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During this module, you should:

· Make good use of the University facilities and resources;

· Attend, prepare, and participate in sessions;

· Be self-directed and an independent learner;

· Manage your time and work to meet assignment deadlines.


It is your responsibility to read the University Regulations for Students, especially for regulations relating to assignments. These are available on the UWTSD Hwb.

All written assignments, apart from examination papers must be submitted electronically via TURNITIN.
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Module Aims and Outcomes
This module has been designed to engage participants in developing a critical understanding of steps to write a literature review within the field of education.

AIMS

· To develop the higher-level critical and analytical skills required to build arguments within a literature review. 
· To critically evaluate existing literature related to a research study and identify gap(s) in this literature. 
· To compose a literature review that has argument, criticality, and clarity focusing on a specific research area.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· Demonstrate and articulate clarity of argument and criticality appropriate to educational research.
· Critically evaluate literature from a variety of sources using higher-order skills to develop arguments and identify research gap(s) in support of specified research topics. 

· Compose a literature review incorporating critical argument to support specified research topics.
 (
4
)
Session Details

	Sessions
	Indicative Content
(subject to change based on student needs and progression)

	Session 1

06/01/2026

Tue: 09:00-12:00

FF008
	Focus: introduction to a literature review

1. Introduce the module expectations and assessment information.

2. Build on your work for 2 completed modules in term 1, identify an appropriate area of interest for your educational research. Begin to identify suitable research questions in light of the background literature.

3. Find at least one relevant research paper with you that relates to your area of interest.

During the session and throughout the module: find relevant literature, build your own library, and develop your academic writing.

Key questions: what, why, why now, where, how? (e.g. what is a literature review? what is the purpose of a critical literature review? why do you need a critical literature review? where to find literature? how do we write a critique?)

During the module, we will:

· Begin to identify and share suitable research areas (what)
· Ask how to begin to find research papers in your field of interest (what) 
· Begin to use literature to scope the field (why, why now)
· Ask why being critical of educational literature/policy/practice matters (why and how)
· Begin to use the literature to identify gaps in knowledge (this could be local to your setting/subject or more widespread) and begin to consider possible research questions (what)


	Follow-up task

Complete before Session 2:

Please use our reading list to write a 100-word summary of the purpose and nature of a critical literature review.

Consider the critical review you wish to carry out, how it relates to your own research question(s), and your rationale for the design of your literature review.
	Suggested resources

Biggam, J. (2021) Succeeding with your master's dissertation: a step-by-step handbook London: Open University Press, McGraw Hill.

Biggam, J. (2011) Succeeding with your master's dissertation: a step-by-step handbook. 2nd edn. Maidenhead: McGraw Hill/Open University Press.



	Session 2

13/01/2026

Tue: 09:00-12:00

FF008
	Focus: how to review your literature

· Revisit what is a critical literature review in education and what is its purpose?
· How is your critical literature review related to the RQs?
· Sharing examples and identifying common features 
· Understanding coherence, structure, referencing, and organization of your critical literature review

In discussion, we will consider the critical review you wish to carry out to respond to your own research question(s), and the rationale for this.

· Consider your area of interest. 
· Map out a short introduction to the Critical Literature Review and number and plan the subsequent sections.
· What are the key definitions? What literature will you be using to define these terms.
· Consider the debates/ideas/concepts that you need to highlight.
· Consider what are the themes in the claims made across a range of papers and policy documents that emerge from reading the literature.
· Consider your research questions and how the background literature is related to these.
· Begin to collate background reading and make critical notes on at least two key papers for your area of interest.


	Follow-up task

Complete before Session 3:

Write a 100-word summary of what you plan to research, review and why. 

Prepare a brief summary of your area of interest. Explain why this area is of interest to you and your work as an educational practitioner and identify some key reading that you will critique to provide your evidence a comprehensive discussion of the evidence base. Give an example of the nature of some of the literature you will be critiquing, begin to outline the nature of the gap in the literature your research will fill and explain how the literature you will critique, set out and review is related to your RQs. 

	Suggested reading

Machi, L.A. (2022) The literature review: six steps to success. Thousand Oaks, California: Corwin.

Wallace, M. and Wray, A. (2021) Critical reading and writing for postgraduates. London: Sage.

