade leading to optimal and efficient use of resources nationally and globally. The 2030 Agenda therefore calls on member countries to accelerate their innovative and production capacities, infrastructure and more importantly investment in Research and Development especially in developing countries to ensure a resilient global world (UN, 2022).
GOAL 10- REDUCE INEQUALITY WITHIN AND AMONG COUNTRIES: All forms of inequality including income, gender, health, social, political and social etc must be tackled and significantly reduced by 2030 if sustainable development goal is to be achieved (UN, 2022). This is because inequality restrict access to health, education, leadership positions, social injustices and hatred among people in society. The vulnerable such as refugees, people with disability, children and elderly are worst hit when inequality thrives suggesting part of the population are left behind.
GOAL 11- SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES: While urban cities accounts for 60% of global Gross Domestic Product (GDP), building sustainable cities require that countries should also tackle the 70% of the global emission generated from economic and productive activities (UN, 2022). Building sustainable urban cities by 2030 also require adequate 
transport, housing, health, water and sanitation systems are at their optimal best to avoid issues of overcrowding and outbreak of diseases etc (UN, 2022).
GOAL 12- RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION: This goal emphasises the need for countries to reconsider the depleting impact of their production and consumption on natural resources. It advocates for efficient utilisation of available natural resources and promoting sustainable lifestyle devoid of wastages that could have been re-utilised for production purposes (UN, 2022). By 2030, countries should be using technology to prevent wastages, store food and recycle/re-use food waste as well as ensure effective transportation system from production farms to consumption areas especially in developing countries.
GOAL 13- CLIMATE ACTION: Continuous emissions of green house gases and carbon dioxide into the atmosphere are having significant effect on the climate such as extreme weather temperatures and rising sea levels, drought and flooding which are affecting living standards globally. This goal calls on all countries to work together to bring the rising temperature to below 2-degree Celsius pre-industrial levels to avoid a catastrophe on the planet by integrating climate change measures into national planning, policies and interventions (UN, 2022).
GOAL 14- CONSERVE LIFE BELOW WATER: Human activities of pollution through industrial waste disposal in oceans and acidification are having devastating depleting effects on marine life and the planet (UN, 2022). This goal therefore calls on all countries to urgently take measures to prevent and conserve marine and coastal ecosystems as human life depends on it (UN, 2022). Measures may include regulation/legislation on ocean pollution, overfishing and destructive fishing practices such as indiscriminate use of chemicals for fishing.
GOAL 15- LIFE ON LAND: Human quest for survival is altering almost 75% of nature that supports life including deforestation and desertification while some wildlife is at the verge of extinction (UN, 2022). This goal calls for countries to urgently take significant action in reducing degradation of natural habitats, end the loss of biodiversity and prevent the extinction of threatened wildlife species (UN, 2022). This is necessary to ensure a sustainable world. 
GOAL 16- PEACE, JUSTICE AND STRONG INSTITUTIONS: Conflicts, war, terrorism etc are having devastating impact on human lives and meeting sustainable development goals. For example, more than 5 million and 7 million Ukrainians have fled and displaced into other neighbouring countries due to ongoing war with Russia (UN, 2022). Food production and supply has been stalled in the region leading to fall in GDP and eventually unsustainable development. The goal calls on all member countries to avoid and resolve all forms of conflict within and across national boundaries by complying with the rule of law if the goal of sustainable development is to be achieved.
GOAL 17- REVITALIZE GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: Sustainable development goals are difficult to achieve if there is absence of partnership and collaboration among member countries especially the developing countries that rely on developed countries for technical, financial, economic support etc for growth and development (UN, 2022). Developed countries who have pledged a percentage of the GDP to support other countries should honour their pledges including the UK although this could be a challenge if the countries themselves are undergoing recession or falling GDP.                                                                                                                                                                               

UK GOVERNMENT APPROACH TOWARDS DELIVERY OF SDGs
The UK Government has and are continuously taking steps towards the delivery of the above 17 sustainable development goals. One of the steps is to ensure that the United Nations SDGs are contained in each planned activity of the different Government departments and for the purpose of this report, the focus shall be on goals 3, 4 and 17.



Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.
Crime reduction policy is an approach by the UK government in delivering on goal 3 which is to ensure healthy lives and promoting well-being for all through the Home Office Department. This approach is undertaken by the government because crime affects the physical and mental wellbeing of people including physical injury, anger, lack of sleep and post-traumatic stress disorders for example, depression and anxiety related illnesses (Victim Support UK, 2022). Therefore, a policy of crime reduction will ensure better health and promotion of wellbeing for all at all ages.
The UK government through the Home Office has set up ‘The Police Uplift Programme’ in order to recruit 20,000 more police officers in England and Wales and to ensure that funds are available to support them in tackling and reducing crime across the country (GOV.UK, 2021).
More importantly is the County Lines Programme and the Project ADDER programmes aimed at reducing drug related crimes and deaths; reduce drug related offending; reduce the prevalence of drug use and sustain the disruption of gangs and organised criminal networks involved in the supply and importation of illegal drugs and weapons through government funding of over £59 million (GOV.UK,2021). The project ADDER which stands for Addiction Diversion Disruption Enforcement and Recovery also ensure that drug users and drug smugglers especially children and young people caught and convicted undergo rehabilitation including access to treatment, support with housing and gainful employment in starting a new life (GOV.UK 2021). ‘The Safer Streets Fund’ is another government effort towards preventing neighbourhood crimes specifically within hotspot crime locations in the UK (GOV.UK 2021).
Data from the Office of National Statistics (ONS) show a reduction in number of neighbourhood crimes within 6 months from 1, 704,000 in June 2020 to 1, 616,000 in December 2020 for England and Wales (GOV.UK, 2021). Overall, there is 10% decrease in Knife-related crimes in September 2021 as compared to the previous year for England and Wales as well as 20% decrease in robbery offences (ONS, 2022). This perhaps suggest the UK Government is on track in delivering on the sustainable development goal 3 through crime reduction policy.

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all policy.
The UK government delivers on the UN Sustainable Development Goal 4 through the Department for Education (Dfe). The policy is to ‘Provide the best start in life through high-quality early education and childcare to raise standards and help parents to work’ with the support of the Department of Works and Pensions (DWP) as well as Her Majesty Revenue and Customs (HMRC) (GOV.UK 2021). The aim is to enhance child development at early stage as well as balance parents/guardian’s home and work commitments through childcare support. It is based on the premise that childhood investment is associated with improved health, higher employment, higher lifetime earnings and greater productivity (GOV.UK 2021). Continuous delivery of early education entitlements such as 30 hours free childcare per week for working parents with 3- and 4-year-old and free early education for 2-year-old disadvantaged children are some of the strategies for delivering on this goal (GOV.UK 2021). It collaborates with DWP and HMRC to ensure that working families with children continuously gets support with childcare costs in order to keep them at work and strengthen the life chances of their children (GOV.UK 2021). Dfe are reforming the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) especially disadvantaged children with a view to achieving standard levels of communication, language development, literacy and maths at age 5. For example, UK Government spent £9 million in 2020 to improve language skills for children in reception age through the Nuffield Early Language Intervention-NELI (GOV.UK 2021). Available statistics for early education entitlement of 15 hours for 2-year-olds children show an increase from 58% in 2015 to 69% in 2020 while it has remained almost stable for 3- and 4-year-olds around 93% in 2020 since 2011 of 94% (GOV.UK 2021). The policy since 2015 has so far been rated good or outstanding for early years settings inspection report by Ofsted from 85% in 2015 to 96% in 2020 (GOV.UK 2021). Ofsted is the UK education regulator. The above statistics suggest how UK Government has delivered on the United Nation’s SDG 4 of quality education.

Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development policy. This is the UK’s government policy to deliver on the UN Sustainable Development Goal 17. It shall achieve this goal through the HM Revenue and Customs Department along with Cabinet office and Department for Education by maintaining taxpayers’ consent through fair treatment and protection of society from harm strategy (GOV.UK 2021). HM Revenue and Customs will continue to partner with taxpayers in building trust and creating more awareness of their powers and how it is being used. It will continue to signpost available support needed by taxpayers through HMRC charter published in 2020. It will continue to support taxpayers in making claims to tax credit entitlements and ensure that underpayment errors don’t exceed 0.7% (GOV.UK 2021). More importantly is that it will continue to tackle promoters of tax avoidance by introducing legislation on Finance Bill and implementing the tax avoidance promoters’ strategy of 2020 (GOV.UK 2021). The goal is to ensure that everyone pay a fair share of tax to the Government and to clamp down on individuals and organisations who use different schemes to avoid paying tax because tax serves as revenue for Government to meet its financial commitments including delivering on the UN sustainable development goals at international level, nationally and locally. Records from HMRC show a fall in the avoidance tax gap from £3.7 billion in 2005/2006 to £1.7 billion in 2017/2018 (GOV.UK 2021). This figure suggests Government strategy through HMRC have protected UK society from financial loss of £2 billion and will continue to disrupt activities of tax avoiders nationally.

UK LONDON BOROUGH OF BARNET
At the local level, the 33 Boroughs of London are continuously making efforts in delivering on the SDGs including Barnet council located in North London. It has a Sustainability Strategy Framework including ‘The Barnet Plan (2021-2025)’ developed towards meeting the central government sustainability targets of SDGs (Barnet London Borough, 2021). In delivering on the UN SDG 3, the ‘Barnet Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy (JHWS)’ was developed by the Statutory Health and Wellbeing Board (HWBB) as set out by the Health and Social Care Act 2012 (Barnet London Borough, 2021). It focuses on 3 key policy areas namely creating a healthier place and resilient communities; starting, living and ageing well and ensuring delivery of coordinated and holistic care when needed (Barnet London Borough, 2021).
With a population of 402,700 and expected to grow to 446, 400 by 2030; average life expectancy of 82.9 years for males and 86 for females; 4,434 people above 65 years living with dementia; 22,229 people diagnosed with Diabetes and 56.4% of Barnet adult population being obese or overweight, the JHWS would be of immense benefit to improving the health and wellbeing of the people (Barnet London Borough, 2021).
So far, Barnet council has created a cycle lane along A1000 to promote and enable active travel to work, school, shopping and built 2 brand new leisure facilities in Barnet Copthall and New Barnet as physical activity has been shown to be associated with reduced cardiovascular diseases such as stroke, heart attack, High blood pressure etc. (Barnet London Borough, 2021). It has also installed over 100 electric vehicle charge points across the borough to encourage motorist to use more of zero emission electric cars to improve air quality in the borough (Barnet London Borough, 2021). The borough has successfully agreed a contract with advertising agencies banning 200m of unhealthy food adverts in Barnet schools as well as limit access to takeaways at hot spot centres in the borough (Barnet London Borough, 2021).

With regards to delivering on sustainable development goal 4 which is quality education, 
the Barnet Education and Learning Service (BELS) and the council developed the ‘Barnet Education Strategy 2021-2024’ with clear aims of Access; inclusion; achievement-school improvement; achievement-educational outcomes; achievement and inclusion-reducing the impact of covid 19 pandemic on learning; achievement and inclusion-reducing the gaps and strengthening resilience (Barnet London Borough, 2021). The overall priority of the education policy to ensure that no one is left behind in the provision of quality education especially with children and young people with special needs, disability and children on free school meals. Barnet schools have continued to be rated good and outstanding at 96% and in the top 10% in UK by OFSTED- the UK education regulator (Barnet London Borough, 2021). The schools took great risk and remained open to children of key workers and vulnerable students, nursery, reception, years 1 and 6 during the height of the pandemic/lockdown. Online school platforms such as Google classroom and MS Teams for learning were created for primary and secondary schools and learning resources were provided online while hard copies were sent through post to children/students who could not afford access to the internet and online learning (Barnet London Borough, 2021). Perhaps these huge steps were made to ensure that no child or student missed out on learning during national lockdown.
The council has created over 12,000 new school places since 2010 in order to secure a place for every child in primary school and new secondary schools has been created through the establishment of 2 new free schools -Saracens high school and Ark academy (Barnet London Borough, 2021). Due to the rising number of young people aged 18 and above Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET) post pandemic, post-16 strategic team made up of advisers was set up to identify and guide young people to live apprenticeship and education vacancies. Information and updates on live vacancies were communicated through social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp etc (Barnet London Borough, 2021). This medium was chosen because young people are the most engaged with social media in UK (Statista, 2021) and therefore more effective in engaging young people to apprenticeship and education opportunities.
The Barnet Borough has continued to meet the needs and support vulnerable children with Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND), Looked After Children (LAC) and children eligible for free school meals. More importantly is the cooperation with schools to recruit/retrain best teachers and school head teachers/principals to help deliver on the provision of inclusive quality education for the council (Barnet London Borough, 2021). 73% achievement in expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics at Key stage 2 by Primary pupils and Good Level of Development (GLD) achievement above UK national average in Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) pupils are some of the successes from actions taken so far in providing quality education (Barnet London Borough, 2021).

