The Textile Industry In Pompeii.

While the largest proportion of any pre-industrial economy was agriculture, urban
areas such as Pompeii tended to have a number of additional sources of economic
activity.

In the case of Pompeii, it is believed that one of the most important industries was the
textile industry, and The Building of Eumachia is a vital piece of evidence for this
belief.

The building likely served as a centre for the fullers of the city, given an inscription
thanking Eumachia for the building that also references the fullers, and a number of
now-lost pieces of equipment originally found in the building.

The building’s scale and importance are of most importance as evidence. It is one of
the largest buildings on the forum, and included extensive ornamentation. This implies
that the fullers (and by extension likely the other textile workers) held a very
important position in the economy of the City.

Who was Eumachia?

Eumachia was a public priestess of city of Pompeii. She Is known for being a
wealthy and influencial patron.

She was the daughter of a wealthy business owner, and the wife of another
wealthy business owner. This meant that she had access to a remarkable
amount of wealth, evident in both her building she was patron of, and her

large tomb.

Eumachia’s influence grants a good insight into the roles that women could
play in Roman society. Her wealth allows her to play a much more influencial
role than was typically expected of women in the period. That her building is
the second largest on the forum tells us that she was almost certainly one of

the most poweful women in the city of Pompeii.

Above is the statue of Eumachia, located in a niche.
From: Pompeii in pictures, https://pompeiiinpictures.com/pompeiiinpictures/R7/7%2009%2001%20p4.htm

What is the Building of Eumachia?

The Building of Eumachia is the second largest building on the
forum of Pompeii.
Its portico makes up part of the forum’s colonnade, as shown in
the images to the left and right.
An inscription on the colunnade states that the building was

paid for and built on the request of Eumachia, a public priestess.

What was its purpose?

The Building’s Dedication.

The Building of Eumachia is dedicated to the goddess Concordia
Augusta, and bears a statue in her image.
This acts as a good demonstration of how deeply religious activity
was embedded in the Roman world, with major buildings possessing
large decorative religious statues.

Missing Artefacts.

Several early descriptions of the building describe “Vats, tables and
basins.” being present in the courtyard of the building, however in the
modern day, none of these are present, and there does not seem to be

The condition of the building’s preservation.

The Building of Eumachia’s condition has deteriorated in several
notable aspects since its original excavation in the mid 1800s.
In addition to that, a number of elements are currently
unaccounted for. Only two of the niches are recorded to have
contained statues, and several elements that were initially
recorded have since disappeared.

originally had plaster
decoration.
The plaster had graffiti

D i i TS Deterioration of the
;:E e plaster decoration.
=l =T The walls of the building
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