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Introduction

In this assignment Is a report in which I will analyse and compare blended learning against classroom learning in higher education and how this affects student attainment.















Pros and cons of blended learning in the university education

First, let’s start by defining what blended learning is. Blended learning is often called hybrid learning and it is a blend between face-to-face traditional classroom learning, online learning, and autonomous study. Online learning is also known as eLearning or remote. It involves printed physical educational materials as well as online educational resources.
Blended learning is something relatively new and was adopted in the latest years, but it’s starting to be used and adopted by more and more universities, especially these days, when our lives are governed by social distancing and safety restrictions rules. It is something very controversial and has many adepts, but also a lot of sceptics. 
With the Covid-19 pandemic quarantine, blended learning is slowly becoming exclusively online learning.
Blended learning can be viewed as an exciting and complex way of learning. Why not take best from both world? It can be a very enjoyable experience for both students and teachers.
While this learning strategy has many advantages, it does come with its shortcomings as well. We must consider that this learning approach is not the most suitable for every student.
Here are some of the most important advantages of blended learning:
Increased Flexibility
Blended learning can help students plan their schedule and because now they don’t have to be every day at the university, they can plan their social, study and working schedule. Being flexible with the assignment deadline delivery date has shown to always lead to good results and greater efficiency than the rigid fixed traditional way. This flexibility helps the students complete the courses and assignments and has further shown to help them achieve better results in their career. Blended learning provides the flexibility of the location, because the students can be anywhere, if they have an Internet connection. Also, if they need to refresh their memory, they can access it any time, unlike a teacher that can be approached only at specific times, during classes.
24/7 access to training resources
Students can now access their learning material any day and at any hour of the day or night. This is very helpful, especially for the students that have a very tight working schedule. Besides online learning material, students can now access recorded class sessions. This is so helpful for all the students. If a student did not understand well the teacher during the class, he can go over the recorded class session as many times as it takes. This way students can catch up and by up to date. 
Personalised, tailored learning with assignment convenience and flexibility	Every student is different and learns in a different style and pace. Some students tend to take their time and the learning material can now be personalised and tailored and to meet different student needs. Personalised learning embraces the idea that every student is unique and learns in very distinct ways. Therefore, this innovative approach in higher education learning, puts the student on the first place. eLearning now can be tailored for the student, instead of the student trying to adapt to the learning system, that in many cases is very rigid and does not encourage the students to reach their full potential and make the most use of their skills, knowledge, and talents. Instead of the rigid approach in traditional learning, the content of the online course can be personalised and tailored for the students, and this makes the learning process more effective, helpful, and much more enjoyable.
Safety												  We are living in very difficult times and health and safety is a big concern. By blending eLearning with traditional learning, the students limit their exposure to risk factors. Less social interaction with the society, colleagues and students means less chances of getting sick. We must be aware that our society has changed, and it is time to put our safety and others on the first place. Nobody wants to get sick, because this can affect their academic results, and furthermore can have life altering consequences. Blended learning saves a lot of time for the student. The time required to commute to university can be now more efficiently used for studying. Through the Internet and eLearning, the student is just a few clicks away from accessing the teaching resources.
Environmentally friendly 									  By mixing classroom leaning with eLearning, the students are not required to commute to school, and this has a big impact in reducing the pollution. Less classrooms courses means less fuel used to commute, which translates into less pollution.
Easy access											Perhaps the biggest advantage of blended learning is that any student can now actively participate in a, wherever they are. Through a laptop or a simple phone, the students can be present for the lesson. This makes Higher Education accessible for a wider range of people from different social categories and demographics. 
For some students that are live in remote rural areas it is extremely difficult to commute to the university and being a traditional classroom learning could not be an option. That means they could struggle to blend the student life with their social and family life. Blended learning can be very convenient for that type of students and on-line based learning mixed with classroom learning can benefit them in having the time and flexibility to have a full-time or part-time job, while being a student at the same time.
Easy and convenient research								Another convenience of the Internet based is that you have access to a vast source of information at your fingertips. Opposed to a traditional library, where researching involves a big effort involving going through many books, The Internet research can be done from home and looking for information has never been easier and more convenient. The online search engines and websites can locate any information you need extremely fast and can provide additional variants to choose from. Another important aspect is the cost. While going through a traditional library and buying books is not always cheap, with the help of the Internet all you need is a decent Internet connection. Nowadays, this is quite easy to have, and students have access to free Internet in the school campus and other places. Most of the time, this information is free without any additional costs. There are some cases, where you might be charged for an e-book or for the access to a specific book, a website or collection of e-books. 
Fast and convenient communication							The use of e-mail is another convenient way of communication, because not always is possible for the students and teachers to meet in class. This way of communication is very advantageous because is free, easy and one of the fastest available.
Now, let’s debate which are the most noticeable disadvantages of blended learning:
Requires discipline and good time management skills					Although blended learning is much more convenient, it is up to the student to organise and prioritise their tasks. Having the freedom to choose when to study arises the risk of procrastination. The self-motivation component is also something difficult to manage sometimes, and students involved in the on-line learning must have time management skills to be able to blend on-line learning with social life and work in some instances.
Limits real-life face to face social interaction between students and teachers	Perhaps the biggest disadvantage of blended learning is that it limits the social interaction between the students and between students and teachers. Although blended learning is great, this can make some students crave for social interaction with colleagues and teachers. With this new type of learning, we cannot practice our social skills too much and this can be a concern. Of course, during the online courses, students and teachers interact virtually, but still, this technology-based interaction in not the same as real human interaction. Blended learning does not develop well the student's social skills.
Plagiarism issue										Once a class is Internet-friendly, the students will rely more and more on the Internet resources for their work. If the students don’t use the resources in a smart way to help them in their research. It is tempting to cut corners and do their assignments from the Internet. Plagiarism is a serious issue, and no student can take other people’s work and present it as their own. We must admit, that cheating during on-line exams is something that is inevitable and hard to avoid because there is nobody that can keep an eye and see what the student is accessing during the exam.
Difficult to conduct experiments
Some universities need their students to conduct practical experiments. With blended learning the time spent by students in classrooms and laboratories are limited, and because of this, it is difficult to conduct practical experiments. This can be a major drawback that can affect the student’s professional career. Besides the lack of face-to-face interaction, another equally important disadvantage of Internet based learning system is almost entirely based on theory and almost no experimental learning, obviously because of the lack of laboratories and technical equipment required to conduct experiments.
Challenging to adapt for some students							    In some cases, eLearning is difficult to embrace by some students. The students that are not very tech-savvy cand find this new approach very challenging. They can lose too much time trying to adapt. This category of students will always find classroom learning easier and more straightforward for them. 
Technical difficulties									Blended learning works well most of the times, but there are many times when students cannot log in for online courses because of connection issues or technical issues. Because of this, sometimes the students cannot hear the teacher or be heard during the online lesson. Many students access classes from their phone, and with the new technical advancements and the spread of 5G networks, we hope that the speed and connection. The access component is something to keep in mind because not everyone has all the time access to a fast and reliable Internet connection. Online courses, held on platforms like Zoom or Microsoft Teams require a decent, reliable Internet connection speed, which not all the students have access to, especially in rural or remote areas.




