
	LEVEL 6 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION 



	Student name:
	Alexander Coomber 
	Student ID number:
	1922448

	Programme:
	Graduate Diploma in Policing (GDIP) 

	Module:
	Operational Policing Practice 3 

	Module code:
	BMP6005D
	Contribution to Overall Module Assessment (%):
	100%

	Lecturer:
	Jane Thomas 
	Internal Verifier:
	

	Assignment Title:
	See below
	Word count (or equivalent):
	Essay 5000 Words

	Submission deadline:
	28th February 2022
	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:
	

	Submission method:
	All written assessments, where practical and possible, must be submitted via Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this assessment specification into Turnitin or it will match many similarities with other students’ submissions.)
Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.  Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 40%.  Over one week late, 0%.  Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may approve a change to submission dates.

	Academic honesty / referencing:
	Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.  



	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	Understanding role of constable 
· Evaluate the strategic drivers for professionalising policing and relevant policing and relevant national policing strategies

Maintaining Professional Standards 
· Critically explore the concept of integrity in a professional policing context
· Evaluate the strategic drivers for professionalising policing and relevant national policing strategies

Evidenced Based Policing
· Critically analyse evidence-based policing and ‘what works’ in policing
Communication Skills 
· Critically review methods for communicating and disseminating information in a policing context
Criminology & Crime Prevention 
· Critically evaluate crime prevention theories and strategies
Public Protection 
· Critically assess the impact of abuse upon victims
· Evolve professional strategies to deal with the impact of personal attitudes and values upon the investigation process
· Critically review the links between Serious and Organised Crime Groups and public protection issues
· Critically assess police strategies for dealing with public protection incidents
Digital Policing 
· Demonstrate a critical understanding of how to investigate complex internet-related crime and the impact of such crimes
· Understand procedures for obtaining and processing digital evidence in a policing context 
Counter Terrorism 
· Understand and explain the national counter terrorism structure
· Review and understand the insider threat in relation to counter terrorism

Response Policing 
· Critically evaluate public perceptions of response policing
· Critically evaluate response policing in the context of dealing with critical and major incidents
Policing Communities 
· Understand and employ relevant strategies and initiatives to deliver effective community policing
Policing the Roads 
· Understand and demonstrate knowledge of legislation and regulations relating to vehicles/drivers
· Understand and review professional practice in relation to roads policing pursuits











	
TASK DESCRIPTION



Students are required to complete:

1000 words - Understanding the role of Constable/Maintaining Professional Standards
Critically evaluate the concept of ‘the professionalisation of the police service’ considering how ‘Maintaining Professional Standards’ ‘ethical and inclusive’ and ‘Coaching and Mentoring’ approaches contribute to this. 

  This essay will be critically evaluating the concept of the professionalism of the police service and whether the police service is truly a professional organisational. In addition, it will be considering how maintaining professional standards, ethical and inclusive factors and coaching and mentoring contribute to the professionalism of the police service. It will delve into the large amount of literature surrounding this topic and weigh up each argument. The claim of professional status in policing has long been a contentious issue and over the years developments, reforms and new institutions have all been referenced as ‘professionalising’ the police service. 

[bookmark: _Hlk94541005][bookmark: _Hlk94541763]There is a strong argument for the police service to be classed as a professional organisation. The academic Simon Holdaway argues that with the introduction of the college of policing in 2012 this went a long way to classifying the police service as professional. (Holdaway, 2017) Holdaway goes onto explain that this would be the body that defined and disseminated core knowledge regarding what works in policing, national police standards, professional practice, and local best practice. (Holdaway, 2017) furthermore, in relation to the police services ethics and integrity, the college of policing’s initial work included the publication of a code of ethics which Holdaway argues was in no doubt symbolic thus acting as a foundation for the professionalisation of the police service. (Holdaway, 2017). The push for a publication of a code of ethics was highly important to the police service, providing more legitimacy for claims that it was in fact a professional body. Universally professional bodies typically publish their code of ethics to respected members. This was undoubtedly one of the main motivations when the college of policing drew up the code of ethics and does go some way to symbolically portray the police service as a professional organisation not only to its members but the to the wider public. At the 2015 annual College of policing conference, the then chief executive Alex Marshall announced that the publication of a code of ethics, a programme of continuous professional development and the licencing and accreditation of officers have all contributed to solidifying the police as a classic profession. (College of policing 2015)