Lambert, M. (2021) Top Tips on Writing a Literature Review for Your Education Research Project. Available from: https://www.academia.edu/5195702/Top_Tips_on_Writing_a_Literature_Review_for_Your_Education_Research_Project



	Session 3

20/01/2026

Tue: 09:00-12:00

FF008
	Focus: how to critique literature

Present your summary of your research interest to the rest of the group: 

· What literature are you going to review that may help you respond to your research interest and questions? 

Be prepared to explain to your colleagues:

· What make successful critique?

In discussion, we will consider: 

-Is it important to explain your position and context in the research?
-Is it important to explain the nature of the literature you are using? 
-Is it important to be aware of or highlight concepts and debates in education?
-Is it important to describe or to critically analyse?
-Is it important to synthesise ideas and/or identify themes in the claims from the literature?
-Is it important to define key terms?
-Why?

During the session:

Locate 2 suitable materials for your area of research, begin to critique them closely and use tools or forms to make critical analysis notes.


	Follow-up task

Complete before Session 4:

Write a 200-word summary of what 2 pieces of research you have read and a 100-word critique.

	Suggested reading

Winchester, C.L. and Salji, M. (2016) 'Writing a literature review', Journal of Clinical Urology, 9(5), pp. 308-312 Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/2051415816650133.

Lambert, M. (2021) Top Tips on Writing a Literature Review for Your Education Research Project. Available from: https://www.academia.edu/5195702/Top_Tips_on_Writing_a_Literature_Review_for_Your_Education_Research_Project

3 peer-reviewed journal articles around your interest that you located.


	Session 4

27/01/2026

Tue: 
09:00-12:00 

FF005
	Focus: prepare for Assessment 1

During the session:

· Outline the first three sources you have chosen to review and justify why and how the debates/ideas/concepts in these sources relate to your research questions.

· Locate further suitable material for your area of research and begin to read it and make critical analysis notes etc.

· Prepare for your submission of Assessment 1: Plan and justify (submit date: 28/01/2026); resolve any issues involved in completing your draft.

Reminder notes: Component 1 – 10% (750-word equivalent)

Plan. Start to develop a plan for your literature review. Select an issue in education that you wish to explore. Consider why the issue is important to you as an educational practitioner and/or the educational community. Begin searching relevant literature and identifying key themes and debates that will guide your review. Consider the scope of literature you will cover, including seminal works and recent studies relevant to your topic area. Your plan should also detail the criteria for selecting sources and the organizational framework you will use to synthesize findings. Keep in mind of what you aim to find out and try to establish the gap in the literature your research will try to fill.

Justify. Start to articulate the justification for your literature review and make a case for your specific research questions. Explain the significance/rationale of your review within the context of your research. Discuss how your literature review addresses existing gaps in the literature and contributes to ongoing scholarly conversations in your area of interest. You may wish to critically highlight the conceptual underpinnings of your research project. You may also wish to give attention to key definitions or debates in the literature for the section chosen. End with a brief summary and a reference list (Do remember to reference in Harvard style throughout).


	Follow-up task

Complete before Session 5:

Refine your draft for assessment 1 before submission.

Please proofread carefully and use Turnitin draft submission site to eliminate any academic integrity issues before final submission.

	Suggested reading

Winchester, C.L. and Salji, M. (2016) 'Writing a literature review', Journal of Clinical Urology, 9(5), pp. 308-312 Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/2051415816650133.

Oliver, P. (2012) Succeeding with your literature review: a handbook for students. Maidenhead: Open University Press.

5 peer-reviewed journal articles around your interest.


	Session 5

03/02/2026

Tue: 09:00-12:00

FF005

	Focus: how to write your own review and critique

Reflect on your assessment 1 and plan further for your assessment 2. 

Read further educational papers and texts widely to get ‘under the skin’ of your area and to see how experienced writers write a critical literature review and provide the evidence base for their subsequent research so you can do the same. 

During the session:

Reflect on your assessment 1 and identify an area or two where you want to seek advice and comments.

Raise and resolve any issues involved in your next steps of writing a critical literature review.

Individual tutorials:

30-min each bookable


	Follow-up tasks

Complete before Session 6:

Reflect on ‘what went well’ and ‘even better if’. Use your reflection to plan for your 9 min literature review video presentation. 

	Suggested resources

Machi, L.A. (2022) The literature review: six steps to success. Thousand Oaks, California: Corwin.

8 peer-reviewed journal articles around your interest.



	Session 6

10/02/2026

Tue: 09:00-12:00 

FF005
	Focus: prepare for assessment 2

Based on your reading notes and reflection, use the suggested structure to create your own structured template slides using PowerPoint or Canva. 