Pros and cons of classroom learning in the university education

While blended learning offers many advantages and can be fit for some types of students, some of them may still find the traditional classroom learning style to be more fit and beneficial for other students.
Next, we will debate the advantages, but also the take into consideration, the disadvantages of classroom learning.
Classroom learning is the most important and traditional style in higher education, and we are all used to.
This learning style comes with many advantages, but shortcomings as well.
Here are some of the pros that traditional classroom learning brings:
More social interaction								               In a classroom environment, the students have the pleasure and opportunity to interact face-to-face with other students and teachers. Although this is not a goal, students can form friendships and, in some cases, they can also form lifelong professional connections. As human beings, social interaction has always been one of our most important necessities and is something that all of us enjoy. Social skills are very important in higher education and will help us later in our career.
Increased focus on study									Being in a classroom, eliminates most of distractions and the students can concentrate and focus better on their study. The truth is that when studying from home, most of the students tend to be caught up in different activities, like chores or social media. Being in a classroom, the students tend to be more focused and can concentrate on their study. This is a big advantage that can prove to be decisive in the academical success.
Here are some of the disadvantages of the traditional classroom learning system:
Reduced flexibility and learning pace								Flexibility is not a strong point of a traditional classroom learning style. The teacher must teach many students at the same time, so if a student has a hard time learning, the teacher cannot help him too much because he needs to continue the lesson. Also, some students learn at a slower pace and other students learn at a faster pace. 
High expenses for students and university						     It is well known that classroom learning involves much higher costs than remote learning. The students must support the cost of commuting to the university. Furthermore, the universities must pay for construction of new campuses. Blended and online based learning eliminates the need of huge and inefficient buildings that require a lot of energy to be constructed, ran, and maintained. Powering and maintaining all these buildings, like classrooms and dormitories is extremely expensive.




















