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Entry 1: Positionality and individuality

Talk about positionality, my first understanding of it is the relationship between individuals and society, or with others. But with the deepening of learning, I found that the word also focuses on the cognitive process of the research itself, and the resulting individual positioning, which seems to be more important than other factors.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]For example, in the three assigned articles about positionality: Benefits, Challenges, and Dynamism of Positionalities Associated With Mixed Methods Research in Developing Countries(Teye, 2012), Positionality Reflecting on the Research Process(Bourke, 2014),Reconciling Multiple Researcher Positionalities and Languages in International Research(Srivastava, 2006). Except describing specific cases, the authors talk about the identity transformation of individuals in the studies. The positionality of researcher will influence all phases and period of the research process. The positionality researchers bring to their work with the private background. That may have the following effects on researchers, what problems they encounter in the study, how they choose the process and how they interpret the results.(Foote & Bartell, 2011). Teye(2012) and Srivastava(2006) have the same problems in their research approach. That is, the mixed identities of a well-educated overseas elite and a native ethnic group, which makes them in the transition between insider and outsider all the process. This personality brings them convenience and makes them less objective sometimes. Bourke as a pure white to study people of color can only be an outsider, maintaining an objective neutral, but difficult to access to the core of the data and views. Bourke adjusted positionality to create a relationship with the interviewees. There is an intersection between objectivism and subjectivism, that is, positionality (Bourke, 2014). The positionality of researchers is to challenge the authority, objectivity and effectiveness of knowledge, which is determined by the results of research (Smith, L. T. ,2012).
Any presupposition of positionality before the study is incomplete. The researcher should reflect on his own standpoints and views at any time during the whole project, to adapt to the development.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Individuality is a special quality that distinguishes an individual from the social group. In Individuality in Research(Carmichael, R., 1919), two cases are analyzed, focusing on individuality or collective cooperation in studies, that all achieved good scientific research achievements. Regardless of the author's preference, in general, if it is not immoderately prominent individualism, individuality tend to bring more activities and creativity to the team actually. The work of highest value can be done only as an expression of the most marked individuality(Carmichael, R., 1919). Appreciation other’s positionality or subjectivity can enhances relations of mutual esteem and recognition(Peake & Trotz, 1999).
However, more research is done by teams, how prominent individuality must be subordinated to the overall good, rather than causing conflict. On the basis of understanding oneself, researchers should infer others' beliefs and define their own positionality. There is no perfect individual, but a perfect group. When each kind of individualities finds the appropriate positionalities in the team, the ability of the whole team will reach the maximum. In addition individuality is not constant. Through continuous learning and communication, individuality will be improved or evolved. Therefore, the positionality of an individual in a group is constantly changing and gradually formed in the process of interaction, with the change of personal ability and other environmental factors.
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Individuality – YouTube
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The importance of ‘Individuality’ - YouTube
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Positionality in Qual Research - YouTube
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Positionality Statements - YouTube
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What Does positionality Mean? | Gender & Sexuality by Dictionary.com
Date Accessed：2019-03-20
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Date Accessed：2019-03-20
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Positionality:1. Positional good, an economic good whose value is determined by its distribution within a population;
[bookmark: OLE_LINK9]2. Standpoint theory, a postmodern theory for analyzing inter-subjective discourses(https://en.wikipedia.org).
Individuality:1. the qualities that make a person or thing different from others;
2. the quality that makes a person different from other people (https://dictionary.cambridge.org/).
3a : total character peculiar to and distinguishing an individual from others 
b : personality 
4：archaic : the quality or state of being indivisible 
5 : separate or distinct existence 
6 : individual, person(https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary) 
The positionality that researchers bring to their work, and the personal experiences through which positionality is shaped, may influence what researchers may bring to research encounters, their choice of processes, and their interpretation of outcomes. (Foote & Bartell, 2011,Pathways to Equity in Mathematics Education: How life Experiences Impact Research Positionality, Educational Studies in Mathematics, 78(1), 45–68. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10649-011-9309-2)
Positionality represents a space in which objectivism and subjectivism meet. (Bourke, B. (2014). The Qualitative Report Positionality: Reflecting on the Research Process. The Qualitative Report, 19(33), 1–9. https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01192180)
Merton (1972) also highlighted a sense of shared identities in his conceptualisation when speaking against ‘extreme Insiderism’, or the contention that ‘you have to be one to understand one’ (p. 15). He stressed that: This neglects the crucial fact of social structure that individuals have not a single status but a status set: a complement of variously interrelated statuses which interact to affect both their behaviour and perspectives. ... The array of status sets in a population means that aggregates of individuals share some statuses and not others; or, to put this in context, that they typically confront one another simultaneously as Insiders and Outsiders. (Merton, 1972, p. 22)
(Srivastava, P. (2006). Reconciling Multiple Researcher Positionalities and Languages in International Research. Research in Comparative and International Education, 1(3), 210–222. https://doi.org/10.2304/rcie.2006.1.3.210)
Polanyi aptly noted (1959), ‘in an ideal and free society, each person would have perfect and free access to the truth ... But this is not practicable: each person can know indirectly very little of the truth and must trust others for the rest’ (p. 68; emphasis added).
(Srivastava, P. (2006). Reconciling Multiple Researcher Positionalities and Languages in International Research. Research in Comparative and International Education, 1(3), 210–222. https://doi.org/10.2304/rcie.2006.1.3.210)
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]There is no corresponding word for ‘positivity’ in Chinese. I couldn't distinguish ‘positionality’ and ‘position’ for a long time when I first came into contact with it. Even in many online dictionaries, the word has not been included, so that I am very confused when writing this literature review. Until I found such an explanation in a gender-related column of an online dictionary: Positionality is the political or social background that produces your uniqueness in terms of gender, sexuality, class, race, and ability. Positionality also defines how your character effects, and possibly biases, your comprehension of the world (https://www.dictionary.com/e/gender-sexuality/positionality/). Finally, I found that ‘positionality’ had nothing to do with the so-called ‘address’ concept, but was actually an expression of personal research attitude, and I can understand them when I read the literature about positionality. Establishing a correct positionality is directly related to whether a researcher can treat his or her research objectively, and also determines what attitude the researcher takes towards the object of study, which will lead to different research results. That is why the authors of the three assigned articles in the text have been so concerned about positionality in the research process, adjusted it at any time, and spent a lot of time discussing it in the article.
Compare with ‘positionality’, ‘individuality’ is better understood, which is related to personal ability. Individuality is a good thing in research, but what does too obvious individuality bring to research? Is it a brilliant research result or a messy team relationship? How to deal with individuality is also related to positionality.
I think finding the position of positionality and Individuality is the beginning of the whole research and is a very important part of the whole research plan.