Another factor which academics and police officers alike attribute to the professionalism of the police service is the recently introduced police education quality framework (PEQF) by the college of policing. The introduction of the PEQF has ensured a standardised entry route into the police service and has provided new recruits access to higher education institutions (HEIs). (Williams, Norman and Rowe, 2019) This further seeks to align the police service to other long established professional organisations and does contribute to the police being seen in a more professional context. As the vast majority of classic professions such as teaching require specific qualifications. In addition, the switch to a more evidence based policing approach has also been highlighted as another reason as to why the police service has undergone further professionalisation. The introduction of the police now initiative (a graduate programme) has had some success in encouraging recruits to reflect on their induvial contribution to the communities to which they serve, and this bodes well for future professional development. (Martin, 2021)

[bookmark: _Hlk95732034][bookmark: _Hlk95732544][bookmark: _Hlk95750367]The academic Richard Heslop looks at the professionalism of the police service from a different perspective. Heslop does agree that the modern police service is a complex and dynamic organisation and that many aspects of policing are unquestionably professional. (Heslop, 2011) However, Heslop argues this does not necessarily constitute that policing/police service is a recognised professional body as a whole. The introduction of new public management has In Heslop’s opinion led to the police service becoming increasingly “mcdonaldized” (Heslop, 2011).  Mcdonaldization was first introduced by the sociologist George Ritzer and in nutshell was the phrase used to describe the highly controlled, bureaucratic, and dehumanised nature of contemporary social life. (Heslop, 2011). This could be a fair representation of how some aspects of modern policing function. The police services across the country are undoubtedly massive bureaucratic organisations and are very driven by crime figures, including crime rates, response times and overall results. Senior management teams across the UK are increasingly under pressure by government officials and the public to fight crime more efficiently and effectively. In more recent times there has been a large focus on efficiency, calculability, and measurement of such figures. This focus you could argue fits in well to the idea of the Mcdonaldization of the police service, that said if you were to analyse many of today’s modern public and private sector organisations, they too would fall under the bracket of Mcdonaldization. As a result, this wouldn’t be a fair representation of whether the police service has undergone professionalisation. 

In conclusion, the concept of the professionalism of the police service has long been touted over the police services respected history. Academics have wrestled with the idea of the professionalism of the police service right back to the 1950’s and 60’s. However, due to several new changes that have recently been introduced by primarily the college of policing has more than ever given validity to the claim that the police service is in fact a professional organisation. The introduction of the college of policing was the main factor in realising the police service as truly professional with it brought the code of ethics, the introduction the PEQF and the assurance that all new police constables will be educated to graduate level. The shift to a more evidence based policing operative has also further cemented this status and given the police service more credibility when compared to more traditional professions such as law. Albeit some academics highlight that the police service has become too concerned with figures and running as a bureaucratic behemoth rather than focusing on the main key principles that the modern police adhered to during its inception. This may well be the case, but this could be attributed to modern times and the changing demands on a modern professional organisation. The modern police service is truly a professional organisation.  
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1000 words - Community/Response Policing/Policing roads/Conducting Investigations /Digital Policing
Critically evaluate the role of the police in one of the following areas:
· Community policing (strategies and incentives)
· Response policing (public perception and critical/major incidents)
· Policing the roads (application of regulations) 
· Counter Terrorism Policing (Structure/ Risks/Insider threat).  
· Digital Policing (Internet related crime / Digital evidence retrieval).  