Present your review of a piece of key literature to the class, engage with peer feedback, and identify areas for improvement.

Reminder notes: 
· Introduction
· How are you positioned in your research? What is your context?
· What do you aim to find out/explore/research?
· What is the gap in the literature your research will fill?
· Build up a case for your RQs from the literature
· Briefly introduce your critical literature review and explain the overall structure of your literature review.
· Structure your literature review – how?
· Coherence - how?
· Being systematic
· Key reading for your area – as a start consider finding at least 10 or so items and review at least five of these critically. Try to identify themes in the literature rather than presenting one after another. Collectively what are the authors claiming? What conclusions can you draw from these claims? Be prepared to do further reading too.
· Key definitions
· Key ideas
· Key debates
· Critically analyse the theoretical framework(s) that underpin your research project.
· Identify themes in the claims in the background literature
· Synthesise
· Avoiding plagiarism


	Follow-up task

Complete before Session 7:

Start to identify key gap(s) in the existing literature and make clear links to your own project. 

	Suggested resources

Boote, D.N. and Beile, P. (2005) 'Scholars before Researchers: On the Centrality of the Dissertation Literature Review in Research Preparation', Educational researcher, 34(6), pp. 3-15 Available at: https://doi.org/10.3102/0013189X034006003.

Machi, L.A. (2022) The literature review: six steps to success. Thousand Oaks, California: Corwin.

Stapleton, A. (2023) How To Write An Exceptional Literature Review With AI. Available from:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wz8lg_3j3Ok


	Session 7

17/02/2026

Tue: 09:00-12:00 

FF008
	Focus: more preparation for assessment 2

Present your review of a 2nd piece of key literature to the class, compare with and contrast to the 1st piece.

Complete 10 draft slides for Assessment 2, try to generate a draft video presentation shareable link and test whether it works. Resolve any issues involved in completing Assessment 2.

Reminder notes: Component 2 – 20% (Presentation: 9 mins)

Provide a short introduction (2 mins). Select an issue in education that you wish to explore. Justify why the issue is important to you as an educational practitioner and/or the educational community, what you aim to find out and establish the gap in the literature your research will try to fill, making a case for and outlining your specific research questions. Then outline the nature of the key reading you will be discussing in the main literature review (e.g. educational debates, key ideas/concepts, theoretical frameworks in the area). 

Focus on part of your main literature review (7 mins). Choose one (or two) sections of your literature review (e.g. a sub-section). Provide a title for the section(s) and a critical analysis of the background literature, relating this clearly to your project and your specific research question(s). You may wish to critically highlight the conceptual underpinnings of your research project; you may also wish to give attention to key definitions or debates in the literature for the section chosen. End with a brief summary and a reference list slide (Do remember to reference in Harvard style throughout and refer to the background literature as you proceed).


	Session 8

24/02/2026

Tue: 09:00-12:00 

FF008

	Focus: final preparation for assessment 2 submission

Double check the content of all the slides and notes, and ensure that Harvard referencing style is consistently accurate in your work.

Use Turnitin draft submission site to eliminate any academic integrity issues before final submission.

Proofread your slides carefully and submit your video link before 23:59 25/02/2026.


	Follow-up task

Reflect on your assessment 2 preparation and submission, and identify targets to plan for assessment 3. 


	Session 9

10/03/2026

Tue: 09:00-12:00 

FF008
	Focus: develop your critical review further and prepare for assessment 3

Reflect on your assessment 2 carefully and plan further for your assessment 3. 

During the session:

Reflect on your assessment 2 and identify areas where you want to improve further.

Reminder notes: Component 3 – 70% (Essay: 5250 words)

Write a critical literature review that critically analyses and evaluates the available/key literature in your chosen topic area. 

Synthesise the claims made by various authors and present your literature review in an organized way to build up your arguments and to demonstrate mastery of the topic. Begin by briefly explaining why this area of is of interest to you, your context, the nature of the gap in the literature your research will fill. Your main critical analysis of the background literature should provide an evidence base and a critical discussion of the theoretical concepts underpinning your research. Your critical literature review will analyse what is claimed in the literature and its relevance to your research questions. It will also critically analyse any debates in the literature and identify themes/gaps in the claims from the background literature, drawing conclusions for your project/research questions.