[bookmark: _Toc6672759]Entry2: Reading and Evaluating Literature and Information Sources

[bookmark: OLE_LINK32]The Significance of Reading
The process of reading is understanding, responding, evaluating, and synthesis (Behrens, L., et al, 1992). Reading literature is significant for research, which could demonstrate the researcher about the current trends of the industry, provide valuable information and indicate the direction for the next step of research. Effective reading is a necessary skill for every researcher.
To develop your thoughts is the fundamental target of reading, Combinate new information and ideas into the understanding you already have and give new angles to your thinking……This change is brought about by reading literature, which guides you to start thinking, to reflect, and to draw reasonable conclusions.(Northedge, 1990)
Choose Correct Literature and Information
Literature selection is the selection of literature content, that is, knowledge and a kind of intellectual labor. The quality of literature mainly depends on the quality of the personnel who choose literature. There are tons of articles to be found through network, while most of them are of little value. The literature should be selected according to your own research direction, the most classic, high quality and high value or the latest, academic knowledge could become obsolete. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK11][bookmark: OLE_LINK12]Even for valuable literature, there should also be trade-offs in reading. Time is limited, take the initiative in reading. The readers should not passively accept information, but actively communicate with authors. Practice with selected short reading exercises and examples, strengthen active reading, and build a foundation for developing critical thinking and reading(Behrens, L. et al, 1992). 
For articles that only provide new information, drop it after found out the key points and took notes. For those really make you think, the following questions will help you analyze them:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK16][bookmark: OLE_LINK17]• What is the author's standpoint?
• What is the author's target?
• What kind of reader does the author care about?
• What contention does the author use to support the standpoint?
• What attestation does the author provide to support the contention?
• What are the author's basis assumptions or prejudices(Behrens, L. et al, 1992)?
Reading Literature with Criticism
It is necessary to review the literature with criticism, because it will be the cornerstone of your new research.(Saunders, M. & Lewis, P., 2012).
[bookmark: OLE_LINK20]• Is the thesis logical?
• Are the author's facts accurate?
• Is there enough proof for the theses?
• Do the theses support the standpoint?
• Does the article raise and refute opposite view?
• Does the article help you understanding of the topic?
• What questions or conclusions does this paper raise? Further, what the paper make you think?(Behrens,L.et al, 1992)
Reading on the same topic in the same batch, especially articles with opposite views, comparing and analyzing them will be more benefical to get the information you want, instead of only believing one point of view. In the process, information is structured, built into knowledge. 
As a researcher, treat the issues in literature as open problems. Thinking how they will proceed. Does the articles really solve them? What are remaining problems? Or do thoes ideas need to be expanded? Maybe that is your new research topic.
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( Saunders,M. & Lewis,P.,2012,Doing Research in Business & Management: An Essential Guide to Planning Your Project,P.48) 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK19]Thinking about your critical literature review
1. If you have not yet begun to think about critically reviewing the literature, start now! 
2. Write your research question or aims and objectives on a piece of paper and refer to them frequently to keep focused. (If you are still unsure what to do for your research project, turn back to sections 1.4 and 1.5.)
3. Based on what you already know about your research topic, identify the terms and phrases you will use as search terms. Be prepared to use a variety of different terms and phrases. 
4. Use the online databases available through your university and your university library catalogue to search the literature for useful items. Although you will find textbooks listed in the library catalogue useful in the early stages of your review, you should focus mainly upon finding peer-reviewed academic journal articles, using online databases of journal articles.
5. Obtain the articles and other items that seem likely to be useful and assess their  relevance and value (usefulness) to your own research.
6. Use Google Scholar to find more recent items written by others that refer to those items you have already found that you feel are most useful to your own research. 
7. Make your own notes about these useful items and include a summary in your own words. As you make notes, write about how the item compares with other items you have read.
8. Note the full reference of each item, using your university’s preferred style of referencing.
9. Begin to draft your critical literature review, using a thematic structure, comparing and contrasting what each author has to say about a theme. Be mindful that you will have to redraft your review more than once.
(Wallace, M. and Wray, A., 2011, Critical Reading and Writing for Postgraduates, 2nd edn, London: Sage. Wang, C.L., Indridason, T. and Saunders, M.N.K. (2010) Affective and continuance commitment in public private partnership, Employee Relations, 32(4): 396–417.)