This essay will critically evaluate the role of the police in counter terrorism. It will delve into the structure of the counter terrorism branch of the police, the risks faced by the various threats and the ‘self-initiated’ attacker threat. Furthermore, it will look at how the role of the police in counter terrorism has had to change and adapt to combat the ever-dynamic threats faced.  Terrorism in modern times has been responsible for installing fear, distrust, and massive loss of life across the world. Tackling terrorism has been at the forefront of police work particularly post 9/11 and it’s also been in the media spotlight for most of the 21st century. 

[bookmark: _Hlk95899831]In terms of structure, the counter terrorism policing network extends across the UK. They operate alongside MI5 and other partner agencies to access information and vital evidence to stop terrorist planning and to bring the perpetrators to justice before the courts. (National Police Chiefs' Council, 2022) Across the UK there are eleven regional counter terrorism units (CTUs) and intelligence units (CTIUs). They meet daily to combat the threat of terrorism. Within these units are officers and staff specialising in a range of fields, including forensics, digital exploitation, and communications to name a few. (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2018) At the centre of the network is the Counter Terrorism Policing Headquarters (CTPHQ), which devises policy and strategy, coordinates national projects, and programmes, and provides a single national Counter Terrorism Policing voice for key stakeholders including government, intelligence agencies and other partners. (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2018) Therefore counter terrorism policing is truly national issue and encompasses many agencies. The role of the police is key to combatting terrorism, without the specialist counter terrorism network far more attacks would occur, thus more casualties. 

[bookmark: _Hlk95903224]The risks posed by terrorism are ever changing. The current Assistant commissioner of the Metropolitan police service Neil Basu suggests that the new emergence in simplicity in the persons responsible for Counter terrorism activities makes it far more complex than in recent years. (Basu, 2021) The increase in vulnerable, young minds and contagious ideas being radicalised online has undoubtedly made the job of tackling terrorism much more difficult. The ‘self-initiated’ attacker has quickly become the most common from of attack. Basu argues that although this type of attacker is more difficult to manage or stop in their tracks if they so wished to attack, it’s not impossible and current strategies in place are sufficient. (Basu, 2021) Basu hails the four P’s principles of the counter terrorism organisation, that of pursue, protect, and prepare but highlights that the most crucial principle is that of prevent. (Basu, 2021) Prevention is the best possible outcome because if agencies can prevent an attack happening in the first place or prevent a vulnerable person from becoming radicalised this ultimately saves lives and there is no better outcome than saving lives. Basu is of course going to be supportive of the police’s role in counter terrorism because ultimately, he is the polices lead officer for this matter. Basu would not necessarily be scathing of the polices role as it would be a negative reflection of his leadership. In contrast, the academic Kelly-Heath argues that with the deployment of ‘radicalisation’ functions to allow for terrorism to be more governable and known it also has a negative impact on the prevent principle. (Heath-Kelly, 2012) Heath argues that this is the case as it prevents vulnerability indicators for radicalisation as threats to the wider terrorist network. This instability makes it harder for the prevent strategy to operate and disrupts the whole counter terrorism network. Heath makes a valid point and with the disruption by exposing radicalisation functions makes surveillance and other covert operation much more challenging thus having an impact on the wider prevent strategy.     


One important point to note is the role of community policing in counter terrorism. Now traditionally community policing is seen as an easy option and not exactly where you would expect links to the counter terrorism role. However, the academic Garry Thomas makes an important point and one that does link in with Basu’s comments. Thomas hails community intelligence as a key factor in identifying home grown terrorism, their associates, and their transport network. By having a visible presence in the community and local intelligence that cannot be obtained by national agencies puts community policing in a vital role in the wider counter terrorism policing network.  In addition, this community intelligence links directly to level three of the national intelligence model and subsequent contest strategy. (Thomas, 2016) This community intelligence also provides much needed information when combating ‘self-initiated’ attackers as listed by Basu. Basu has already ceded that this type of attacker is harder too intercept but with information provided by local people to the community policing branch this would enable for otherwise difficult information to be obtained and processed. It will be the self-initiated attacker’s closest relatives who would notice radicalisation and the best chance for this to be obtained is strong community policing links.  

