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POBLACHT NA H EIREANN 
The provisional government of the Irish republic to the people of Ireland 
 
The document is a political declaration printed in 1916 on the 23 April by a group calling themselves the Provisional Government of the Republic of Ireland. It had to be, and was, a stealth operation.[footnoteRef:1] It was read out on the steps of the General Post Office in Dublin which at this time was the capital city of the British Crown Dependent of Ireland. An approximated 2.500 copies were printed.[footnoteRef:2] The following day, April 24, A natural orator by the name of Patrick Pearce, read this proclamation out loud on the steps of the General Post office.[footnoteRef:3] At the time Ireland was ruled from London by the British Government and had no independent government of its own. The heading, written first in Irish and then English is a call to arms. Britain is in the middle of World War one.[footnoteRef:4] Many Irish men had signed up to fight alongside the rest of the British Commonwealth. Conscription happened in the UK but not Ireland1 because of the uprising resulting from this declaration. [image: A picture containing text, newspaper, sign

Description automatically generated]  [1:  ‘The Proclamation of the Irish Republic’, National Museum of Ireland <https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Collections-Research/Collection/Resilience/Artefact/Test-3/fb71e3dc-2e95-4406-bc46-87d8d6b0ae5d> [accessed 20 March 2022].]  [2:  ‘The Proclamation of the Irish Republic’.]  [3:  Conor Kostik and Lorcan Collins, THE EASTER RISING. A Guide to Dublin in 1916 (Dublin: THE O’BRIAN PRESS DUBLIN, 2009).]  [4:  Leaders and Men of the Easter Rising: Dublin 1916, ed. by F.X Martin (London: METHUEN & CO LTD, 1967).] 

The document is approximately 1516 words, and this include the signatories.[footnoteRef:5] The proclamation was printed in The Dublin Socialist Society building. These were distributed to supporters and handed out in the streets of the city to garner support for their cause.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  ‘Proclamation of Independence’ <https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/bfa965-proclamation-of-independence/#> [accessed 28 January 2022].]  [6:  ‘The Proclamation of the Irish Republic’.] 

Brady, Molloy and Ó Briain were the printers.[footnoteRef:7] The document was not a polished organised piece of work. The equipment was inadequate for the job and the printing was done in two halves so they could reuse the typeface. They used an o instead of a c and used a piece of wax to make an ‘F’ into an E.[footnoteRef:8]  It is printed on paper so was not meant to last. The declaration is said to be inspired by the American declaration of independence 1776.[footnoteRef:9] It is easy to see the connection. The American declaration is said to be based on the Arbroath declaration. April 6th 1320[footnoteRef:10] the Arbroath document was to seek help from the pope to keep Scotland from English rule. The American declaration was to keep America from British rule.[footnoteRef:11] [7:  ‘The Proclamation of the Irish Republic’.]  [8:  ‘The 1916 Proclamation’, The Irish Times <https://www.irishtimes.com/1916/the-1916-proclamation> [accessed 20 March 2022].]  [9:  https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
]  [10:  NRS_DoA_English_booklet_700_Spreads_WEB.pdf (nrscotland.gov.uk)]  [11:  Barry Roche, ‘Proclamation “Superior” to US Declaration of Independence’, The Irish Times <https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/heritage/proclamation-superior-to-us-declaration-of-independence-1.2633740> [accessed 28 January 2022].] 

The document states that the Irish Brotherhood are claiming an Irish republic and presents a call to bring together the people of Ireland to claim their independence from Britain. The reading of the proclamation was the start of what is now known as the Easter Rising. 
 
