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[bookmark: _Toc28969849]THE IMPACT OF MOODLE ON STUDENTS
Abstract 
In the particular assignment, overall impacts of moodle towards the learning and assessment criteria of students have been represented. In order to complete the entire study, first of all a basic aim and some relevant objectives has been formed. The primary objective of the study is to assess and analyse the primary aspects related with moodle and its positive and negative impact upon the learning of moodle. Moreover, primary data analysis method has been used for having the outcome of the research. The literature review of the research dealt with the concept of learning management system, following the latest trend of E-learning through moodle. It discussed the benefits and limitations of moodle and included recommendations for further success of the application. 













Introduction, Aim and Objectives 
Topic introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]It has been observed that different students belonging from all over the world, moodle has been quite effective and efficient in terms of learning and understanding any specific study course. In addition to that, different types and forms of web contents and materials have been used at moodle, which further assist students at evaluating learning outcome (Büchner, 2016). The learning mode of different students can also be improved quite extensively via the application of moodle. However, it has also been observed that moodle can also provide several negative aspects at the learning outcomes of students. Hence, the study will be helpful at determining some relevant facts and features that has the ability of determining positive and negative consequences of moodle. 
Aim
Key aim of the particular study is to assess and analyse the overall impact of Moodle towards the overall performance output and credibility of different students in current circumstances. The key objectives related with the entire study have been demonstrated below:  
Objectives
The basic objectives are, 
· To identify and gather the basic and primary ideologies regarding learning management system
· To analyse the positive impact of moodle upon different students in terms of learning management system
· To evaluate the negative impact of moodle towards normal students due to learning management system
· To recommend some basic ways that can mitigate the negative aspects of moodle from learning management system 


Research Questions 
· What is the basic ideology behind learning management system? 
· What are the positive impacts of moodle upon learning management system in different students? 
· What are the negative impacts of moodle towards the learning management system for different students? 
· What will you recommend mitigate the negative aspects of moodle from the learning management system? 
Scope of Research
Through the help of this research, different relevant facts and features related with moodle and its impact upon students can be evaluated. The study is going to cover the positive and negative impacts of moodle into the entire learning experience of students. In addition to that, the study will cover up the basic and primary aspects of moodle at student learning experience (Pardoel and Athanasiou, 2019). Moreover, the primary contradictions of students will be evaluated at the study, which can be helpful at having the research outcome.  

[bookmark: _Toc28969850]Literature Review 
Concept of learning management system
The concept of learning management system has been of growing significance in the current environment. As opinionated by Walker et al. (2016), it is necessary for the students to learn about different subjects in order to deliver relevant services and create impression. Management is an important factor that helps the students to develop their courses of education by organising their thoughts and learning. Finally, system represents the fact that learning management system is a system is technical involving computer and networks. An important learning management system is the moodle. According to Xu and Mahenthiran (2016), it stands for Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment, and provides online educational interactive courses for the convenience of the students. 
Benefits of moodle on students in terms of learning management system
With the growth and advent of technology, online educational courses have gained significance. This is mainly because these are highly convenient and easy to access. One such system is that of moodle. According to Chen (2018), it is beneficial for the students because time and place do not restrict its services. It provides flexibility to the students in the educational courses and generates feedbacks of the teachers. Using moodle enhances online resources and allows the students to avail knowledge at a limited expense. The services provided in this application are efficient and are fast responsive. The user-friendly interface of the system allows the students to receive services in their specifically required fields. Therefore, this system is overall beneficial for the students. 
Limitation of moodle on students in terms of learning management system
Although the process of online study courses is widely used across the globe, it is not free of limitations. One of the main limitations is that support for communication technology using highly advanced electronic devices. As opinionated by STRAKA and Dittrich (2017), the requirement of fast internet services can be another barrier to the way of education, as many students might not have this access. Although the services provide to the students to appear for online tests and gather feedbacks quickly, questions might rise regarding the credibility and authentication of the same. It also can be considered that the concept of E-learning has gained significance rapidly, and there is much competition in this field. There might be other applications more efficient than moodle. 
Recommendation of eliminating the limitations of moodle for enhancing students’ learning capability
The application of moodle is already on its rise in the present environment. However, its further success depends upon a few recommendations. In the viewpoints of Samos et al. (2019), more schools and universities should consider using the application in its overall structure. This way, the usage of moodle will rise at a greater pace. If the authorities of the moodle consider improving the service quality of the application further, its bond with the users and students shall enhance with time. As suggested by Correa (2017), if the countries take initiative of developing their technological infrastructure, the concept of E-learning shall expand and grow further. Finally, the application might develop its features and try giving authentic information to the students. With the help of these recommendations, moodle might develop and succeed in the future.
Literature gap
[bookmark: _Toc28615003]After conducting this literature review, it can be concluded that moodle is an important part of learning management system. However, while preparing the review, there were certain gaps present in the process. The details of the technological framework used by the application were not explored to the fullest. As a complex E-learning procedure, moodle involves certain features within the electronic device framework, the details of which were difficult to gather.