[bookmark: _Toc6672763]Appendix4:
When we read, we should keep a certain distance from the text and evaluate it independently, instead of following the author's ideas and always remind ourselves to ask questions, such as, "Why do we read this book?" What questions do you want to study? In fact, critical reading is a kind of ability that can be acquired gradually through systematic training. It can try to change one's thinking slowly in the process of reading later.
[image: F:\DBA\BMDB7001\7001作业\作业2\Reading.png]


[bookmark: _Toc6672764]Entry3: The Contribution of Research to Knowledge and Organsational Development

Although there is no unified definition of the concept of knowledge in academic circles, there is an opinion that is accepted by most people that the essence of knowledge is the interpretation of phenomena. That is, human's understanding of the objective world. Research is to seek knowledge，that is, finding solutions to problems with t objective and systematic methods. In other words, research has priority significance for existing knowledge reserve. Truths from observation, recording, experimentation, comparison and summary contribute to the progress of knowledge.(Ellson, 2009).
As a tool for constructing knowledge and for promoting learning(Zarach, 2018), research contributes greatly to knowledge. One of rewarding of research to knowledge is testing of the known knowledge. Even widely believed knowledge can be wrong, because human cognition is limited. Research is “a way to prove lies and to support truths”(Zarach, 2018), and overcome inner prejudice to gain true belief. 
In addition, research can fill in the gaps in knowledge. With the development of human society, the boundaries of knowledge become wider and wider. New fields are constantly discovered and original knowledge is constantly updated or even overturned. Even great minds like Newton did not grasp the principles of quantum mechanics.
Last but not least, the result of research can predict the future. It is also a research goal to analyze the known phenomena，and summarize the law of the future development on this basis. The results of this reasoning are especially instructive for the development of organizations and even countries.
As a “systematized effort to gain knowledge”(Sampey, 1923, P.10), research “means to find, gauge, and seize opportunities, and an aid to success”(Zarach, 2018). For organization, research also has three main effects on policy operation: Verify business structure by continuously collecting data and evidence; judge the nature of ongoing events and correct errors; and predict future development(Kothari, C. 1985). Research is useful for policymakers to plan their next steps, which is even may not the goal of research(C. Kothari, 1985). Research is the process of in-depth discussion and Research on a problem and finding solutions to it. Managers in organizations are usually involved in some form of research because they also need to study and analyze problems and make decisions at work. As we all known that once managers pick the correct choices based on the results of the research, they can remove hidden dangers. On the contrary, the problems can not be solved, but may also endanger the whole company (Sekaran, 2000).
The impact of research on organizational development may be more pronounced than on knowledge itself. Especially when deciding the future strategy of the organization, the feasibility research will cover many majors, usually involving capital construction, environmental protection, market forecast, personnel training and other aspects, and involve a lot of money. Objective and effective research can helps an organization clarify the priority and depth of the problems and points out the right direction for the benign development of organizations, save costs and create greater value.
Hudson Maxim (1853 – 1927) said, Exploration is the root of all progress. Overconfidence always fails to maintain suspicion, because suspicion is the only way to verify, and verification is the only way to discover(Wisdomjob.com, n.d.). The importance of the research can be well understood in this context.
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The editorial considers the value of scientific research to business practitioners and students concluding that an ingenuous and on-going scheme of exchange between scholars and practitioners would lead to cross-fertilization of ideas and experience and enhance empathy, learning and understanding.
( C.R.Kothari. (1985). Research Methodology: Methods & Techniques (2nd ed.). Retrieved from http://www.modares.ac.ir/uploads/Agr.Oth.Lib.17.pdf).
[bookmark: OLE_LINK10]Contribution of academic research to the five industries studied include: graduates trained in modern research techniques, fundamental concepts and “key ideas” resulting from basic and applied research, and the development and testing of tools, prototypes, and marketable products, processes, and services. The sources of these contributions include engineering, the natural sciences, computer sciences, mathematics, social sciences, behavioral sciences, management studies, and policy sciences. 
(The Impact of Academic Research on Industrial Performance , https://www.nap.edu/read/10805/chapter/9#208).
This helps you make a list of priorities you need to accomplish, which in turn helps you in managing your time as effectively as possible. It also gives you a guide on both the long and short term strategies you need to put in place, which helps you feel more organized, less frazzled and overwhelmed in the long-term. 
( Packard.H, 2018, Why is marketing research important for your business?,  https://www.bmmagazine.co.uk/in-business/advice/why-is-marketing-research-important-for-your-business/)