Blended learning and classroom learning through the years


If the past, blended learning was something unthinkable, but nowadays with the advance in technology, things have changed dramatically. 
In the latest years, the hardware capabilities have increased exponentially, bringing many software developers and online content creators. This advance in technology made remote learning through the Internet possible.
Nowadays, traditional classroom learning is basically the same as in the past, but the teaching technique has been improved dramatically.
If in the old days, teachers and students were relying solely on printed academical material, today they are added the use of the Internet and other devices and gadgets that enhance the learning experience.
If before, teachers only used boards and chalk, today they mostly use projectors, sound systems and other devices that can help them be better understood by the students.















Recommendations how to improve blended learning

In my opinion, blended learning is very convenient, and although in the present, it has many flaws, it certainly has a huge potential in the future. If these days blended learning is something controversial, in the future this could change.
With the rapid development of technology, blended learning can be much improved. The social interaction can When the production costs will be reasonable, students could use Virtual Reality technologies to enhance their learning experience. This could prove to be even better than classroom learning, because with VR, the students could learn even more through virtual reality.
Some experiments and training courses could be made also possible through this technology.
The lack of a real teacher is really a problem when learning from home. There is no way to overcome this shortcoming, but the closest thing possible would be the use of holograms. Students could interact with a real teacher through a hologram or use an artificial assistant.
This new way of eLearning will bring only positive changes in higher education, with very few disadvantages. The only downside that augmented reality and 3D hologram-based eLearning could bring, will be the lack of social interaction, but this can also be seen as an advantage, especially nowadays when social distancing is mandatory.
The biggest shortcoming of the blended and online learning system will be finally eliminated. The students will finally be able to conduct virtual augmented reality experiments and projects, that will surely prove to be more efficient, and they will have access to an infinite number of virtual resources and techniques.





Recommendations how to improve classroom learning

Classroom learning in higher education has been perfected throughout the time, but there is always room for perfection.
In the latest years universities have invested a lot in technology, but there is still room for more. 
E-learning has a crucial advantage over traditional learning because without purposely wanting, it comes with a major environmental benefit, by limiting the pollution through the reduction or eliminates the need and production of paper and other supplies required for study. Although many universities are embracing on-line learning, some of them are still demanding students to turn in hard copies of projects. Eventually, all this paper becomes a waste, so we must move away from this bad old habit. The use of huge building does not justify their cost and power consumption and do not offer any real advantage compared to the on-line learning. I cannot stress enough how extremely bad are these buildings for the environment. In a UK study, was shown that campus-based learning uses 87% more energy and causes 85% more emissions. As students, and responsible citizens, we must be aware that every time we start the car to commute to classes, we are emitting a substantial amount of greenhouse gasses. Another study shows that 1 gallon of petrol used in a car cause 24 pounds of greenhouse gasses. This adds up every day and by the end of a university cycle, the amount is substantial. If we do not do anything to make our planet better, at least we must try to not make it worse by increasing the greenhouse emissions gasses in the atmosphere. Therefore, commuting with the car to university will prove to be pointless. A bonus of getting rid of this bad habit, is saving a lot of money, effort, and a lot of lost time for no reason, when this time could be used for the on-line study and classes. This will also save a lot of lives that could be destroyed in accidents on busy highways and other dangerous roads.
My recommendation is that all universities should embrace the green energy solution.






Conclusion

In conclusion, I hope in this assignment I was able to highlight all the important aspects of how blended and classroom learning impact student and make a fair comparison between both teaching styles.
Also, I hope I was able to make a valid point that the online learning system is sometimes better and brings only advantages and new learning opportunities, compared to the traditional schooling systems and the environment friendly benefit will surely force us, whether we like it or not, to shift towards and totally embrace the blended learning style.
The future will certainty bring many wonderful things with the advance of technologies, but in my opinion, you can never replace the expertise, knowledge and experience of a higher education teacher, and the simple, but efficient traditional classroom system, but we are living uncertain times in a new society, forced by new social rules, therefore sadly it could be just a question of time, until the traditional classroom learning style will be replaced by blended and online learning systems.
Blended learning could prove to be just a transition period, a steppingstone between the traditional classroom learning style to the new online-based Internet learning system. This is strongly influenced by new social factors, but it seems that many universities are following the trend and starting to embrace this new teaching style.
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