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Critically discuss the purpose of sustainable tourism in both developed and emerging nations (one example from each).

[bookmark: _GoBack]To start with, I will discuss what sustainable tourism is. Sustainable tourism is essentially, the visiting of a different country as a tourist but trying to create a positive impact on that country. The World Tourism Organisation says “ Tourism that takes full account of its current and future economic, social and environmevntal impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the environment, and host communities” (Organization, 2020). Essentially, it is travelling while leaving the minimum impact on the society, environment and social aspects of the country you are visiting. This is a pressing issue today as the concept of a carbon footprint has become a reality, and the world as a whole should work on reducing their carbon footprints. Sustainable tourism is being implemented in more and more countries due to the success.
Tourism can be a major issue for countries as people tend to not sustainably travel, they tend to instead participate in mass tourism. Mass tourism is the flocking of many people to certain destinations, popular locations. These tourists then cause irreparable damage to the environment and are not immersing themselves into the culture. A popular example of this would be the city of Dubrovnik, Croatia. This famous sea-side city has recently been the cause of major over-tourism due to the popularity of a TV show. An article by Jane foster of the Telegraph states “Dubrovnik's diminutive old town now has approximately 100 souvenir shops, 100 restaurants, 2,000 tourist beds, and a higher density of cash machines than Las Vegas” (Foster, 2019). This is a prime example of how over-tourism and mass tourism to a country can commercialise it and cause detrimental effects to the society. Furthermore, this is having a major effect on the environment. Tourists will drink, party and rent cars recklessly. Tourists will litter, smoke and potentially have no regard for where they are and what they are doing. Cruises are being incredibly popularised and so this is another environmental effect on the society as cruises are polluting at a high amount. Therefore, there is a need for sustainable tourism as we may be losing culture, environments and we can decrease the effects we have on other societies and people.  This is due to emissions from non-green travel and the detrimental emission effects.
Tourism in developing countries (emerging nations) is an issue and a blessing. Tourism in developing countries can have many effects, however mainly good effects. It can increase the employment, generate more money for the country and potentially allow for the overcoming of racial barriers. Honey and Gilpin of the USIP tell us that “Although often underestimated, the tourism industry can help promote peace and stability in developing countries by providing jobs, generating income, diversifying the economy, protecting the environment, and promoting cross-cultural awareness” (Gilpin & Honey, 2009). In developing countries, there is a need for tourists as it allows them to build income and helps prosperity of the country. However, there is a risk of the developing country being commercialised, taken over by mass-tourism and eventually having an effect in that society. Therefore, sustainable tourism is needed in developing countries. An example of a developing country that had a major benefit from tourism is the Philippines. The Philippines are a country that majorly developed due to tourism. The Philippines utilised the tourism income and capital generation to further expand on sustainable tourism. According to Jazztin Jairum & P. Manalo “sustainable tourism was drawn from the country’s folklore about Malakas and Maganda” (Jairum & Manalo, 2017). This is a prime example of how a country’s culture can benefit toward society and environment, implementing good values. In the Philippines, there is a place called Boracay island which is a perfect example of sustainable tourism with it’s recent make-over. Boracay island recently took a 6-month period in which to preserve the island, to make sure the island does not erode and is kept alive. Boracay island is a massive tourism spot in the Philippines, but as soon as they took a period of break, the Philippines prospered and had a spike in tourism overall. This shows the effect of sustainable tourism, in that people will not participate in mass-tourism to one popular island and instead flock to the country overall, causing less over-crowding in one area. This is a prime example of over-tourism not always being the key to success and not having over-tourism can lead to sustainable tourism. An article by the Tatler says that Boracay island is “the country’s icon for sustainable tourism.” (Derro, 2019). Boracay island is a perfect example of sustainable tourism in a developing country and this is a step towards being implemented worldwide.  As mentioned, Boracay island was an example of sustainable tourism and as a result of it being sustainable tourism it caused the Philippines to prosper as a country. This is the purpose of sustainable tourism in a developing country. To not overcrowd a popular island and protect it and as a result the country prospered immensely. Sustainable tourism should be implemented in all developing countries as protecting popular tourist sites with culture and history behind it will benefit the country overall. Another example of a emerging market undergoing sustainable tourism is the eco-tourism in India.  There are many places that push eco-tourism and it is having a very positive effect on India. An example includes the Indian state Odisha which is gaining large amounts in revenue from investments made years ago. An article by Red Ribbon states “ The eco-tourism offerings, created and managed by Odisha’s Forest and Environment Department are expected to reach Rs 10 crore (£ 1 Million) in the 2019-20 financial year” (Ribbon, 2018). This directly shows the positive effect that eco-tourism has and the powerful effects of sustainable tourism. 