Research, a somewhat intimidating term for some, is simply the process of finding solutions to a problem after a thorough study and analysis of the sit- uational factors. Managers in organizations constantly engage themselves in studying and analyzing issues and hence are involved in some form of research activity as they make decisions at the workplace. As is well known, sometimes managers make good decisions and the problem gets solved, sometimes they make poor decisions and the problem persists, and on occasions they make such colossal blunders that the organization gets stuck in the mire
(Sekaran, 2000, Research Methodds For Business, 
https://www.researchgate.net).
 “All progress is born of inquiry. Doubt is often better than overconfidence, for it leads to inquiry, and inquiry leads to invention” is a famous Hudson Maxim in context of which the significance of research can well be understood. Increased amounts of research make progress possible. Research inculcates scientific and inductive thinking and it promotes the development of logical habits of thinking and organization(Wisdomjob.com, n.d.,2018).
(https://www.wisdomjobs.com/e-university/research-methodology-tutorial-355/significance-of-research-11336.html)
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What is research? A detailed study of a subject, reach a (new) understanding (Cambridge dictionary).
What is the nature of research? A test of the objective world.
Why research is important? Direct the right way.
What is knowledge? Discuss its nature if it is not defined.
What is nature of knowledge? A reflection of the objective world.
What is the relationship between research and knowledge? parallel or subordinate?
What are the specific effects of research on knowledge? divided into three aspects, reflection on the past, verification of the currentt and judgment of the tomorrow.
Why do organizations need research? This problems is mainly discussed from the aspect of strategy. The size of organizations and the complexity of their personnel make it impossible for them to succeed with only one or several certain management models. How will their operations be affected, to what extent will these impacts be deepened, and whether there are ways to minimize the negative impacts, all of which need to be determined through research.
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The purpose of research is to clarify or test traditional theories, correct wrong methods, improve inadequate or inappropriate use of technology, reconcile conflicting opinions, or solve current practical problems(Wisdomjobs.com, 2018), Meanwhile, the problem of research is the statement of concern when a field has problems and it is difficult to improve due to constraints, or the unsolved doubts in academic literature, which deserve further consideration and investigation. The research question itself is not an explanation of how to carry out a specific action, or an attempt to define a new concept, but merely a trend of thinking, a vague prospect, or just a meaningful question.(Bryman, 2007)
Question is the origin of the research, directly affect the value of research results. It is more important to ask questions than to solve them, usually, questions come from two parts: doubts about current research and theories and literature review. For researchers, the ability to ask questions is the first step. At this point, enough literature reserve is the most important. At the same time of literature reading can train the ability to critical think.
Who raised the questions? To whom does this questions are of value? What do researchers get out of it? (L. T. Smith, 2012)?
Another source of problems are the researchers' previous experience and existing theories. After the accumulation of literature and some preliminary studies, researchers began to doubt past experiences and theories, and began to ask why in their mind, the desire for research will appear.
Identify questions of interest to the researcher, or questions that might prompt further thought. Is there a lot of research on that? Are there any gaps left? These questions can point in an ambiguous direction. Be familiar with the current situation of the research field and find out the problems to be solved. On the basis of preliminary investigation, determine the general direction, narrow the scope, and consider the feasibility of solving the problem. Combine the research objects and research purpose, and start with what and how. What are the research objects made of? What factors affect them? Can these factors be controlled? What methods should be used to achieve the research purpose? Are there any obstacles to the research method? What can researchers do to overcome the difficulties? How to ensure the fairness of research methods? Will there be negative effects? How to eliminate them? How do researcher justify the process? What is the positionalities of the objects of research and researcher(L. T. Smith, 2012)? When some of the problems are found to be meaningless after evaluation and verification, replace the problems in time to make the whole thinking process coherent. These questions should be clear, focused and targeted to help researchers gradually define research boundaries, parameters or limitations and guide the research process.
In addition, it should be noted that as a researcher cannot just care about his or her research topic, for everyone's thinking is limited and influenced by individual background. Academic exchanges can sometimes bring the research new directions and challenges. 
According to the quantity and scale of variables and the relationship between them, the scope of research is quite extensive from simple to complex. As a researcher, only by understanding the nature of the problem can he or she find a better way to solve the problem.(Smith, S., 2018).