[bookmark: _Toc28969851]Primary Research
[bookmark: _Toc28969852]Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc28615006]Source of the data
Collection of data is important for completing the study with the formation of questionnaire set for developing the research project in a proper manner. The project has developed questionnaire for conducting survey among the students of UK for understanding the impact of Moodle on the student learning. Collection of data is important for implementing authentic sources in the research. In this research, positivism research, and descriptive approach has been used for gaining proper outcomes in the research (Rahi, 2017). Use of primary quantitative survey has been used for gathering opinion from the students for having proper understanding of their learning approaches. This would help in collecting relevant and reliable research data using cost effective method. It has provided opportunity to the researcher in understanding the benefits of moodle on the performance of the students of the UK. Researcher using primary data collection has been able to analyse the data collected from the students by developing graphs and charts.     
Sample selection
Twenty students from UK colleges have been considered in this research for evaluating the benefits of Moodle in the development of their learning course. This is considered as the sample size of the research. Apart from this, researcher is found to use make sure about the opportunity of the project by choosing the sample size using non-probability sampling technique (Cyr, 2016). This method has helped in selecting the sample size by doing detailed research on the nature of the students.   
Statistical methods 
In this research, contemporary statistical method has been used for performing the section of results in a proper manner. Statistical analysis is helpful for evaluating the primary data in a proper way. This has enabled in representing and evaluating the collected data by using approach of constant comparison (Raluca, 2017). 
[bookmark: _Toc28969853]Ethical consideration 
[bookmark: _Toc28969854]The Data Protection Act, 1998 has been used in this research for analysing and gathering research data for maintaining the privacy concerns of the respondents (Legislation.gov.uk, 2020). This has helped in bringing ethics during the time of the data collection method. 
Results 
[bookmark: _Toc28615007][bookmark: _Toc28969855][bookmark: _Toc28615008]Quantitative findings
1. Please select your gender?
	Elements 
	No of responses 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total respondents

	Male 
	11
	55
	20

	Female 
	9
	45
	20


Table 1: Gender 

Figure 1: Gender 
Based on the graph, it can be said that male students are more than the female students as 11% are male and 9% students are female. This signifies that male students are more using moodle than the female students.  


2. Please select your age group
	Elements 
	No of responses 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total respondents

	16 to 24
	9
	45
	20

	25 to 34
	2
	10
	20

	35 to 44
	3
	15
	20

	45 to 54
	4
	20
	20

	55 and above
	1
	5
	20


Table 2: Age group

Figure 2: Age group
This graph states that about 45% of students belong in the age group of 16 to 24 years, which is highest among the entire respondents. This indicates that maximum students belong to these age groups and they are strongly using Moodle for their study purpose. However, other age groups are also using moodle for their academic learning.        




