This chapter will present and analyse the data that has been gathered through this dissertations primary research namely the two online surveys that were created. The first survey collected a total of 68 responses which will enable a purview into the publics perception of the strategies utilised by Counter-Terrorism Police. However at this time there has been no response to the survey disseminated to Counter-Terrorism Officers, though this in itself may show evidence of the issues surrounding this topic and will be discussed later in this chapter. 

Analysis of data is simply the review of the information gathered and using models to analyse the data and collate the data into recognisable patterns in order to assist in the understanding of a particular topic. The data gathered through this dissertation will look to assist in identifying the views of the general public regarding Counter-Terrorism within the UK.

Due to the data being collected largely being quantative in nature with only two of the ten questions asked allowing for any form of opinion to expressed the data can be easily viewed and the patterns can be shown with relative ease. However there is a small amount of quantitative data that exist and this must be more carefully analysed in order to better understand what if any pattern is expressed in these questions.

The questionnaire can be broken down largely into it’s ten component questions, of the responses given to the first question only 36% of respondents felt that they would be the victim of a terrorist attack within the UK. This data in itself would show then that the strategies employed at the very least have done a remarkable job of allaying the public fears with just over a third feeling threatened.

However when asked the question in a slightly different way and given more options to chose respondents as a majority stated that they were neither likely or unlikely to be the victim of an attack. Though equally of note is that only 16% believe that they are likely or very likely to be the victim of an attack a reduction of 20% from the previous question as shown in the below figure.
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Further on from this question participants were asked how this has affected their day to day lives, and from reviewing the data collected it appears as though it has formed two very distinct camps. Approximately half of the respondents have stated that it has made no change to their day to day lives, with the other staff stating that they have become more vigilant and anxious especially when going to events or being in large crowds. There is however one response that stands out from the others by stating how it has made them considered owning a gun, something which is not often considered within the context of the UK.

From reviewing these first few questions it appears the only distinct pattern is that the public are unsure of the threat posed to them as the disparity within the answers given by the first two questions stand out significantly and the third again showing that there is no overall feeling of safety as this dissertation would argue that for a feeling of safety to be present there should be a higher number of respondents stating Unlikely or Very Unlikely.

Questions four, five and six were related to the public knowledge of the current strategy utilised by the UK for Counter-Terrorism, the questions asked are you satisfied with the strategy, do feel knowledgeable about the strategy and could you describe in any detail the strategy. These questions provided some interesting answers with 28% of respondents stating they were satisfied, and only 16% stating they were dissatisfied with the strategy, however only 4% stated they were knowledgeable regarding the current strategies and only 4% stating they could describe in any detail what they are. Despite 16% of respondents stating they are unhappy with the strategy only 4% state having knowledge regarding the topic meaning that 12% of people are unhappy with the strategy but do not know what it is. Whilst this is not necessarily a contradiction and one does not need to know the ins and outs of a topic in order to pass some judgement on it, and it could be simply argued that they want more done in order to lower the threat further. The below figures show respondents answers.

How satisfied are you with the current UK strategy?
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Do you feel knowledgeable about the counter-terrorism strategies currently implemented in the UK?
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Could you describe in any detail what the current strategy is?
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The next two questions ask if the respondents are aware that a key component of the strategy is their own participation in the form of reporting suspected activity and if they had done so. Of the respondents only 64% stated that they were aware of this fact, this shows a key issue with the strategy if only just under 2/3rds of the respondents are aware of this, of note is that 100% of respondents had not made a report a police, whilst this cannot be extrapolated to mean they are negligent in anyway as the sample size is small this could simply be they have not needed to do so.

The penultimate question was to ask if the respondents felt educated on the matter to which 88% said no. Whilst the final question was to ask what the respondents would like to see changed in regards to current strategies within the UK, it married nicely with the previous question as the majority of the respondents stated they would prefer more education regarding the topic. However there were a few responses that stood out with several making mention of terrorists being allowed to roam free as having come over here seeking immigration and using fake ID’s etc, also an increase in visibility of counter-terrorism within the UK and also the reduction of sensationalism from the media in regards to suspected terrorist attacks by restricting what they are allowed to publish. 

In conclusion to the above questionnaire it can be seen that of the respondents there appears to be a lack of education made available to the public through an easy and digestible manner and investment into education should be a priority and that great visibility of what counter-terrorism police are doing would assist in allaying the fears of the public, though it should be noted this would require a fine balance as much of the information could be considered sensitive and data protection laws would need to be considered before it’s dissemination. There is also a clear issue surrounding the media when it comes to attacks made and many recent headlines have used the anonymity of an attacker to further their own aims, both stoking the fear of terrorism and down-playing it, and whilst it appears that the public want tighter controls on the sensationalism of the media again this would need to be a fine balance as it must not remove a persons right to freedom of expression.

Whilst two surveys were created with the second looking to achieve the final objective of this dissertation, that being the affect on the mental health of counter-terrorism officers with the survey being disseminated through internal police social media platforms asking for volunteers as of the time of writing this there has been no responses. Whilst this is somewhat discouraging it does perhaps benefit by reinforcing the theory that there is a stigma surrounding discussing your own mental health and especially among police as stated by (Ricciardelli, et al., 2021)
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