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In the social sciences, the research problem establishes the means by which you must answer the "So What?" question. This question refers to a research problem surviving the relevancy test [the quality of a measurement procedure that provides repeatability and accuracy]. Note that answering the "So What?" question requires a commitment on your part to not only show that you have reviewed the literature, but that you have thoroughly considered its significance and its implications applied to obtaining new knowledge or understanding.
To survive the "So What" question, problem statements should possess the following attributes:
· Clarity and precision [a well-written statement does not make sweeping generalizations and irresponsible pronouncements; it also does include unspecific determinates like "very" or "giant"],
· Demonstrate a researchable topic or issue [i.e., feasibility of conducting the study is based upon access to information that can be effectively acquired, gathered, interpreted, synthesized, and understood],
· Identification of what would be studied, while avoiding the use of value-laden words and terms,
· Identification of an overarching question or small set of questions accompanied by key factors or variables,
· Identification of key concepts and terms,
· Articulation of the study's boundaries or parameters or limitations,
· Some generalizability in regards to applicability and bringing results into general use,
· Conveyance of the study's importance, benefits, and justification [i.e., regardless of the type of research, it is important to demonstrate that the research is not trivial],
· Does not have unnecessary jargon or overly complex sentence constructions; and,
· Conveyance of more than the mere gathering of descriptive data providing only a snapshot of the issue or phenomenon under investigation.
(http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/introduction/researchproblem)
[image: Reasoning Cycle - Scientific Research]
A research question is the question around which you center your research. It should be:
clear: it provides enough specifics that one’s audience can easily understand its purpose without needing additional explanation.
focused: it is narrow enough that it can be answered thoroughly in the space the writing task allows.
concise: it is expressed in the fewest possible words.
complex: it is not answerable with a simple “yes” or “no,” but rather requires synthesis and analysis of ideas and sources prior to composition of an answer.
arguable: its potential answers are open to debate rather than accepted facts.
(https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/guides/how-to-write-a-research-question)
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Choosing literature can be difficult. Although it is appropriate to directly select the articles of authoritative experts or the latest industry trends, I am not sure whether these articles can give me much enlightenment or not.
What is a good question? Is it something that leads to further thinking or something that directly solves the problem? What if the question is beyond me? Do I need to ask some questions in my own field to make the next step of research more smoothly? Or should I challenge myself to learn more by asking questions?
Is the more questions the better? How can I get advice from someone without giving it away?
If my questions prove useless, do I have courage to start over?
In what ways do I train myself to have one, two, or more ideas when I think about a problem?
How do I make sure I'm thinking in the right direction?
To what extent can I find that my thinking has gone wrong?
Can I always be aware of this vigilance in the course of my research?
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Philosophy is a discipline study about unclear event, which fits the nature of the research at a certain point. Research can be divided into two original works, answering current questions or solving specific problems(Guyette, 1983)，in other word, do a survey of relevant information on specific topics in a scientific and systematic way (Kothari, 2002) In the process of research, we will encounter a large number of choices, such as which one is useful, when we are faced with a large amount of evidence, which stage or part of the research process is suitable for it, how reliable it is, and how to extract it from the complex status quo. Philosophy provides a series of secure thinking methods for these problems.
Since philosophy is used to help solve research problems, the philosophical framework should be the researcher's view of the research process, or what kind of philosophical approach the researcher intends to use to solve the problems he or she will face.
Because of the particularity of social sciences, the accuracy of research rules and methods is difficult to verify, so the theoretical standards of researchers themselves are more important(Trejo, 2018). The choice of philosophical framework not only affects the direction and results of research, but also relates to the personality, status, ability and preference of researchers.
Next comes the question for researcher, finding individual paradigm. First, what perspective to take on the essence of reality – ontology (It is assumed that the meaning of the relevant philosophical terms are known and will not be explained in the text). With different backgrounds, education, gender and growth experience, researchers began to ask questions, whether objective or subjective, which triggered further thinking. Ontology involves whether we believe in a detectable reality, or in the existence of multiple socially constructions(Patton, 2002).