3. On average how often you use Moodle.
	Elements 
	No of responses 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total respondents

	0 to 3 times per week
	9
	45
	20

	4 to 6 times per week
	4
	20
	20

	6 or more times per week
	7
	35
	20


Table 3: Use of Moodle 

Figure 3: Use of Moodle
This graph shows that 45% of students are using Moodle 0-3 times per week and 35% students are using 6 or more than 6 times. On contrary, 20% students are using moodle 4-6 times per week. These information shows that maximum students of UK are using moodle for about 0-3 times in a week for checking syllabus and information provided by their faculties.   





4. Please select your course category?
	Elements 
	No of responses 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total respondents

	Business related
	7
	35
	20

	Health and Social Health related
	6
	30
	20

	LT related
	5
	25
	20

	Other
	2
	10
	20


Table 4: Course category 

Figure 4: Course category
This graph shows that Moodle is used for different academic learning purpose. About 35% students are using Moodle for business related subject. About 30% students who are studying Health and Social health related subjects are using Moodle. However, graph shows that business related students are mostly using moodle for gaining proper understanding of their academic courses. 




5. How is your satisfaction with Moodle?
	Elements 
	No of responses 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total respondents

	Satisfied
	8
	40
	20

	Dissatisfied
	3
	15
	20

	Highly Satisfied
	7
	35
	20

	Highly Dissatisfied
	2
	10
	20


Table 5: Satisfaction with moodle

Figure 5: Satisfaction with moodle
This graph implies that maximum students that are 40% are satisfied with the Moodle and about 35% students are highly satisfied with the Moodle. Hence, it conveys that moodle is providing effective academic understanding to the learning of students.    






6. How easy use Moodle?
	Elements 
	No of responses 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total respondents

	Extremely easy
	8
	25
	20

	Moderately easy
	3
	15
	20

	Easy
	4
	20
	20

	Not easy
	6
	15
	20


Table 6: Using Moodle 

Figure 6: Using Moodle 
This graph indicates that using Moodle is quite easy. About 25% students are able to use moodle with extreme ease. Moreover, 20% students are having ease with Moodle. This graph show that most of the students feel that they do not face many difficulties in using Moodle.





7. How easy is find information about your course in Moodle?
	Elements 
	No of responses 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total respondents

	Extremely easy
	7
	35
	20

	Moderate easy
	6
	30
	20

	Easy
	4
	20
	20

	Not easy
	3
	15
	20


Table 7: Using information from the Moodle 

Figure 7: Using information from the Moodle 
This graph shows that Moodle is helping students to find relevant information easily. This is because about 35% students are able to gain authentic information with extreme ease. However, 15% students are not able to find information in Moodle easily because of lack of understanding of academic subjects. 





8. How Moodle helps you in your course development?
	Elements 
	No of responses 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total respondents

	Highly help
	9
	45
	20

	Medium Help
	8
	40
	20

	Poor
	2
	10
	20

	Nothing
	1
	5
	20


Table 8: Help from Moodle in course development

Figure 8: Help from Moodle in course development
This graph implies that Moodle is highly helping the students in their course development. As about 45% students said that, they are getting huge help from the Moodle to develop their course. Thus, it shows that information of Moodle is helpful to improve the academic career of the students.  





9. How would you rate Moodle, knowing 10 is the highest score?
	Elements 
	No of responses 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total respondents

	1 to 3 scores
	3
	15
	20

	4 to 6 scores
	4
	20
	20

	7 to 9 scores
	6
	30
	20

	10 scores
	7
	35
	20


Table 9: Rate on Moodle

Figure 9: Rate on Moodle
From this graph, it is understood that about 30% students have rates moodle with 10 scores. This reveals that these students are highly dependent on Moodle for their career development. Thus, Moodle is helping the students with proper guidance and direction in completing their courses.    





