Monastic Wales task
For this task I have chosen Tintern Abbey as my particular site of interest from the Monastic Wales website. Tintern Abbey belonged to the Cistercian order and was the first Cistercian foundation to be built in Wales, this meant that the monks and nuns who lived and worshipped there with the same religious and moral values, and in this case wore white robes.
   The abbey was founded by Walter FitzRichard of the Clare family who was the Anglo-Norman lord of Chepstow. As the Anglo-Normans strengthen their grip on Wales, this paved the way for orders to expand from France and attempt to reform religion in Wales as well as England.   
   The Cistercians believed in self-sufficiency and manual labour. The location of Tintern Abbey in the Wye Valley with the River Wye running alongside it would have given the monks and nuns the land to grow crops and water for fishing and helping with keeping crops watered. It was also near to Chepstow Castle to enjoy the closeness of its benefactors and was placed in the Anglo-Welsh border where the Anglo-Normans were and would be more receptive and generous to the order. 
   When Tintern was founded in 1131 it was a daughter house of Citeaux however by 1139 Tintern Abbey was thriving and was able to establish its own daughter house in Kingswood, Gloucester by William de Berkeley and Tintern’s own prior who was named Thomas was sent to be the founding abbot of the new house. In 1189 William Marshal became the Lord of Chepstow and patron of Tintern Abbey, he and his family were very generous patrons of the abbey and his wife and daughter and two of their sons were buried there. 1200 brought the second and last expansion of Tintern Abbey. William Marshal had been caught in a storm whilst sailing to Ireland and was so thankful when he made land that he vowed to build and abbey in the very place where they landed which was Bannow Bay. William gave 9,000 acres of land there to the monks from Tintern in Wales and a founding community from Tintern Abbey sailed to Ireland to be founding members of the second daughter house. 
   At some time around 1247 Tintern Abbey was leasing a chapel and land from Magor and was still enjoying patronage from William’s descendants. 
   Tintern continued and despite some setbacks was still a wealthy institution until 3rd September 1536 when it was dissolved under the 1536 Act of Suppression.