[bookmark: OLE_LINK35][bookmark: OLE_LINK36]Then, discuss the nature of knowledge and truth – Epistemology. Further thinking: ‘Is belief equal to true knowledge? Does knowledge need to be supported only by specific data? Where can we find the source of knowledge? What is the way to prove their existence?’(Chilisa & Kawulich, 2012) After list these questions, the researchers investigating them item by item, narrow down the research methods they will use.
Positivism or interpretivism? Interpretivism is an insider-out approach. Understanding is primacy, so all problems can be studied, especially some difficult to quantify in social sciences. High-level research can greatly expand the field of knowledge, but the reliability of the data in the research is not representative of the typical significance, because of the impact of researchers' preference. Positivism, in contrast, outsider-in, opposes metaphysical reasoning, but evidence. The truth is independent of man's will and exists objectively. Meanwhile, both of them have a common ground, the truth is there, waiting to be sought, that is the purpose of research.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK37]Axiology mainly refers to the “purpose” of research, focus on the values judgments, that is in ethics and in aesthetics(Chopra, 2005). The value and ethical principles of researchers affect how they do research, which relevant the methods of data collection. However, the result of research may exceed their expectations, that reshapes their values and even redefines their understanding of knowledge.
Ontology, epistemology and axiology constitute the model of research. At the same time, they are interrelated and affect each other. The convergence of these three is methodology(Chilisa & Kawulich, 2012). Choose a suitable philosophical framework of the researcher and use effective methods to obtain reasonable research results.
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(Saunders, M., & Lewis, P. (2016). Research Methods for Business Students. Pitman.)
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Figure2: class presentation
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When it comes to the type of research, there will be different classification according to different dimensions. For example, according to the purpose of research(Saunders & Lewis, 2016), there are five varieties of research: exploratory research, aims to identify what is unknown or undetermined; descriptive research, focuses on accurately stating the status quo without proposing solutions to problems; explanatory research means making clear the causal relationship between research variables; evaluative research, in order to find out the external factors of interference(Wikibooks.org, 2019); and the fifth, combination research, uses two or more of the previous methods at the same time in one research.
Considering the time factor, the researches can be divided into cross-section research, which studies the status of different research objects in the same period(Cherry, K., 2019), somewhat similar to taking photos in a party; and longitudinal research, which observes the state of the same object(s) in different periods(Coggon, 2019), more like a movie than the former one.
When the scope of research objects is classified, researches can be divided into general survey research, sampling research and case study.
In addition, there are basic research and applied research, which is another classification for research purposes.
These categories intersect, but do not conflict with each other. Suppose that the life experiences of 10 people from different walks of life in Britain have been continuously observed and recorded for more than 50 years. This study includes longitudinal research, descriptive research, and sampling research at the same time. Or it can be said that the study was actually a combination research.
Research design is a method of translating research problems and objectives into research projects. The design process of research contains a battery of decisions, which need to be combined into a consistent research project (Saunders & Lewis, 2016). In general, the research includes three elements, purpose, object and method. At the beginning of the research, the aim of research should be made clear, which is the guide of all the research activities later, that is an exploration process in itself. After figuring out the nature and scope of a specific research problem, the possible research objects and methods can be preliminarily established. Saunders(2016) calls it research strategy. It should be noted that the research method itself is not absolutely good or bad, and it serves the research objective and content at any time. The research method is only suitable or not, and there is no other judgment standard. Choosing a suitable philosophical framework will make the subsequent research more rational. Another important factor affecting research is the time and cost of research. Measure affordability and understand the difficulties of research. Judging the feasibility of research, including the reliability, validity and ethics of research design, may involve critical research. Another very important project is to identify the positions of researchers (Saunders & Lewis, 2016).
Researchers can choose research designs that they are good at and interested in, meanwhile conform to the research phenomena themselves. Whatever research design is chosen, it is very difficult to complete the whole research with a single type and method. Different research types and methods unravel a series of dissimilar sub-problems, which together build the whole research topic or research job.
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	Applied   Research
	Fundamental Research

