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Has the death of Sarah Everard affected the trust in which the female demographic have in the police when reporting sexual offences.

Introduction
Has the murder of a lone female by an alleged police officer created a lack of trust by the female demographic when reporting sexual assaults to police?  The background of reporting of sexual offences will be explored by the researcher and what issues there has been when reporting sexual offences previously. The #metoo campaign will be explored and evaluated to see whether this made a difference for females when reporting and speaking out about sexual offences that they have been victims of. The researcher will critically examine if the recent death of Sarah Everard which is believed to have been committed by a police officer has affected the trust of female victims when reporting sexual offences. The researcher will also evaluate what methods can be done to reverse the trust lost by the female demographic towards police. 

In early March 2021 a female in her mid-thirties by the name of Sarah Everard disappeared when she was walking home alone in the Kent area of England.  A week later the body of Sarah Everard was discovered in the woodland area just outside of Kent. A male Police Officer by the name of Wayne Couzens was later arrested for the murder and kidnap of Sarah Everard (BBC New, 2021). Although it has not yet been proven but it is believed to be a sexual motive behind her murder. This story took to the media, social media and news and the nation knew that the person police believed to be responsible was in fact a police officer. The female demographic instantly lost trust in police and protests commenced. Females wanted an 18:00hrs curfew for males as they no longer felt safe to walk the streets. 

Although there has been previous studies regarding victims of sexual assaults, no direct studies have been completed in relation to the death of Sarah Everard. 

Aim
The aim of the research is to critically examine whether a recent incident involving the murder of a lone female by an alleged police officer suspect has changed female perception of the trust of police officers and impacts their likelihood to report sexual assaults to police. 



Objectives
· To provide a background context of the history of the reporting of sexual offences by females
· To identify if the number of reported incidents for sexual assaults on females have decreased since the murder of Sarah Everard
· To identify if the trust and confidence of the female population have in the police has reduced and whether this would impact on future reporting of sexual offences
· To identify ways to improve public trust and confidence

Literature Review
Numerous studies have been completed regarding female victims of sexual violence, supporting victims of sexual violence and the lack of trust in police officers in relation to sexual offences however, little to no studies have been completed in relation to the specific death of Sarah Everard. 

According to (Sable, Danis, Mausy and Gallagher, 2010) there are three main barriers which both male and female victims face when reporting sexual offences. The four authors asked college students to order a list of importance of barriers when reporting sexual offences. From conducting their research the results showed that the three main barriers were “(1) shame, guilt, embarrassment, not wanting friends and family to know; (2) concerns about confidentiality; and (3) fear of not being believed”. This study mentioned above is relevant to this new study as it states that there are already issues when it comes to reporting sexual offences, although it cannot be determined whether these barriers are mostly linked to male or female victims. This study will help the researcher develop an understanding of the issues when reporting sexual offences and make links when comparisons are made to the lack of trust in police when reporting offences of this nature.

In 2017 female victims of sexual assaults/harassment took to social media by using the hashtag #metoo. By posting this hashtag on a social media platforms it meant that female victims spoke out about their experiences just by using the hashtag alone. This gave the media an idea of how many victims of this nature there really were. (Shugerman, 2017) will say that the #metoo campaign was started by a black women by the name of Tarana Burke in 2006 but really came to light in 2017 when actress Alyssa Milano tweeted about the campaign. This campaign will link in with the researcher’s project as it gave female victims confidence and a voice on social media to speak out about their experiences, tell the users of social media that what has happened is wrong and make everyone aware of the number of victims. Did this campaign help with the lack of trust victims of these offences had in police as they no longer felt alone?

“The police are the public and that the public are the police” (Peel, 1829) which means police by consent. If this study show that the trust has been lost by the female demographic then it must be undone in order for police to keep supporting victims and investigating sexual offences.

Research Methodology 
In order to conduct research for this study a mixture of both secondary and primary data collection will be used along with a mixture of quantitative and qualitative methods and deductive and inductive research. 

Given the time implications and Covid-19 restrictions this study will rely on textbooks, articles and web pages to gather the information and data which will be used in the first part of research study. Qualitative data collection will allow the researcher to carry out an in depth analysis of the above secondary data collection methods meaning that it will also be inductive research as it will show other researchers attitudes, beliefs and opinions on the subject. These methods will help with the background information that will be required to gather a greater understanding of sexual assaults. 

Primary research data sources will also play a significant role as questionnaires will be sent out to each police force in England and Wales in order to gather crime recording statistics for the number of sexual assaults reported each month between May 2020 and May 2021 by the female demographic. This is referred to as quantitative data collection as the data can be measured and tested. Again this is also deductive research given the nature of it. It’s important that the data gathered is from a wide range of forces as it will have a much more realistic overview and a more accurate account. It was not deemed appropriate to create and distribute questionnaires to members of the public due to the sensitivity of the subject matter.

According to (Anpar Research,2020) there are pros to qualitative and quantitative research. A few pros for qualitative research are explores attitudes and behaviour in depth and it is flexible whereas the pros for quantitative research are larger sample sizes, impartiality and accuracy, the data is anonymous and it is faster and easier to gather. This is why the researcher has decided to use a combination of both qualitative and quantitative research methods. 

Results
At this stage of the study no results have been collected or analysed however, it is to be expected that the statistics for the number of sexual assaults reported each month by females from each force in England and Wales are collected and analysed in order to see if there is a decrease, increase or no difference in the figures. These statistics alone could not determine whether this is down to the lack of trust by the female demographic so therefore secondary data collection will evidence the results further.

Ethnical Issues/Risks
This area of research will utilise secondary information as well as primary information which by its very nature can be delicate, especially when considering the topic in hand. There may be confidentiality, personal privacy and commitment issues to the Data Protection Act 1998 and so the questionnaires and data requested to be obtained will be anonymised at the point of the person answering the questionnaire or the point of the information received. All participants will be voluntary and the identity of all persons involved will remain unknown. The researcher understands that some police forces may not be able to separate the statistics for the number of sexual assaults reported and the number of violent crime offences reported and this could skew the results. The researcher is also aware that some police forces may not be able to separate the statistics for male and female victims and again this could skew the results causing them to be inaccurate when it comes to the analysis of results stage. This means that the researcher may not have a true and accurate reflection of the statistics meaning that it could hinder the perception of the trust in police forces by the female demographic. 

Evaluation
Timetable
Time is extremely limited due to having work commitments, family commitments and the restrictions of Covid-19. It is paramount that the researcher establishes a timeframe to conduct research, carry out analysis in readiness to bind the final submission. The researcher has created a realistic timetable outlining the timeframe for each part of the dissertation.
	April 2021

	· Research Proposal
· Ethics Form

	May 2021

	· Write up Literature Review
· Prepare research questionnaires
· Conduct research

	June 2021

	· Conduct research
· Write up Literature Review
· Send out questionnaires

	July 2021

	· Write up Research Methodology 

	August 2021

	· Write up Research Methodology 

	September 2021

	· Questionnaire results
· Analyse questionnaire results
· Write up Analysis of results 

	October 2021

	· Write up Findings and Conclusion

	November 2021

	· Submission preparation
· Write up Introduction
· Write up Conclusion
· Proof read and correct errors in final submission
· Submit final draft of dissertation



Resources
Minimal resources are going to be needed for this dissertation and the researcher will cover the use of printing paper.
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