Individual tutorials:

30-min each bookable


	Session 10

17/03/2026

Tue: 09:00-12:00

FF005

	Focus: final preparation for assessment 3 (due: 23:59 25/03/2026)

Organise the work systematically using headings and sub-headings to guide the reader and reference systematically, using the Harvard style to ensure academic integrity. It is crucial to organise your content in a way that is easy to follow and allows the reader to understand the progression of your review, critique, and argument.

Before finalising your draft, we carefully revisit the brief for Assessment 3 and ensure that you have met all the outlined requirements. 

Raise and resolve any issues involved in completing the final draft of your literature review and be prepared to submit.


	Follow-up task

Proofread your draft essay carefully and ensure that professional formatting and Harvard referencing style are consistently accurate in your work.

Use Turnitin draft submission site to eliminate any academic integrity issues before final submission.
	Suggested resources:

UWTSD Referencing Handbooks:
https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/using-our-libraries/online-library/referencing-handbooks/

If in doubt, contact your Academic Liaison Librarian.


	
Assessment 3: Essay (submit date: 25/03/2026; return date: 22/04/2026)
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ASSESSMENT: READ ALL OF THE FOLLOWING VERY CAREFULLY

Component 1 – 10% (Plan and justify: 750-word equivalent)

Plan. Start to develop a plan for your literature review. Select an issue in education that you wish to explore. Consider why the issue is important to you as an educational practitioner and/or the educational community. Begin searching relevant literature and identifying key themes and debates that will guide your review. Consider the scope of literature you will cover, including seminal works and recent studies relevant to your topic area. Your plan should also detail the criteria for selecting sources and the organizational framework you will use to synthesize findings. Keep in mind of what you aim to find out and try to establish the gap in the literature your research will try to fill.

Justify. Start to articulate the justification for your literature review and make a case for your specific research questions. Explain the significance/rationale of your review within the context of your research. Discuss how your literature review addresses existing gaps in the literature and contributes to ongoing scholarly conversations in your area of interest. You may wish to critically highlight the conceptual underpinnings of your research project. You may also wish to give attention to key definitions or debates in the literature for the section chosen. End with a brief summary and a reference list (Do remember to reference in Harvard style throughout).

Component 2 – 20% (Presentation: 9 mins)

Provide a short introduction (2 mins). Select an issue in education that you wish to explore. Justify why the issue is important to you as an educational practitioner and/or the educational community, what you aim to find out and establish the gap in the literature your research will try to fill, making a case for and outlining your specific research questions. Then outline the nature of the key reading you will be discussing in the main literature review (e.g. educational debates, key ideas/concepts, theoretical frameworks in the area). 

Focus on part of your main literature review (7 mins). Choose one (or two) sections of your literature review (e.g. a sub-section). Provide a title for the section(s) and a critical analysis of the background literature, relating this clearly to your project and your specific research question(s). You may wish to critically highlight the conceptual underpinnings of your research project; you may also wish to give attention to key definitions or debates in the literature for the section chosen. End with a brief summary and a reference list slide (Do remember to reference in Harvard style throughout and refer to the background literature as you proceed).

Component 3 – 70% (Essay: 5250 words)

Write a critical literature review that critically analyses and evaluates the available/key literature in your chosen topic area. 
Organise the work systematically using headings and sub-headings to guide the reader and reference systematically, using the Harvard style to ensure academic integrity. Synthesise the claims made by various authors and present your literature review in an organized way to build up your arguments and to demonstrate mastery of the topic. Begin by briefly explaining why this area of is of interest to you, your context, the nature of the gap in the literature your research will fill. Your main critical analysis of the background literature should provide an evidence base and a critical discussion of the theoretical concepts underpinning your research. Your critical literature review will analyse what is claimed in the literature and its relevance to your research questions. It will also critically analyse any debates in the literature and identify themes/gaps in the claims from the background literature, drawing conclusions for your project/research questions.

	GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF TASKS


 NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the five generic assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Engagement with Literature Skills
Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set; you should make use of scholarly reviews and primary sources, as appropriate (for example, refereed research articles and/or original materials appropriate to the discipline). You should provide evidence that you have accessed a wide range of sources, which may be academic, governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using correctly a suitable referencing system, including in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list at the end of your work. 