	§   Tries to eliminate the theory by adding to the basics of a discipline
§   Problems are analysed from the point of one discipline
§   Generalisations are preferred
§   Forecasting approach is implemented
§   Assumes that other variables do not change
§   Reports are compiled in a language of technical language of discipline
	§   Aims to solve a problem by adding to the field of application of a discipline
§   Often several disciplines work together for solving the problem
§   Often researches individual cases without the aim to generalise
§   Aims to say how things can be changed
§   Acknowledges that other variables are constant by changing
§   Reports are compiled in a common language


(Types of Research - Research Methodology,
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This article is the most difficult one to me in the portfolio 7001. The topic is classification of research, but Saunders' book makes it difficult to distinguish between classification of research and classification of research methods. When I searched relevant materials on the Internet, I found that the classification of research was also very unclear. Some articles even took exploratory research and ethnographic research as parallel classification, which made me very confused. After some reflection, I thought that since I was not satisfied with what I found, I would classify the research by myself. As far as my personal background is concerned, I like to sort the data first and then do the research. In this way I can feel a clear frame in my mind. And when it comes to the design of the research, it's just a matter of putting the research into categories according to the characteristics of it.
As for the research design, I always believe that the best design only exists in the early period of the research. In the course of the research, researchers can only confirm that the research is generally executed according to the design. Because there will always be unexpected factors, which may be external or the limitations of the researchers themselves, such as personal ability or cultural differences. However, it is very important to do a good research design to help researchers prepare materials and build up their confidence in the research.
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Ideal research is a process of pursuing truth, goodness and beauty. However, due to various conflicts and contradictions between science and social reality, this ideal state does not actually exist in reality. So research ethics has been introduced into this field, which can constrains research behavior, facilitates the application of research to technological development and theoretical discovery. Meanwhile it benefits human interests and ensures the sustainable and harmonious development of human society.
Research ethics is about the planning, conduct, and reporting of research, and the moral code that guides how researchers conduct their work(CITYU, 2019)，all researchers should abide by any rules applicable in research. On the basis of autonomy, most research ethics codes elaborate research ethics according to the following four ethical principles: the principle of respect for the individual, the principle of good and benefit, the principle of no harm and the principle of justices(Beauchamp & Childress, 1994). At the beginning of research design stage, researchers should consider the following questions: which choice will have a positive impact on knowledge and society, which one should be avoided, which one will not be rejected by the censorship, and which choice is the most responsible and the fairest(Resnik, 2015).
In other words, the ethical and moral issues in the research are actually a choice between the interests of individuals and the interests of all mankind. For example, informed consent is an important part of respecting others ethical principles. Participants have the right to know the aim of the research, the content and process of it and the risks they may face. More importantly, they can choose whether to participate voluntarily, without any coercion. In addition, they are able to receive timely and adequate compensation when they suffer some degree of injury in the research, even if they want to join the study themselves. Unfortunately, whether they can obtain this right depends on researchers can abide by the research ethics or not. Ethics is not law, more like an informal agreement. Therefore, it is possible for the behavior of researchers to be unethical and immoral, but not illegal, which sometimes makes it hard to draw the line between correct and wrong. Researchers unavoidably express different attitudes and views on morality and ethics with their standards and life experience, because of this spontaneity. In particular, they overestimate their ability to identify and respond to moral issues, creating an environment of vague standards or rules for their own unethical behavior.
To avoid misconduct by researchers, ethical codes of various research methods, international ethical conventions, national laws, institutional policies, community or tribal research conventions have been formulated. For example, the World Medical Association's Helsingk Declaration and the Nuremberg Code have become the basic standards for regulating the ethics of human experiments. At the same time, governments and regulators at all levels will review research applications received to determine the harm and feasibility of such researches.
It is emphasized that the ethical intervention in the research is not to make the two more antagonistic, but to emphasize the researchers' internal constraints and positioning of certain ethical standards. To limit some natural impulses of researchers in the research process, internalize academic norms and social ethical norms into action norms, and guide their research.
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There is a saying that ethics will hinder the development of science, but ethics itself is a neutral word, and can regulate social behavior and maintain social order. Just think about what I would like to be treated if I were the subject of a research. The role of ethics in research is obvious.
One problem is that even though I have consciously avoided moral error in the course of my research, it can still happen. Is there an early warning system at this time?
Can I overcome my guilt or what can I do to remedy this situation? Is this the price I can pay?
[bookmark: _Toc6668238][bookmark: _Toc6668359]How to balance between research and ethics? When they conflict, which side should I take, and to what extent?[image: C:\Users\lenovo\Desktop\合.jpg]
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Table 6.3 Ethical principles and the ethical rationale for and development of each principle

