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Assessment 2: Part 1

The following rationale is provided to support a research study that will be undertaken within a Sixth Form Centre in a secondary school. The aim of this study is to gain further knowledge and understanding of Sixth Form pupils and their perceptions of their use of social media and the impact, if any, it may have had on their health and well-being. The primary focus of this paper will be on the ethical considerations that are paramount when conducting a research study involving adolescents. The study will have the following working title; ‘How do Sixth Form students perceive their use of social media may have impacted their health and well-being’.
The research will be undertaken from the pragmatism paradigm viewpoint. The theory upholding the beliefs of pragmatism are that problems, difficulties and contentious issues should be viewed practically with outcomes being measured by success (Cohen, Manion and Morrison 2018). The methodology will be mixed method with quantitative and qualitative methods used to collate information and data. This method of data collection has been chosen due to its capacity to generate ‘better understanding’ in social research when compared to single methodologies (Somekh and Lewin 2011).
Good social research is intrinsically linked to solid and moral ethical considerations. Furthermore, sound and effective social research is undertaken when the direct relationship between the researcher, their personal bias and ‘moral compass’ are recognised and acknowledged. Whilst there are no direct rules governing research projects are monitored by Ethics Committees that sit in various disciplines such as Universities, Research Institutions and charitable organisations.  These committees monitor all research undertaken with the sole purpose of protecting both the researcher, its participants and the organization.
There are many robust guidelines available to support the researcher conduct their research in an ethical manner. The specific texts that will be referred to when considering how to undertake this research study will directly relate to an educational setting where the research study will be conducted. There are two documents that align themselves in their guidelines on ethical research involving adolescents; Ethical Research Involving Children (ERIC 2019) and the British Educational Research Association (BERA 2018). 
BERA (2018) describe their guidelines as ‘tenets’, that is to say they are not rules but principles and beliefs that need to be accepted as a fundamental component when conducting research. All guidance has the welfare of the children participating at its core, at all times and without exception. The third text is The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), Articles 3 and 12 where children have the right to be protected from harm while being able to express their views about issues that affect them.

[bookmark: _Hlk26268307]Permission from the Headteacher and Governing Body will be necessary; this will be achieved through regular meetings and discussions which will be formalised with a letter of written request and consent to undertake the study. They will receive copies of all correspondence, blank questionnaires and focus group questions. As per GDPR (2018) guidelines they will not have access to any completed questionnaires or notes made during focus groups; they will receive full feedback on completion of the study and be informed immediately of any difficulties that are encountered during the study.
Voluntary informed consent will be required from parents and participants as most participants will be classed as minors; for the purpose of this study consent will be sought by letter. For voluntary consent to be ethical all participants, parents and guardians will receive an information pack. The following will be included; The name and contact details of the researcher, a detailed outline of how the study will be conducted (questionnaires and focus groups), how long the study will take and what will happen when the study is concluded, information on support services and resources relating to the study. How data collected will be stored and kept secure following GDPR (2018) guidelines. The right to withdraw will also be explained as will their right to anonymity.
Parents and participants will be invited into school to meet the researcher and ask any questions they may have after reading the information. This will take the format of a group discussion followed by the opportunity to speak confidentially. It would be expected at this point that voluntary consent forms would be given.
There is a small risk that discussing any negative impact participants may have encountered using social media platforms may cause emotional distress and the probability of a disclosure is always possible in an educational setting. In order to mitigate these risks all participants will have access to confidential support and access to resources; how to access these resources will be displayed in pupil’s study area, included with information packs and in the online classroom.
The study is being undertaken in the researchers place of work, this is referred to as ‘Insider research’ (Costley, Elliot and Gibbs 2010 P.26). They describe how work-based research is not an unusual concept, however, practitioner led research poses unique challenges and as such the researcher will need to be aware of these. Extra guidance and a more extensive literature search on ethics will need to be undertaken.  
General Data Protection Regulations (2018) will be adhered to throughout the study. Participants will not be directly identifiable, and all data will be stored securely and appropriately. Questionnaires will be submitted via email and password protected. Notes taken during focus groups will be stored in locked filing cabinet. All data relating to the study will be destroyed once the study is completed and final mark has been recorded with the University Exam Board. 

In conclusion, it is evident from guidelines published to support ethical research, such as BERA (2018) and ERIC (2019) that ethics are everyone’s responsibility when undertaking research.  Furthermore, research must have a purpose and be of benefit to its participants or inform and develop best practice. BERA (2018) acknowledges that research in education is not without its difficulties, that research is complex and measuring outcomes with accuracy is challenging. However, they recognize the importance of ongoing research to improve knowledge and the direct impact it has upon social well-being.







Assessment 2: Part 2

The following paper is a reflective response to the ethical considerations previously explored for a research proposal with the working title; How do Sixth Form students perceive their use of social media has impacted on their health and well-being. After personal reflection and constructive feedback, the area that will be discussed further is the relationship between the researcher and its participants highlighting any potential risks as a result of this relationship. It will also briefly address a change in the method used to obtain consent.
As previously mentioned in first rationale research undertaken within the workplace by a member of staff is known as ‘insider research’ (Costley, Elliot and Gibbs, 2010: p.26). Creswell and Creswell (2018) also refer to this as Backyard research’, they highlight potential challenges for the researcher when working with colleagues in this capacity and draw attention to the fact that whilst information may be easy to collate one has to acknowledge the possibility that not all information will be accurate. This highlights the unique challenges that ‘insider research’ presents for the researcher. Constant reflection on my part will be necessary to ensure the information collated is accurate. Mercer (2007) describes how this method of research is often a ‘double edged weapon’ with advantages and disadvantages. However, with due care and attention and with a clear acknowledgement of any possible bias it can produce valuable research.
My relationship as the researcher with the participants would be considered well established and determined as ‘intimate’ (Mercer, 2007), this is a direct result of my professional role as a Pastoral Support Officer for the research participants daily. I will need to be vigilant and ensure that the research study does not have any negative impacts on the professional working relationship that I have with the pupils by ensuring that I continue to support pupils in the same manner.
I did not previously consider the risks to myself as a researcher significant and this is still my stance. I am aware that the rules and boundaries set out will need to be clear and adhered to and that as the adult I will need to model positive engagement with all areas of both the research project and my daily working practice.
Initially it was my intention to collect formal consent at the planned introductory meeting but have determined that it would be more appropriate and ethical to request that forms be returned in pre-addressed envelopes to the administrative department at school. This will eliminate pupils feeling coerced into participating. In order to ensure the health and well-being of all pupils regardless of participation the research project will not be discussed outside of the planned focus groups.
In conclusion, the opportunity to reflect on my initial ethical considerations for my research proposal has further developed my reflective practice skills and highlighted how my own personal experience will influence my line of enquiry when conducting research (Creswell and Creswell, 2018, Mortari, 2015). Ethical considerations will continue to be at the forefront of all elements of this research proposal.
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