In conclusion, the role of the police in counter terrorism is both widespread and vital. The police serve as one the main lines of defence against terrorism. By liaising with other agencies and through its central command centre the CTPHQ in London the police can implement the four P’s strategy. This coupled with a strong community policing intelligence network enables the police to function as the premier counter terrorism organisation. Albeit with all these officers, units, and leadership in place there will always been terrorists who fall between the cracks and who succeed in their goals of destruction and loss of life. The risk’s involved in the polices role are massive, hence why so much time, money and resources are poured into the counter terrorism police structure. The structure of the counter terrorism organisation is immense and incorporates police services across the country. It involves specialists in firearms, forensics, digital and financial areas all of which work closely together to achieve the four P’s strategy and ensure that the UK is as safe as can practically be.    
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1000 words - Information and Intelligence/Communication Skills
Critically evaluate the methods used by police in gathering information and intelligence, how information contributes to the ‘tasking and coordinating’ process and how information and intelligence is communicated. 

This essay will discuss the methods utilised by the police in gathering information and intelligence. It will also delve into how the information gathered is a factor to the ‘tasking and coordinating’ process and lastly how both information and intelligence is communicated in a police environment with references to the national intelligence model. The police receive information and intelligence in a variety of ways and from a variety of sources. Information could be obtained for example by a person phoning into the control room advising the police of an incident. There is a distinct difference between information and intelligence. Information is essentially raw data that lacks any context or analysis, whereby intelligence is collated processed information often from multiple sources. (www.intelligence101.com, 2016)

[bookmark: _Hlk96091635][bookmark: _Hlk96093728]There are several methods used by the police in obtaining information and intelligence. They can range from a general conversation in the street with a member of public to the use of what is known as a CHIS (covert human intelligence source).  (Bryant and Bryant, 2020) Some categories of information, in particular financial information can be accessed through the proceeds of crime act 2002. (Bryant and Bryant, 2020) This places certain obligations on financial institutions such as banks who then have a legal requirement to report the handling of suspect amounts of money, where there isn’t a legitimate reason for its existence or transfer. This gives the police a great opportunity to combat organised crime groups who seek to launder large amounts of money and allows the police to link such crimes to other cybercrimes, notably fraud which can be reported to action fraud. Action fraud can then collate the information and set about linking various crimes to certain individuals or groups operating online. (Action Fraud, 2019) Surveillance is another important method used by police, when talking about surveillance it is typically covert surveillance in a policing context. Covert surveillance is a crucial tool in police work and does provide valuable information and intelligence, but it must comply to RIPA 2000 (regulation of investigatory powers). 

[bookmark: _Hlk96113373][bookmark: _Hlk96097133]Counter terrorism is a field whereby there are many different methods used in intelligence gathering, particularly in the facilitation stage of terrorist activity. (Bryant and Bryant, 2020) The facilitation stages include communication, funding, and open research. Information about the facilitation or an actual terrorist attack could be through a member of public, from police on routine calls or even when conducting stop searches. The sharing of information and intelligence between police services is paramount, this is done primarily through the police national database. The writer Field acknowledges that some progression has been made surrounding short-term surges in the sharing of intelligence within the counter terrorism network. However, the degree of intelligence sharing in relation to peripheral subjects within terrorist networks has been far weaker. (FIELD, 2009) This is true as peripheral terrorist subjects by their very nature are harder to obtain intelligence from as this would normally only come from close family relatives. Field goes on further to suggest that the wider intelligence community continues to be disjointed largely because the responsibilities are divided between a number of agencies, which include the police, MI5, MI6 and GCHG. (FIELD, 2009) Because so many agencies are involved in the counter- terrorism intelligence network there is undoubtedly going to be difficulties in the sharing of intelligence with different computer systems, source of intelligence and processes involved. Thus, the intelligence gathering methods employed are currently insufficient to tackle the ‘self-initiated’ attackers that have become the more commonly used in terrorism.  