10. Do you have some technical problem with using Moodle?
	Elements 
	No of responses 
	Percentage of respondents 
	Total respondents

	None
	5
	35
	20

	Always
	8
	15
	20

	Regularly
	3
	20
	20

	Sometimes
	4
	25
	20


Table 10: Technical problem with Moodle

Figure 10: Technical problem with Moodle
[bookmark: _Toc28969856]This graph indicates that technical problems are not faced always. About 35% students are able to use Moodle without having any technical issues. However, 25% students are facing technical issues in Moodle because of internet connectivity issues and lack of understanding. 
Limitations of the Study 
[bookmark: _Toc28615009]There are certain limitations of the entire study. Firstly, it has been observed that the researcher does not have adequate resources to complete the overall studies. Hence, the researcher was unable to assess some authentic resources for making the secondary data analysis section. In addition to that, due to limited timeframe, the researcher only able to gather responses from 20 respondents, this can limit the positive research outcome.

[bookmark: _Toc28969857]Conclusion 
From making the analysis of the entire study, it can be concluded that moodle has been quite effective and efficient from the perspective of improving the current learning capabilities of different students in current circumstances. Moreover, it can also conclude that students belonging from recent instances are currently using moodle quite frequently. In addition to that, from the data collection chapter, it has found out students belonging from different course categories are currently relying into moodle for studying various aspects. Furthermore, most of the students in current context are currently having increased satisfaction rate due to their learning program gained from moodle. However, sometimes it is quite difficult for students to find relevant information through moodle, which is its basic limitation. 
Linking with objectives
· At the literature review section, the basic information regarding moodle has been represented. It can be concluded that moodle is actually an online platform that assist students at structuring lectures and restricting learning styles. 
· In respect to the second objective, it has been observed that students will have the ability of taking effective learning seasons through the help of moodle. It is its basic advantage. 
· The third objective is associated with analysing the negative aspects of moodle at student learning process. It has been amended at the data analysis section, where it can conclude that technical difficulties are the primary disadvantage of using moodle as a learning method.
· It can be recommended towards the students to make separate instruction and learning methods at the time of using moodle, which can minimise its limitations.
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Questionnaire
1. Please select your gender?
· Male 
· Female
2. Please select your age group
· 16 to 24
· 25 to 34
· 35 to 44
· 45 to 54
· 55 and above
3. On average how often you use Moodle.
· 0 to 3 times per week
· 4 to 6 times per week
· 6 or more times per week
4. Please select your course category?
· Business related
· Health and Social Health related
· LT related
· Other
5. How is your satisfaction with Moodle?
· Satisfied
· Dissatisfied
· Highly Satisfied
· Highly Dissatisfied


6. How easy use Moodle?
· Extremely easy
· Moderately easy
· Easy
· Not easy
7. How easy is find information about your course in Moodle?
· Extremely easy
· Moderate easy
· Easy
· Not easy
8. How Moodle helps you in your course development?
· Highly help
· Medium Help
· Poor
· Nothing
9. How would you rate Moodle, knowing 10 is the highest score?
· 1 to 3 scores 
· 4 to 6 scores
· 7 to 9 scores
· 10 scores
10. Do you have some technical problem with using Moodle?
· None
· Always
· Regularly
· Sometimes
16 to 24	25 to 34	35 to 44	45 to 54	55 and above	45	10	15	20	5	0 to 3 times per week	4 to 6 times per week	6 or more times per week	45	20	35	Business related	Health and Social Health related	LT related	Other	35	30	25	10	Satisfied	Dissatisfied	Highly Satisfied	Highly Dissatisfied	40	15	35	10	Extremely easy	Moderately easy	Easy	Not easy	25	15	20	15	Extremely easy	Moderate easy	Easy	Not easy	35	30	20	15	Highly help	Medium Help	Poor	Nothing	45	40	10	5	1 to 3 scores	4 to 6 scores	7 to 9 scores	10 scores	15	20	30	35	None	Always	Regularly	Sometimes	35	15	20	25	Male	Female	55.000000000000007	45	21
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