
 
Interview Questions: Claire Walters 1707602


1. Why is your chosen area worthy of research? Explain the rationale for your topic.

The chosen topic was worthy of research as it is a situation that is not about to change any time soon but could easily become worse if things are not done to help support schools to support its pupils living within poverty (Walker, 2014). However, the government are giving high priority in reducing the number of children living in poverty by 2020 as there is much speculation on poverty and the effects it has on pupil’s attainment and well-being (Estyn, 2019). 

It has always been of interest to me to find out how and what schools are doing to help try to support families and children living within poverty, as I was once told “give a man a fish and you can feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you will feed him for a lifetime” this is why so many see education as a route out of poverty (Partridge, 2018).  From the research it become clear that by having the different clubs within schools do lead to positive outcomes towards pupil’s attainment as to their overall health and well-being whilst also making sociable confident pupils, pupils also see them as a safety net, a safe place to be when they may not have the support needed or the access to the amenities’ they need (Philips, 2019).

 Moreover, it was also clear that schools need to use best practice wherever possible as well as using a whole school approach to be able to support disadvantaged pupils by putting the well-being of each pupil at the heart of what they do (Estyn 2020). I believe it was a relevant topic and was worthy of research as it is still very much present and pupils well-being is still being affected by poverty. 



2. Summarise your findings.
It has become clear from the research carried out that children living in poverty within the UK is almost 4 million, costing the state £78 billion a year (Cooper and Stewart, 2013). Nine out of a class of 30 pupils are now classed as being under the poverty line which is putting pupils at risk of poor educational attainment and poor well-being (New Economics Foundation, 2012). However, schools are trying to reduce the impact that this is having on pupils’ attendance and wellbeing by offering interventions such as breakfast clubs, nurture groups and after school clubs (Townsend, 1979). 

Within in recent studies on pupils attending clubs it has shown a great improvement to pupils’ and has also changed attitudes towards learning (Kennedy, 2018).  Graham, Puts and Beadle (2017) for instance believe that having a breakfast club helps pupils to be able to start the day with a healthy breakfast which helps to promote pupils to focus throughout the day.  Whereas in the past these types of clubs have been seen as more of a wraparound childcare for working parents, but now they are being seen to have a positive impact on pupils (Estyn, 2011). It is evident that by pupils attending the clubs it has helped them to gain new skills, improve their overall wellbeing as well as leading to having better attendance throughout their time at school (Dunford, 2014).

 Moreover, there is evidence that shows from schools having these clubs they are helping to bridge the gap between disadvantage pupils and mainstream pupils as they help pupils to be able to participate in the same activities (Estyn, 2011). Research also show that, according to the theories of Maslow (1954), for pupils to be able to move upwards in life their basic needs have to be met and by providing the clubs helps in supporting these needs. Bronfenbrenner (1995) has also shown that children are most influenced by those closest to them. By providing extra-curricular support to children in poverty it helps with their wellbeing. 

 Although it has become clear that financial support is still needed to help schools to be able to sustain and keep these clubs running, to help with the positive benefits they bring to pupils (Estyn, 2016). Welsh Assembly Government (2015) are also in agreement with this and are putting a plan in place to eradicate child poverty by 2020. Likewise, schools will also need to work closely with parents and local authorities as this is the key in reducing the link between poverty and wellbeing (Egan, 2013).


3. a) If you were required to carry out primary research on your topic, what methodology would you have used? Why?

There are many different ways in which research can be obtained but the methodology that I would have used if I had carried out primary research would have been in the form of qualitative research. For instance, a face to face interview with teachers and support staff as well as possibly asking parents in an online questionnaire (Bartlett and Burton, 2012). Interviews would be semi- structured and would consist of pre-determined questions, this would allow all interviewees to be able to answer in the same order (Cottrell, 2013). They can also vary giving the flexibility of additional questions being added during the interview to clarify or expand on questions. 
Advantages to interviews would include allowing you to be able to find out more facts, people’s attitudes and opinions, as well as being able to get a better in depth understanding of the information being shared (Oliver, 2010). Moreover, the researcher also has direct control of the process and is able to clarify any issues that may arise during the interview if needed.  However, disadvantages on the other hand, are that interviews can also be very time consuming so some may not want to take part, writing up the interviews and then analysing them can also be very time consuming for the researcher (Bartlett and Burton, 2012). it is also very important to remember that when conducting an interview that researchers take an ethical stance in their research keeping an open mind and to refrain from showing any disagreements, even though this may not be easy (Wilson, 2020). 


b) What would have been your ethical considerations?

To comply with any ethical issues that may arise when using an interview as a research tool would be: obtaining consent, maintaining anonymity and confidentiality of all parties taking part, make sure the Bera guidelines were followed throughout as well as remaining professional, respecting the values and dignity of others (BERA, 2018).  For example, it is important to make sure that any technology used is password protected and that all involved remain anonymous (BERA, 2018).  The principles behind BERA guidelines say that the interviewer needs to be socially responsible and behave in ways that will not harm them, those being interviewed and the reputation of the university (Ernst and Monroe, 2004). They should also make sure they get informed consent from all involved and tell them that they can decide not to take part or withdraw if they want to at any given time. They also need to know that their answers will be anonymous and confidential (Halej, 2017)



4. What are the strengths and weaknesses of your study?

The weakness to my study I feel was mainly  the question that I chose, I feel that the question  was a bit too broad based for the research to be effectively carried out, the efference was also a factor in the way of information being collected,  it would have been better if I used a more focused question such as what benefits do school clubs bring?  However, this would perhaps been more appropriate, in terms of available information, if the research had combined primary and desk top research. If I was to change anything about my review it would be that I would have liked more recent journal articles on the subject as I found this hard due to not having the access needed.
 I would have liked to be able to get more of an input from pupils and parents to how they feel they benefit from having these clubs. The methodology I chose would have been different as I feel an interview would have been a good source of evidence to enhance my study. However, the strengths to my study would be there is already a lot of research been done and the topic is widely debated which helped when writing the review. This is important because it makes the research more valid, I also used examples of best practice, wherever possible, to support what I was saying.
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