[bookmark: _Hlk96119732]The national intelligence model (NIM) was first introduced in 2000. The NIM is focused on utilising intelligence to distinguish key priorities for policing. All police services across England and Wales have an obligatory requirement to implement the NIM. (Bryant and Bryant, 2020) The core components of NIM are managing crime, criminals, localized disorder, community issues and reducing opportunities for crime to take place. This sets NIM apart from other methods that tend to focus mainly on proactive measures taken against repeat offenders. (Webster and Childress Webster, 2006) The key component of the NIM process is the tasking and co-ordinating process, which is overseen by tasking and coordination groups (T&CG). The use of intelligence products to determine what further intelligence work needs to be commissioned is vital to the process. (Bryant and Bryant, 2020) The tasking and coordinating process is broken down at three levels dependent on the level of response needed. Level one is local BCU level and tends to be volume crime. Level two is typically force and regional level, usually requiring extra resources and finally level three is national level and normally relates to serious, organised crime. (Bryant and Bryant, 2020) Reliable and correct intelligence is crucial in defining what level of response is required and this is usually decided by the T&CG’s after they have been informed of the relevant intelligence product. 


In conclusion, as discussed above there are numerous methods used by the police in obtaining information and intelligence. These include through word of mouth, financial methods, online methods, and covert surveillance to name just a few. All methods have come under scrutiny at some point but in particular covert surveillance has been. This is understandable as it is the more intrusive form of obtaining information. In addition, the use of CHIS’s has been a favoured method by police services across England and Wales as it helps to bridge the divide and by using a CHIS information and intelligence that is normally difficult to come by is accessed. The NIM has been a vitally important tool for the police in deciding policing policy and has shown to be a success across the police services in England and Wales. Moreover, the tasking and coordinating process is by far the most crucial aspect of the NIM. It allows for the correct level of response for that particular intelligence product, with intelligence taking vital role in the wider NIM process as without reliable and tested intelligence decisions cannot be made as to what is the most appropriate and proportionate response.      
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1000 words - Public Protection
[bookmark: _Hlk96624067]Critically evaluate police strategies for dealing with public protection incidents considering the impact of abuse on victims, the impact personal attitudes and values on the investigative process and the association between Serious and Organised Crime groups and public protection issues. 
 

This essay will critically evaluate the various policing strategies deployed for dealing with public protection incidents. It will also make careful consideration for the impact abuse has on its victims, the effect of personal attitudes and values on the investigation process and how serious and organised crime groups play a role in public protection issues. In recent years there has been more of an emphasis on the police as a ‘service’ rather than just a ‘force’. (Bryant and Bryant, 2020) The expectations placed on a modern police service by the government and general public means that everyone is expected to be kept safe. In addition, it has long been expected that children are given particular protection but now the emphasis has also been placed on vulnerable adults, adults who are at particular risk of being repeat victims. There has also been an onus on supporting all victims and witnesses through the criminal justice system.  

The more traditional public protection strategy is often associated with the management of violent and sexual offenders through MAPPA (Multi-agency public protection arrangements). (College of Policing, 2015) MAPPA arrangements are seen by many organisations as crucial to successfully managing violent and sexual offenders, especially when trying to integrate a person who has recently served a custodial sentence. The collaboration between the agencies is what ensures that MAPPA is successful in offender management, risk assessment and in its use of MOSOVO officers who are Individually assigned to an offender. There is no doubt that MAPPA serves as a great tool for the police and other agencies, given the number of resources and the very nature of their work they place a crucial role in managing violent and sexual offenders. In contrast, some academics argue that rather than involving service users as willing participants, they are seen as objects on which mechanisms and technologies of control operate and whose rights are partially prohibited in the presumed public interest. (Weaver and Barry, 2014) I can see the point made by weaver and Barry but due to the severity of the crimes these persons have been convicted you will have to slightly encroach on their rights to ensure they are properly managed and to prevent them from re-committing a crime in the future. 