2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
At level 7, you should be able to demonstrate a systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of your academic discipline, field of study or area of professional practice, with a comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to your own research or advanced scholarship. Your work must demonstrate your growing mastery of these concepts, principles, current challenges, innovation and insights associated with the subject area.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the contemporary concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding; ideally each should be complete and detailed, with comprehensive coverage. 
3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
You should be able to: evaluate critically current research and advanced scholarship in the discipline; evaluate methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, to propose new hypotheses; deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively to make sound judgements in the absence of complete data. Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information. This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At what cost? At all times, you must provide justification for your arguments and judgements. Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of experts within the subject area is crucial to you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work. Your choice of methodologies to gather data and information must be rigorously defended. Furthermore, you should provide evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts.  Sound, valid, persuasive conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work.   Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.

4. Practical Skills
At level 7, you should be able to demonstrate originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline. This includes acting autonomously in planning and implementing tasks at a professional or equivalent level, originality in tackling and solving problems, and decision-making in complex and unpredictable contexts or situations. You should be able to demonstrate mastery of the leading edge subject-related concepts and ideas as they relate to real world situations and/or particular contexts.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in those contexts or circumstances, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or plausible, justifiable recommendations to solve problems, or to propose new models, or to create artefacts, which may be innovative and creative, thereby demonstrating your understanding of how the boundaries of knowledge are advanced through research and/or application.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of real world artefacts, examples and cases, the application of a model within an organisation and/or benchmarking one theory or organisation against others.

5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 
Your work must provide evidence of the qualities and transferable skills necessary for postgraduate-level employment in circumstances requiring sound judgement, personal responsibility and initiative in complex and unpredictable professional environments. This includes demonstrating: the independent learning ability for continuing professional development to advance existing skills and acquire new competences of a professional nature that will enable you to assume significant responsibility within organisations; that you can initiate and complete tasks, projects and procedures, whether individually and/or collaboratively, to a professional level; that you can use appropriate media to effectively communicate information, arguments and analysis in a variety of forms for a variety of audiences; fluency of expression; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation. Work should be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation.

Professional Doctorate in Education Marking Policy

Feedback to students using Grade Mark:

In-text feedback:
· Feedback will be provided in the form of targeted comments that give the student clear indications for improvements - either through questions that ask the student to critically evaluate her/his work, or through suggestions;
· The Quickmark function may be used within the body of the text to indicate recurrent issues that need addressing, such as incorrect referencing, spelling or grammatical errors.

Summary feedback:
· The summary paragraph should be targeted towards the specific piece of work, rather than generalised comment, and include clear indications for improvement;
· The summary should be organised according to the marking criteria, and reflect the language used in the statements for each of the criteria, so that the student can identify and address specific areas for improvement.

Grading the assignment:

Examiners will use the rubric function to indicate the mark assigned for each of the marking criteria. This will give the student specific detail around areas for improvement and allow the system to calculate the overall mark. It should also align with the written feedback against each criteria statement. The grading criteria can be found on the Moodie page under ‘Module content’.

KEY READING:

Essential: 
Read articles in peer-reviewed journals that are reputable in your area of practice.

Recommended: 
There is a host of books focused on education and education-related research theory and practice available from the library and all of them will be of some interest. The below are just a few of these titles, and generally cover the range of the module.

	Reading List
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Lambert, M. (2021). Top Tips on Writing a Literature Review for Your Education Research Project. Available from: https://www.academia.edu/5195702/Top_Tips_on_Writing_a_Literature_Review_for_Your_Education_Research_Project 
	☒

	Essential
	Winchester, C.L. and Salji, M. (2016) 'Writing a literature review', Journal of Clinical Urology, 9(5), pp. 308-312 Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/2051415816650133.
	☒

	Essential
	Oliver, P. (2012) Succeeding with your literature review: a handbook for students. Maidenhead: Open University Press.
	☒

	Essential
	Biggam, J. (2021) Succeeding with your master's dissertation: a step-by-step handbook London: Open University Press, McGraw Hill.
	☐

	Essential
	Biggam, J. (2011) Succeeding with your master's dissertation: a step-by-step handbook. 2nd edn. Maidenhead: McGraw Hill/Open University Press.
	☒

	Essential
	Boote, D.N. and Beile, P. (2005) 'Scholars before Researchers: On the Centrality of the Dissertation Literature Review in Research Preparation', Educational researcher, 34(6), pp. 3-15 Available at: https://doi.org/10.3102/0013189X034006003.
	☒

	Essential
	Wallace, M. and Wray, A. (2021) Critical reading and writing for postgraduates. London: Sage.
	☐

	Further
	Machi, L.A. (2022) The literature review: six steps to success. Thousand Oaks, California: Corwin.
	☒

	Note: More readings will be research topic specific and will depend on students’ focus of study.
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