This declaration was not the first to garner support for the idea of Irish nationhood. It was based on one by Robert Emmet (1778-1803). Patrick Pearse who read the proclamation on the steps of the General Post Office in 1916 said “Emmet’s attempt was not a failure but a triumph for that deathless thing we call Irish Nationality”.3 

The rising was not a universal movement. Most of Dublin, where the document was read out, were not listening to the few rebels. Dublin was a sophisticated city of arts and theatre.[footnoteRef:12] There were about 1,250 people, men woman and boys, who were involved in the uprising.[footnoteRef:13] Patrick Pearse had intimated that this was a suicide mission.[footnoteRef:14] The men divided themselves around the city to hold key positions. It is interesting to note that they did not try to take the castle which was the headquarters for British administration in Ireland.[footnoteRef:15] [12:  historylearningsite.co.uk. The History Learning Site, 25 Mar 2015. 1 Feb 2022. 
]  [13:  historylearningsite.co.uk. The History Learning Site, 25 Mar 2015. 1 Feb 2022. 
]  [14:  historylearningsite.co.uk. The History Learning Site, 25 Mar 2015. 1 Feb 2022. 
]  [15:  historylearningsite.co.uk. The History Learning Site, 25 Mar 2015. 1 Feb 2022. 
] 


The top paragraph of the document after the declaration of the Irish Republic, states Ireland and her people as ‘her’ eight times and ‘she’ twice.  Towards the bottom of the document, it mentions “the suffrages of all her men and woman”. The term suffrage can mean to pray a short prayer of intersession, or to vote.[footnoteRef:16] We have already stated that Dublin was a cultured city, and they would have been aware of the suffragette movement. This was started in 1897 by Millicent Fawcett. Women in Britain were willing to fight and go to prison and even die for the cause. “Votes for women” was a rally cry at the time. Women in Ireland were also a willing part of the cause for independence. Is this the reason for the mention of Ireland as feminine so many times in the first paragraph? Or could it be that Ireland as a female needed protection?  [16:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/suffrage] 

The middle part of the document is where you can see the resemblance to the American independence document.  
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. --That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,”[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Declaration of Independence: A Transcription | National Archives
] 

The wording in the Irish republic document is of a similar vein though inserts ‘Irish people’ and ‘Irish men’ and ‘Irish woman.’ The need to emphasize the Irish and Ireland is, it would seem, very important. It is mentioned twenty times in the declaration.
As mentioned, Dublin was a cosmopolitan city. The people who signed the declaration would have been aware of world affairs and been bolstered that they were not alone in the struggles for recognition. In the second paragraph it mentions, “by gallant allies in Europe.” Roger Casement had organised for the rebels to receive an arms shipment from Germany. It was supposed to reach the rebels for the Easter Rising but the British were bearing down on the German weapons and ammunition so the captain scuttled the ship on 21st of April so it would not fall into enemy, the British, hands.[footnoteRef:18] In the fourth paragraph the proclamation mentions “cherishing all the children of the nation equally” and “an alien government which have divided a minority from the majority”. This is referring to the apartheid approach of the very poor treatment of Catholics as opposed to their Protestant neighbours. The Catholic church was opposed to any secret organisation. The diocese of Dublin every year in the Lenten[footnoteRef:19] quoted this paragraph, [18:  Kostik and Collins. P31]  [19:  ‘Lent 2022 | Archdiocese of Dublin’ <https://dublindiocese.ie/lent-2022/> [accessed 30 March 2022].] 


“As secret societies are seriously detrimental to public order, as well as to the interest of religion, successive sovereign pontiff’s pronounced sentence of excommunication not only against the members, but also against all who in any way promote the intense interests of those unholy organisations hence Catholics becoming Freemasons, Fenians, Ribbon men, or members of any similar secret society, or taking part in the meetings or otherwise encouraging them incur the censures of the church.”[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Martin.] 


There was a real fear that joining the Irish Republican Brotherhood could get you excommunicated. There were individual priests who were sympathetic to the IRB and the war was changing attitudes to the recruitment drive.[footnoteRef:21] The rebels started to get the support from the church after an incident in Liverpool, England. In November some Irish emigrants were attacked in the street by the English for being shirkers from the war effort. Bishop O’Dwyer was the only prominent Irish man to protest, and he wrote a letter to the press. [21:  Martin.] 