Another key factor in public protection policing strategy is providing support for both victims and witnesses. Police officers should be considering the short term and long-term impacts following on from a crime. Short term impacts may include mental anguish, shock, self-blame, fear, and grief to name just a few. (Benkert and Doyle, 2009) Some victims may then go on to develop long term effects, these may include depression, PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder), feeling vulnerable and powerless and in cases such as domestic violence and racially aggravate offences that they can never get out of a vicious repeat victim cycle. In 2018 the government introduced the victim’s strategy. (Victims Strategy Cm 9700, 2018) The report identified that victims were not getting sufficient support and guidance when going through the criminal justice process. A variety of pledges were made which included the following, to improve the quality and accessibility of information, improve access to compensation, to simplify the criminal justice experience, streamline support and to strengthen the victim’s code. (Victims Strategy Cm 9700, 2018) It is very encouraging to see that the government has identified key areas that need to be improved on, whether these changes have made a significant impact and been implemented to their full potential is still yet to be seen.  

[bookmark: _Hlk96625630]The prime example of the association between Serious and Organised Crime groups and public protection issues is county lines. County lines is a term used to describe organised criminal networks involved in the distribution of illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile phones. As part of the process, they are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move (and store) the drugs and money, through coercion, intimidation, violence, and weapons. (National Crime Agency, 2018) County lines drug dealers will routinely target children and vulnerable adults (often with mental health/addiction issues) to act as their drug runners and even in some instances dealers will take over a local property, belonging to a vulnerable person and use it as a criminal activity base. This process is known as ‘cuckooing’. (National Crime Agency, 2018) The main issue with county lines is that the people being coerced often don’t view themselves as victims, when you’re for example a 15-year-old boy and earning £500 a week for the work you’ve undertaken for the gang they fail to realise that they are being exploited and see themselves as successful when in comparison to other teenagers. This failure to recognise they’re victims makes it much more difficult to police county lines. In recent years they have been treated as purely criminals but there has been a shift in policy, and they are now seen as victims.     

In conclusion, the modern police service operates as a universal public protection service. Through the more traditional use of MAPPA strategies which monitors, assesses and intercepts violent and sexual offenders and uses a multi-agency approach to dealing with public protection incidents. There has been a greater onus on giving victims and witnesses a clearer and more concise level of service by putting their needs as paramount to any investigation. The shift has been welcomed by the vast majority and goes a long way to improve public perceptions and confidence in the police. Organised criminal networks have had a significant negative Impact on public protection. Through their use of county lines gangs, they have exploited children and vulnerable adults to do their running and riskiest work, knowing that the police and criminal justice system take a more lenient approach on them given their age or current circumstances. The police have realised that in fact these people are victims of a much greater criminal network. This shift in methodology has transformed the way in which police combat county lines, they are more focused on the members of the gang who are responsible for the exploitation rather than the exploited.      
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1000 words - Evidence based policing/criminology and crime prevention/criminal Justice
Critically analyse the concept of evidence-based policing and ‘what works’ in policing evaluating crime prevention theories and strategies and considering the options open to reduce re offending. 

This essay will critically analyse the notion of evidence-based policing and what is successful in policing. In addition, it will also look at crime prevention theories/strategies and how they play a role in policing and what effect they have. Lastly, there will also be consideration for the various options open to help reduce re offending. First and foremost, what is meant by the term evidence-based policing (EBP). The definition given by the college of policing is as follows, “In an evidence-based policing approach, police officers, staff and volunteers create, review and use the best available evidence to inform and challenge policies, practices and decisions”. (College of Policing, 2019)