Ethica principle

Ethical rationale forand dovelopment o this principle

Itegrity and objectiviy
of the researcher

The qualty of research depends n part on the integrity and objectivity of
the researcher.This means acing openiy, being truthful and promating
accuracy. Conversely 1 lso means avoiding deception, iehonesty.
misteprasentation (of data and fndings etc), partialy, reckless
Commitments or disingenuous promises. Where 3ppropriate, any confict
of nteret o commercial ssocition should be decired

Respect for others

‘A researcher' poiton s based on the development o rst and respect
The condut of research entais socil responsiilty and obigations o those
who paricipata i o are affected by . Th rightsof 3l persons should be
recogised and ther dignity respecied

Avoidance of harm
(nonmaleficence)

Ay harm 0 particpants must be avoded. Harm may occr though riks o
‘emotional wellbeing, menta o physcl health, or sodal o group cohesion.
tmay take a numberof forms incuding embarrasment, stress, dicomort,
pain o confict. ft may be caused by using 3 research method n an inrusive
o eslous way that nvolves mental or soal pressrs caing sty or
stres. i may ako be caused by vilatng asurances about confidentialy and
nonymity, or through harassment or icimination





image17.PNG
Ethical pinciple

Ethical rationale for and development o this principle

Privacy of those
taking part

Privacy is a ey princpl thatlinks o or underpins several other
princples considered here. Respect forathers, the avoidance of harm,

the voluntary nature of particpation,informed consen, ensuring
confidentiaity and maintaining anonymity responsiily in the anayss of
data and reportng of indings, and compllance i the management of data
are i linked o or motivated by the principle of ensuring the privacy of
those taking part

Voluntary nature of
partidpation and right
Lo withdraw

The right not to partcpate in a research project s unchallengeable.
This s accompanied by the right ot 1o be harassed 1o partcpate.

18 also unacceptable to atiempt o extend the scope of partcpation
beyond tha freey given. Those taking part continue o xercise the right
10 determine how they wil partcpate i the data collection process,
Including rights: ot to answer any question, o set of questions no to
provide any data equested: to modlty the nature of their consen to
Withcraw from partcpation and possibly o withdraw data they have
provided

Informed coment of
those aking part

‘The princple of informed consent nvolves researchers providing suficent
fomation and asurances about aking part 10 allow individuals to
understand the implications of partcpation and to reach a ully informed,
considered and freey gven desion about whether or ot to o 50, without
he exercis of any pressure or coercon. This eads 1 the righ of those
1aking part 1o xpect the fesearcher o abide b the extent of he consent
Given and not 1 find that the researcher wihes o prolong the duration of
3 interview or observation, of to widen the cope of th research without
st seeking and abtaining permision, o to commitany sbsequent breach
of the consent given

Ensuring confidentilty.
of data and
maintenance of
anonymity of those
taking part

Research s designed 10 answer ‘who', What', ‘when', where’, Tow and
why”questions, not 1 focus on those wh provide he data 1o answer.
these. Individuats and crganisations should threfore remain anonymous
and the data they provide should be processed to make t non-attrbutabe,
nlessthere s an explict agreement 10 atribute comments. Harm may
esult from unauthorised ttibution o dentification Relabilty of data s
ko kel to be enhanced where confdentiait and snonymity are assured.
This prncipe eads 10 the righ to expect asurances 3bout anonymity and
confidentiaty to be observed strictly

Responsibily n the
analyssof data and
reporting of findings

Assurances about privacy, anonymity and confidentiaty st be upheld
when analysing and reporting data. Primary data should not be made up
or altered and fesuts should not be alsied. Findings should be eported
fullyand accuratel, ispective of whether they contradict expected
outcomes. The same conditions apply 1o secondary data, th source or
Sources of which should also be iearly acknowledged. Analyses and the
terpretations that follow from these should be checked carefuly nd
corrections made 1o ensure the accuracy of the researchreport and any
other outcome.
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Ethical princple

Ethical rationale for and development of this principle

Complance n the
management of data

Research i Iikely o involvethe calection of personal data. Mary
overnments have passed legislaion 1 regulate he processing of personal
data, There s therefore a statutory requirement to omply with such
legisation. Inthe European Union, European Direcive SYAGICE has led
member states o passdata protecion legislaton. Other laws may exist

I particular countris relating o the processing, security and possible
sharing of data. t wil theefore be essential for researchers to understand
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Table 2.6 Five questions to help critical reading and noting

Question

Comment

1 Why am | reading this?

2 Whatls the author (or are the authors)
trying to do In writing this?

3 Whatls the author (or are the authors)
saying that Is relevant to my research topic?

4 To what extent am | convinced by what I
being said and why?

5 What use can | make of what | have read in
my research project?

“This question will help you focus on the reason
or reasons you are reading the item, rather being.
sidetracked by the author's agenda.

‘Your answer to this question will help you to
decide how useful the materal that you are
reading may be for your research project.

Your answer to this question will give you the
focus of your summarising notes.

Your answer to this question will help you make
notes that compare and contrast what you are
reading with the other items you have already
read.

This question forces you to think about how
you will wite about what you have read in your
Iiterature review.
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