“The treatment which the poor Irish emigrant lads have received in Liverpool is enough to make my any Irish man’s blood boil with anger and indignation… The crime is that they are not ready to die for England. Why should they? What have they or their forbears ever got from England they should die for her… this war may be just or unjust, but any fair-minded man will admit that it is England’s war not Ireland’s. When it is over if England wins, she will hold a dominant power in this world, and her manufacturers and her commerce will increase by leaps and bounds. Win or lose Ireland will go on in our old round of misgovernment, intensified by grinding poverty which will make life intolerable.[footnoteRef:22]” [22:  Martin.] 


The nationalists were happy to be able to quote a bishop as being on their side. Bishop O’Dwyer’s article was posted outside Catholic churches.[footnoteRef:23] This statement would have brought a sense of peace to the men who took part in the declaration as God was now on their side. In the last paragraph the urgency of the moment is emphasised. [23:  Martin.] 


“In this supreme hour the Irish nation must by its valour and discipline and by the 		readiness of its children to sacrifice themselves for the common good. Prove itself 	worthy of the august destiny to which it is called.”[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Martin.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk99313630][bookmark: _Hlk99313641]The signatories and the followers were aware of the sacrifice they would be making. They had committed treason in a time of war and would be killed for the crime. They knew this and it was a “sacrifice” they were willing to make. History has shown that they were made martyrs. With the declaration they had hoped to unite the Irish population. In their death they succeeded.[footnoteRef:25] Many people took part in the rising but only seven signed the declaration. They were in order, Thomas J Clark. Sean Mac Diarmada. Thomas MacDonagh. P H Pearse. Ěamonn Ceannt. James Connolly. And Joseph Plunkett. [25:  The Irish Times, ‘The People of the 1916 Easter Rising’, The Irish Times <https://www.irishtimes.com/1916/people-of-the-1916-rising> [accessed 21 March 2022].] 


The first to put their name to the declaration for the Irish Republic was Thomas J. Clark. Clark. As a young man Clark emigrated to America where he became involved with Clan na Gail. He moved to Dublin, Ireland in 1907 where he joined the IRB. He was at the GPO during the rising and did not want to surrender. He was executed by firing squad on the 3rd of May 1916 for his part in the rising. He was 59 years old[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Fergus, ‘The 1916 Easter Rising: The Seven Signatories of the Proclamation of Independence’, The Irish Place, 2016 <https://www.theirishplace.com/heritage/the-1916-easter-rising-the-seven-signatories-of-the-proclamation-of-independence/> [accessed 20 March 2022].] 


[bookmark: _Hlk99364151]Seán Mac Diarmada was born in county Leitrim in 1884. He moved to Glasgow when he was aged 17. [footnoteRef:27]  He moved back to Ireland and by 1908 had settled in Dublin and joined the IRB.[footnoteRef:28]  Mac Diarmada managed the IRB newspaper called the Irish Freedom.[footnoteRef:29] He was a founding member of the Irish volunteers. He was stationed in the GPO during the rising. He was executed by firing squad on the 12th of May 2016.[footnoteRef:30] [27:  Kostik and Collins.]  [28:  Fergus.]  [29: Fergus.]  [30:  Fergus.] 


Thomas MacDonagh was born in County Tipperary in 1878. He was active in several organisations including ‘The Irish Women’s League’ and the ‘Gaelic League’.  While in the latter he met Pádraig Pearse. [footnoteRef:31] MacDonagh was a lecturer at university college Dublin and an editor of the Irish Review. In 1913 MacDonagh joined the Irish Volunteers.[footnoteRef:32] It is thought that MacDonagh helped to word the document of the easter rising. He was stationed at the Jacobs biscuit factory during the rising. He was executed on the 3rd of May 1916. [31:  Kostik and Collins.]  [32:  Fergus.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk99378937][bookmark: _Hlk99366128]Pádraig Pearse was born in Dublin in 1879. Pearse was educated with the Christian Brothers and continued onto the Royal university where he studied Law and Arts [footnoteRef:33] He joined the IRB in 1912. Pearse had an interest in the Irish language and joined the Gaelic League and became the editor of its paper, An Claidheamh Soluis. Pearse joined the Irish volunteers in 1913 and became the director.[footnoteRef:34] Pearse was stationed in the GPO during the rising. It is said that Pearse was the main author of the proclamation.[footnoteRef:35] It was Pearse who gave the order for the unconditional surrender in the name of the Irish Volunteers.  Pearse was executed by firing squad on the 3rd of May 1916. [33:  Kostik and Collins.]  [34:  .Fergus.]  [35:  Fergus.] 