As for sustainable tourism in developed countries, the purpose of having sustainable tourism is very important. Developed countries are naturally cultural hives, with many visitors and are more likely to be very popular. This is due to the standards being higher and the variety of places to go. However, this also means that over-crowding will ensue, with the small communities being affected and detrimental effects happening towards the environment, the cause of smaller businesses being shut down and major corporations profiting. This is the purpose of sustainable tourism in developed countries, to spread out the tourism and enable smaller businesses to succeed. To protect the habitats that people visit the country for and enable the country to survive and not be hindered in the future. The world leader in sustainable tourism both economically and environmentally is France. Venugopal of News18 wrote “Of the ten countries included in the index, only France and Germany have taken concerted and sustained action at the national level to develop policy, set targets and monitor results” (Venugopal, 2018). One example of sustainable tourism in France is their availability of bikes and allowing for sustainable travel. In 2007, a scheme was introduced called the “Vélib scheme …  a public bicycle “sharing” program” (Frommings, n.d.). This is extremely beneficial and effective, reducing emissions and inexpensive. Another similar scheme with low emission car sharing was introduced in France also, further benefitting the city and is an example of sustainable travel. Sustainable travel is very beneficial to protecting the city and is wonderful for sustainable tourism. Tourists can go to France and immediately reduce their carbon footprint by using the sustainable travel available. Green travel is being implemented in all major developed countries and is one of the most effective ways of achieving sustainable tourism. One major example of sustainable tourism in France would be the example of eco-friendly accommodation. In Paris, there are many hotels who have signed the “Paris tourist office’s Charter for Sustainable Accommodation in Paris, obtained a Green Key and/or European eco-label, and/or Green Globe, EarthCheck or ISO 14001 certification” (Parisinfo, n.d.). This means that many hotels have committed to being more sustainable, eco-friendly and less damaging. This enables tourists to be more sustainable as a tourist, to be more aware of the effect they are having on the country around them. There are even eco-responsible bed and breakfasts, camping and youth hostels. These are all eco-friendly accommodations in which budding tourists can stay and is a perfect example of sustainable tourism.
The UK is another example of sustainable tourism in a developed country. In 2001, the UK sustainable tourism act was launched and similarly to France, the UK has adopted many sustainable tourism practices. The concept of green travel is popular in the UK and has been implemented more and more throughout the years, especially with the availability of bikes and trains. An interesting example of sustainable tourism in the UK is the offering of a “working holiday”. An English tourism site tells us that all over England there is a “variety of working holidays around England.” (VisitEngland, n.d.). An example of a working holiday would be from the WWOOF (World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms). Essentially, if you are of age, you can help at a farm providing services such as farming and tending to animals. The catch is however, that it is completely free. This is a brilliant example of sustainable tourism as it enables a positive impact on the farms of England, enables tourists to immerse themselves into the culture all while it is free. This will spread out tourism from the over-concentrated areas and help the less popular areas.
In conclusion, the purpose of sustainable tourism is to help the country it is occurring in prosper. In developing countries, sustainable tourism is critically important, and its purpose is to ensure that the country does not falter, does not lose its cultural heritage and that important landmarks and historical sites are saved. As previously mentioned, the Boracay island is a prime example that over-tourism is not always the key to success, can damage environments and diverting tourism elsewhere can benefit the country overall. As Boracay island took a break from being a tourism spot, the Philippines prospered and had more tourism overall in the country. This shows how sustainable tourism is critically needed in developing countries. Developing countries need sustainable tourism as tourism is needed for the country to earn more capital and improve as a country. In India for example, eco-tourism is extremely popular. This is a scheme that enables tourists to come to India and have a beneficial effect on the country by helping the local cultures. This is beneficial for an emerging market such as India as India suffers from highly polluted areas and having schemes like this will greatly benefit the country overall.
In developed countries however, the purpose of sustainable tourism is equally as important. In developed countries, there are many people already part of the cultures and living to a high standard. However, these developed countries all need to implement more sustainable tourism. From my research, we can see that countries like France and UK have implemented schemes such as bike-riding (green travel) which is extremely good for the countries as it reduces emissions. France is a very good example of a developed country prospering due to sustainable tourism and is one of the most highly visited places in the world. A concept they implement is the concept of green accommodation and eco-friendly accommodation. With eco-friendly accommodation, tourists can be more aware of their footprint and go to eco-friendly hotels and therefore spread tourism occurs. Similarly, in the UK, there is a scheme called a “working holiday” which entails a free holiday if a tourist immerses themselves into the British farm culture and helps. Both developed countries implement various examples of sustainable tourism and as an effect of this, these countries have prospered.
To conclude, I think that the purpose of sustainable tourism in both developing and developed countries is of critical importance. The purpose is to ensure that the country does not lose culture, to reduce the carbon footprint and be eco-friendlier towards the world. In all, sustainable tourism is the key to a country prospering.
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