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In this report, I will be stating the key crime prevention theories and how they may be applied in a variety of different scenarios. I will be going in depth on both successful and unsuccessful theories, comparing how some theories may work in a certain scenario but fail to work as well in another scenario. I will also be researching which crime prevention theory has a higher success rate and any reasoning for this.
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Over recent years, there have been numerous amounts of crime prevention theories which have been tried and certain theories have proven to be more successful than others. The usual crime prevention theory is to try and figure out the issue and proceed to try and work with the issue and fix the problem to stop it happening again. However, this has proved to not always be successful which is why there have been a large number of methods created in order to try and combat crime. One of the more popular crime prevention methods is called situational crime prevention. S. Geason and P R. Wilson (2021) state that situational crime prevention is a very good method of crime prevention as it aims to make the cost of the crimes much greater than the benefit of doing the crime and by doing this, means that the crime would not be worth committing in the first place.
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Situational crime prevention is a method of crime prevention which aims to minimise the reward in committing an offence and make the penalty for those committing the crime significantly worse to increase the risk, so the criminal decides that the crime is not worth committing. Situational crime prevention is one key crime prevention method, The College of Policing (2022) believe it is based on two related theories. The first being rational choice theory by Felson and Clarke 1998, and the second being the routines activities theory by Cohen and Felson 1979. In the past this has proven to be extremely beneficial, as if a motivated offender has spotted a potential target such as a desire to break into and steal possessions from a car, but there are little to no possessions in view inside the car, then there is a much higher chance that the motivated offender would decide against committing the crime as the risk would be far greater than the potential reward.
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Criminology Web (2022) states that in this theory, the idea is crime resolves and occurs based on everyday behaviour. It believes that crime isn’t something which requires a lot of thinking and planning but instead occurs when three main elements have been fulfilled. The first element is a motivated offender, the second being a suitable target and the final being the absence of capable guardians. Unlike most theories this doesn’t necessarily focus on the offender as in this theory, they already believe that there will be a motivated offender. However, this theory focuses a lot more on the victim and more of a victimology side of things. There are a few main factors which decide whether someone is considered a desired victim. These are the value of the target or item, the mobility of the item, the visibility and likelihood of getting caught and finally how accessible the desired item or target is. The final element required is the absence of a capable guardian. A capable guardian however can be a variety of different people and even buildings such as if there was an unoccupied house, there would be absence of a capable guardian. However, if the targeted house was located right next to a police station or occupied neighbours house, then it would still be in view of a capable guardian which would eliminate this factor (B E. Turvey and J. Freeman, 2014). So overall, this theory believes that crime is not something out of the ordinary, it is something which happens on a daily basis because by everyone living their daily lives, it creates time for any motivated offender to commit a crime. One example of this is the Sonya Farak drug tampering case of 2013. In this case, Sonya Farak was accused, charged and found guilty of tampering with drugs and evidence. Cohen and Felson 1979 theory can be applied to this case because there was a motivated offender, a suitable target and absence of a capable guardian. By applying this theory to this case, we can understand how a law-abiding citizen who is living a normal day to day life can commit a large number of crimes and continue to remain undetected for a long period of time. (Nicola. A and Shoenberger, 2021)
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The Police Research Group (1998) states that this theory focuses on the perspective of the offender’s decision making. They also state that the main assumption of this theory is that offending is purposive behaviour, leading to a benefit for the offender. This theory believes that if the offender has less time to think about the crime which is being committed, such as how they are going to commit the crime, what the benefits could be and what the punishment could be, then it is likely that the motivated offender would not commit the crime as they do not have enough information to make a clear decision whether the crime being committed could be worth the potential punishment. The overall purpose of this theory is to make the offender think about the situation which they will be in, and not allow them information which they could use to consider whether the crime they are thinking about will be worth it, what is the chance of them being caught or what is the potential punishment if they were caught and found guilty of the charge.
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According to the College of Policing (2022) Cornish and Clarke [2003] have produced 25 different techniques of situational crime prevention, which is now currently split into 5 specific groups. These groups are:
· Increasing the effort
· Increasing the risk
· Reducing the rewards
· Reducing provocations
· Removing excuses
These techniques are all factors which dependant on the scenario, will occur in a crime. The College of Policing (2022) states that interventions relating to neighbourhood crime would fall under the increasing the effort and increasing the risk categories. If a crime were to take place in a more desolate and remote location however, it would be best to reduce the number of rewards on display, and also reduce the provocations as the effort required and the risk would not be any higher due to the location of where the crime would be taking place.
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DesignForSecurity (2022) states that crime prevention through environmental design is a theory based on the tactical design of something, and the effective use of the built environment. It also states that the main aim for crime prevention through environmental design is to reduce and remove the opportunities for crime to occur minimalizing the possibility for a motivated offender to commit a crime. We are also told that there are three physical ways in which the environment can be organised to reduce and prevent the opportunity for crime. These three ways are natural, organised, and mechanical. Each of these are a type of solution which can be used in order to prevent crime. For example, the natural method are ways which are naturally included into a lifestyle, such as basic security and influencing how places are being used. The second is organised which is similar to the first, except more restrictions are in place. This could be things like security or police patrols. Lastly, the final one is mechanical. This would be anything which could help reduce and prevent any crimes from happening which doesn’t require human resources such as locks, lighting, or CCTV. All of these are extremely beneficial methods of reducing crime such as the UK Parliament (2002) states that crime in CCTV areas have dropped by a massive 35% since they have been installed, and motor crime has risen by 10% in areas which lack lighting and CCTV. This has proven to be a crucial method of crime prevention and reduction in recent years as ProluxSecurity (2022) states that car parks which have CCTV have seen over a 50% decrease in overall criminal activity. They also state that cameras on public transport have reduced crime by 23% over 2021 and will continue to reduce crime with the addition of more cameras being set up in a wider variety of locations.
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Overall, I believe that every method and theory which has been mentioned has been very successful over recent years. I believe that the routines activities theory by Cohen and Felson 1979 has proven to be right when applied to a large number of different cases however I feel that this theory is only successful in certain cases, it will not work in every single case. I do feel however, that crime prevention through environmental design is a very successful way of reducing and preventing crime as statistics show that when applying these methods to different areas around the world, they have proven to be successful in reducing crime rates. Following this, every single theory and method which has been discussed has proven to be very successful in its own way, as every crime scenario will be different and dependant on the scenario will likely decide which theory or method will be used or more successful.
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