Goal 17- Partnership for the goals.
With regards to Goal 17- Partnership for the goals, the London borough has continued to work in partnership with national, regional and local stakeholders in order to maintain a thriving and sustainable community. For example, it has partnered with Metropolitan Police, Primary Care Trust, Fire Brigade, Probation Service and voluntary organisations in ensuring safety for the community (Barnet London Borough, 2022). It is also working with experienced partners including HM Government; London Energy Ltd; Network rail; transport for London etc in delivering growth and regeneration projects including Dollis valley multi storey homes, upper and Lower Fosters Estate, Brent cross shopping centre etc (Barnet London Borough, 2021). There also been great collaboration between the Barnet Education and Learning Service and Teaching schools within and outside Barnet in support of teacher recruitment and improvement in schools (Barnet London Borough, 2021). The above examples highlight the crucial role partnership and collaboration play in delivering on any of the sustainable development goals including Barnet. 

BENEFITS OF SDGs TO BARNET LONDON BOROUGH
The UN SDGs has provided the framework for strategic planning, policy creation and review as well as action for meeting the SDGs in the borough such as social justice and inclusion, quality education, health and wellbeing and appropriate response to climate change (Local Government Association LGA, 2022).
The SDGs has also helped the borough to focus and re-focus its efforts on enhancing health and wellbeing for residents who were left behind (LGA, 2022).
The SDGs has strengthened the need for strategic partnership and joint action collaboration which has made it more feasible to achieve the goals (LGA, 2022).


RECOMMENDATIONS
1. One of the greatest challenges that can hinder the delivery of sustainable development goals at local level is lack or absence of funds to implement policy actions. Where UK national government fails to provide adequate funds to local authorities, local authorities should explore alternatives rather than providing excuses for failed policy implementation. One of the approaches of sourcing funds is through international, national and local working partnership with other organisations (public/private) with shared vision, principles and outcomes.
2. London borough of Barnet should do more to bridge the gap in health and wellbeing of people in the communities for example, life expectancy for male/females in Brunt Oak is 79.3/82.7 years whereas it is 87.3/91 years in Garden suburbs (Barnet London Borough, 2021). The borough should explore and identify the wider determinants of health inequalities in these 2 communities including housing, employment, skills and education, access to health and wellbeing facilities to promoting good health. 
3. Policies and strategies for achieving the sustainable development goals need to be annually assessed, reviewed, updated and monitored in accordance with changing human needs and environment to ensure it remains fit for purpose.
4. London Borough of Barnet should continue to see themselves literally as soldiers in the front line in the fight against socio-economic and environmental hindrances towards the attainment of more sustainable world now and in the future. Consequently, their plans and actions are crucial in ensuring no one is left behind.

 


CONCLUSION

The United Nations 17 sustainable development goals by 2030 remains a pathway for sustainable world now and in the future. The UK and local governments specifically the London Borough of Barnet have and are continuing to deliver on these goals with a view to improving the lives of her people and the world at large. Evidence show that all sustainable development goals are interconnected and therefore a holistic approach would remain the best option for delivery. Where obstacles emerge beyond human control and efforts such as natural disasters, it is crucial that countries rely on one another to overcome as this could be the only way to remain on course in meeting the sustainable development goals.
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