Edward Thomas Kent was born in Galway in 1881. He was in favour of the revival of the Irish language and took the Irish form of his name, Éamonn Ceannt. He was educated by the Christian Brothers and the University College Dublin. Ceannt joined the Gaelic league in 1900 where he met Pádraig Pearse. In 1908 he joined Sinn Féin and was also a member of the IRB. Ceannt took the position in the South Dublin Union during the rising.[footnoteRef:36] Ceannt was said to have been stoic during the uprising and remained calm until the surrender. He was executed by firing squad on the 8th May 1916 [36:  Fergus.] 


James Connolly was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1868.4 By age fourteen he had joined the British army. He served for seven years.[footnoteRef:37] He served mostly in Ireland and did not like the way that landlords were treating the tenants. He married and went back to Edinburgh to try and make a living for his family. He joined the Scottish Socialist Federation and became a follower of Keir Hardie. who, it would seem, was the inspiration for this document. Hardie was a socialist and the founder of the labour party. Connolly took his family to live in Dublin in Ireland. He founded the Irish socialist republican society in 1896 and created the newspaper The Workers Republic. Connolly was instrumental in calling for the rising while the Great War was on. He had secret meetings with the IRB and was given the role in the Dublin division of Commandant-General. He was mortally wounded while stationed at the GPO and was carried on a stretcher to be sat on a chair for execution by firing squad on 8th May 1916.[footnoteRef:38] [37:  Kostik and Collins.]  [38:  The Irish Times.] 


Joseph Mary Plunkett was born in Dublin in 1887.[footnoteRef:39] He was from a comfortable background and educated in Stonehurst, England and the University College Dublin.  Plunkett was in Germany with Roger Casement trying to get support from Germany for the uprising. Plunkett had retained his friendship with Thomas MacDonagh and together they started the newspaper, The Irish Review.[footnoteRef:40] Plunkett joined the Irish Volunteers in 1913 and was part of the IRB and was on their council. Plunkett had Glandular tuberculosis and was operated on just days before the rebellion.[footnoteRef:41] In spite of his illness he mustered the strength to take his place in the GPO during the rising. Plunkett was executed by firing squad on the 4th of May 1916.[footnoteRef:42] [39:  Fergus.]  [40:  Fergus.]  [41:  Kostik and Collins.]  [42:  The Irish Times.] 


There were many people involved in the organising and support of the Easter rising. We should not read anything into the fact that there were only seven signatories. The copy in the Dublin Museum[footnoteRef:43] also has the signatures of the printers written in hand on the front.[footnoteRef:44] The signatories were not uneducated. They were generally of a poetical nature. They did not get to see the result of their rebellion. We are still in the reverberations of it over one hundred years later. Can they rest in peace that they achieved their aim? [43:  ‘The Proclamation of the Irish Republic’.]  [44:  John Darby, ‘Conflict in Northern Ireland: A Background Essay’, in Facets of the Conflict in Northern Ireland, ed. by Seamus Dunn (Basingstoke: Macmillan press LTD, 1995) <https://cain.ulster.ac.uk/othelem/facets.htm>.] 
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 [footnoteRef:45] https://lawaspect.com/is-british-labour-still-a-socialist-party/ [45:  Fergus.] 
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