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Executive Summary 
Academic skills are important for students because not only help to improve performance in academic settings, but also help to determine a good career outcome. This report includes documentation of the importance of research and referencing skills for students. Students must have research and reference abilities in order to increase the quality of their assignments, writing and work. Critical thinking skills might also be developed with good research skills and referencing skills can help in masking communicated information evidenced based. Referencing can help reduce the possibility of plagiarism by giving authors credit. Suggestions for improving and upgrading students’ research skills have been added.
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1. [bookmark: _Toc127651540]Introduction
Habits, abilities and strategies that allow a learner to ensure success in an academic setting are referred to as academic skills. Academic skill development is known to improve students’ ability to learn and interact as well as increase their potential for competing assignments and projects (Indeed, 2021). This report will demonstrate the significance of both referencing and research abilities. Evaluation of the same will be done to effectively demonstrate the understanding of the significance of these skills in the field of academics. This report will further provide recommendations for developing skills to enable students to develop and enhance their research skills.


[bookmark: _Toc127651541]2. Main Body
[bookmark: _2.1_Importance_of][bookmark: _Hlk127653451]   2.1 Importance of research skills 
The ability to research can be defined as an activity of finding truth and answering questions of problems. Research skills involve sets of abilities possessed by the student required for conducting suitable researchSuccessful research involves abilities such as using various tools to access, analyse, and evaluate various relevant information in order to develop knowledge about a topic. (Prahmana, 2017). It is possible to develop a greater insight into a phenomenon with the help of research skills as valid information can be searched for with the utilization of the same. Research skills are important because it helps an individual to develop the ability to acquire authentic and deep knowledge concerning a topic. Research work is taught to students in their academic field so that a scientific culture and attitude can be developed through the research activities. These abilities are essential for students' self-development, and increased research skills help them build their cognitive ability to think critically and solve problems. (Salybekova et al., 2021). 
Possessing research skills is beneficial as students can focus on their study goals. Acquire valuable information and data followed by effective communication of the same through assignments improving their quality of academic performance. The ability of students to find correct information relevant to a topic improves their ability to thrive in their academic careers. Important recording of one's learning can be secured with the assistance of research skills, as gathering material from various authors or sources allows for the determination of each source's effectiveness. Different perspectives of authors can also be learned about this encouraging the ability of a student to develop their ability to recognise the pros and cons of every aspect (Gyuris, 2018). The writing of students can also be developed with the help of the same as it promotes meaningful learning about a topic with the documentation of relevant opinions of authors in a similar field. 
Improving research skills is a necessity for becoming an autonomous or independent scholar, and material gained from intensive study with effective reference can be legitimate and dependable. (Feldon et al., 2015). However, documenting data from sources that are not trustworthy might imply poor research abilities and lead the student to provide wrong information. 
[bookmark: _2.2_Importance_of]2.2 Importance of referencing skills 
Students must involve in effectively referencing their work to make their writing more evidence-based. In order to avoid plagiarism which is a form of cheating students must know the ways of paraphrasing content as conversed by an author along with referencing the source. 
This implies that the student has not engaged directly in documenting the perspective and opinion of others in their study. Students will be able to demonstrate and depth their levels of understanding of content by pulling in ideas of others with the help of paraphrasing skills (Hans, 2017). The student writing style might be made more formal and evidence-based with the support of effective paraphrasing and referencing skills. All concerns regarding plagiarism can be addressed, implying that the danger of plagiarism can be completely removed when students correctly reference own work (Santini, 2018).  There are several factors involved in efficient referencing which deals with correctly writing the name of authors whose ideas have been documented and using the correct page number. This should be both in the case of referencing and in-texting. Reputation amongst readers, editors and reviewers can be enhanced by a researcher with the support of good referencing skills and the same improve the quality of work. 
The use of reference for work can enable making the same valid and trues as it involves giving credit and acknowledging the author involved in communicating the information. The credibility of the source from which knowledge has been acquired by the student and documented in their assignment can be analysed and determined by the teachers on referencing the work. The basis of good writing is the use of evidence in supporting an answer or any communicated message which is not possible with the use of citations. Thus, citations are important in proving one’s argument about a topic and thus information communicated can be considered reliable when supported with citations (Taparia, 2015). In conducting research citations throughout the work are important the same allows connecting one study with others thus creating a knowledge web for developing better meaning. The relevance of work, in particular, can be enhanced with the help of citations (Wilson, and Collins, 2019). Scientific contributions whether small or large can be provided with respect to study in the same field creating value and benefits for the researchers in elevating academic performance levels and outcomes. 
Adequately referencing work and acknowledging authors in a particular field of study is important because it keeps an individual or researcher ethically correct. This is one of the fundamental ethical aspects that is required for researchers to be followed in order to avoid any form of misconduct in their research. Through effective referencing of work, students are able to display their respect towards society and communicate good moral values. 

 
[bookmark: _Toc127651542]3. Recommendations
The skills and the abilities of students that can be recommended to be developed for enhancing research skills are as follows: 
· The research skills of the students can be enhanced with the help of planning the research activities and managing progress accordingly. On the other hand, students can organise their work for being able to manage their time for conducting research. Dividing the research work into achievable small tasks can improve the possibility of finishing the research work timely.
· Problem-solving abilities of students are consistent in fostering creative and cohesive thinking patterns (Škėrienė and Jucevičienė, 2020). This can allow the researcher to answer the research questions adequately thereby improving the chances of documenting information correctly and critically evaluating them. Reliable information to solve problems at different stages of the research can be ensured with the support of problem solving ability. 
· The use of library resources and reading multiple articles based on the topic can help in developing an in-depth understanding of the topic and documenting the same following proper referencing patterns might enhance the research skills of the students. 
· Students should also possess or boost their technical skills to be able to find current information from online sources like open access libraries, Google search engine and Google scholar. This implies that students should possess basic computer skills for being able to research efficiently.  


[bookmark: _Toc127651543]4. Conclusion
This report leads to the realization that both referencing style and research skills are critical for students' academic performance. Appropriate referencing entails making one's information more credible by drawing on previously published works on a related topic. Moreover, both research and referencing are essential in boosting the quality of writing produced by students in their assignments, raising their chances of receiving higher ratings. Suitable recommendations have been made to help students improve and strengthen their research skills. The recommended strategies are technical skill development, good time management, access to library resources, and problem-solving abilities.
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