[bookmark: _Hlk96796738]EBP has been hailed by a number of professional bodies and academic authorities as an approach which improves policing strategies and countering crime in the UK. (Bryant and Bryant, 2020) The shift towards EBP has been linked directly to the new entry paths into policing which require new constables to be educated to degree level. By underpinning the profession with an evidence-based approach it gives the police more validation for being a professional body much like medicine and theology.  (Pepper, Rogers and Martin, 2020) Furthermore, the previous authors make an argument that the police service needs to think differently about how to deal with various issues by not solely relying upon guesswork or historical solutions, much like the Peel principles.  (Pepper, Rogers and Martin, 2020) The focus therefore needs to be evidence driven, underpinned by rigor and deploying the best evidence approach. This is definitely the way forward for policing, it offers the police accountability, using the EBP approach will also provide transparency, legitimacy, and prime examples of the best course of action to take. Although talking primarily about American police forces, the scholar Cody W Telep argues that there is too much emphasis on crime reduction and prevention when it comes to EBP. Telep suggests that the field should think in broader terms about EBP, this could be done by utilising more comprehensive accessible data systems when researching use of deadly force. (Telep, 2016) In a British sense this could be used when researching the use of taser, evidence could be gathered, assess evidence already taken and undertake research, implement the subsequent findings, and evaluate this implementation.  

The main crime prevention strategy in the UK is the national policing crime prevention strategy. There are 10 main points to the strategy, including target hardening, surveillance and deflecting offenders. (NATIONAL POLICING CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY, n.d.) This is quite a universal and broad ranging crime prevention strategy and includes a lot of areas that have been identified for action. The model forms the core crime prevention strategy of all police services across England and Wales. In the past crime prevention strategy was solely the role of a ‘crime prevention officer (Bryant and Bryant, 2020) The crime prevention strategy has massively evolved since then and as a result crime prevention has been integrated into everyday police work, as a result police officer are continually expected to anticipate, recognize and assess the risk of criminal activity. Another important crime strategy is the CPTED. Its primary principle is that given the proper design and effective use of the built-up environment can lead to a decrease in the fear and incidence of crime and then to an improvement in the quality of life. (CPTEDTraining.net, 2016) CPTED has evolved over time as apposed to being one specific theory. Theorists have theorised that the police, architects, interior designers etc can help through tactical design and effective use of the built environment to reduce crime and the fear of it. It is based on four key principles, Natural surveillance, Natural access control, Territorial reinforcement, and Maintenance. (https://www.facebook.com/thebalancecom, 2019) All these principles play their role in the creation of a safer and more friendly environment which acts as a barrier to crime and makes it more difficult for crime to flourish. 

There is a large amount of research findings in relation to crime prevention, the best and most streamlined way of summarising the best available research evidence is the college of policing crime reduction tool kit, EMMIE. Evidence is presented using the framework EMMIE. EMMIE is a rating and ranking system which was developed by academics at University College London to aid practitioners and decision-makers to access the evidence-base easily and quickly. (College of Policing, 2019)   EMMIE rates each intervention against the following five dimensions, effect, mechanism, moderators, implementation, and economic cost. The EMMIE tool kit should be used as a guide it gives the police a useful guide to not only what works but also what matters approach. One study into the EMMIE approach found that it is very unlikely that any single primary study will or could score full marks on all dimensions of EMMIE. (Johnson, Tilley and Bowers, 2015) The article goes on to argue that confining attention to the methodological adequacy which effect sizes are seen to establish what has worked but limiting attention in this way is less useful in working out what will work. (Johnson, Tilley and Bowers, 2015)  

In conclusion, the concept of EBP has seen the police service shift towards a more professional organisation. By utilising the best evidence approach it gives the police accountability, transparency and allows for public confidence to increase. However, some academics argue that EBP puts too much emphasis on crime reduction and doesn’t take other factors into account. EBP has allowed the police to focus on the best and most suitable evidence rather than just using old historical methods such as guess work. It has given the police a more standardised approach to operate from. The major crime prevention strategy national one mentioned previously. This is a very far-ranging strategy and encompasses a lot of points and actions to be taken. It is useful as a national model but may lack that local policing benefit. Lastly, the CPTED strategy hypothesis that a safer more friendly environment equals a reduction in crime. This may be the case but it’s hard to implement nationally and you will always get crime hotspots that will not change in their character of behaviour.    
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