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Contextualise and analyse the following two images:
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The first image is an image of Chairman Mao Zedong from 1968, the image is of a propaganda poster that was used during the Cultural Revolution to build up the hip of Chairman Mao and portray him as a people person, as an everyday Mao. The poster is untitled ‘Respectfully wish Chairman Mao eternal life’ and has Chinese characters in a red font that read, Jingzhu Mao zhuxi wanshou wujiang (敬祝毛主席万寿无疆). In poster Mao is shown smiling surrounded by sunflowers with a red sun behind him, his skin is reddish bright and smooth, making it seem as he is radiating light. This is done deliberately by the artist, they would paint the propaganda posters bright, red and shinning (this was called hong, guan, liang). In the posters the use of grey was not allowed for shading and if an artist would use black it would be a possible counter-revolutionary intention.[footnoteRef:1] [1: Comrade Mao Zedong ] 


The Cultural Revolution that was started by Mao Zedong in August 1966 and lasted ten years until 1976. It was launched by Mao who was the Chairman of the CCP (Communist Party of China) in aim to bring back a truer Communist ideology. The Cultural Revolution where Mao marked his return to a position of power after the Great Leap Forward some years previous. 
During the time of the Cultural Revolution when this poster was made. Thousands of different posters were also made to promote Chairman Mao vision and could be seen up and down the country. The posters where made by various artists in works with the staff at the local party bureau of the Maoist political strong hold in Chinas largest publishing centre in Shanghai.[footnoteRef:2] They were made to show a diverse range of topics, such as to criticise Mao’s opponents the USA or the Soviet Union, to promote Chinas foreign policy and domestic policies. In addiction with the aim that the posters would provide a much-needed form of convening information in placed where information was hard to come by, the posters where used to stimulate and motivate people. Also, the posters gave the people living in a country during a time of chaos a clear instruction on how they should be acting and behaving. Poster themselves where made by artist with oil paint and then the original copes where sent to be printed in bulk.  [2:  Powell, P. and Wong, J. (1997)] 


The propaganda poster with Mao in the design he is always seen as the main sours or light, this was so the people would associate his face as the most divine person in the room. Many posters would have the quote “Mao is the reddest sun in our hearts “and can be seen on the badges worn by the worker, also in almost every poster Mao’s little red book can be seen. 
During this period most households in China would have a portrait of Mao Zedong usually in obvious site and if you did not it was a sing that you were not willing to go along with the revolution. People regarded Mao in a God like stature and would almost worship him, “asking for instruction in the morning, thanking Mao for his kindness at noon and reporting back at night” people would bend their heads to the portrait three times a day. Also, to show support they would sing the national anthem every day, read passages from Mao’s little red book to the image of Mao and wish him ten thousand years. Unfortunate for Mao in the 70’s his more extreme religious aspects were being dismantled and proxies such as Lei Feng and others were used instead of Mao in some posters. Although after the Cultural Revolution posters of this nature were never used in the same way again. They where however when being used a very good addition to the cause.  
 
The second image is a picture from 1996, the image is of Wuhan practitioners practiced the exercise and forming the pattern of Falun (from Falun Gong) together. In Wuhan city 1993, the residents were very fortunate to receive a visit from Master Li Hong Zhi. During his eight months in Wuhan he taught in many different places and the people lucky enough to attend one of his classes witness amazing things. This then lead to the increase popularity of Falun Gong and mainly by word of mouth the practice spread all over Wuhan and to neighbouring places. Falun Gong was practiced in a wide range of places such as city squares, university grounds, stadiums and other convenient places. During this time where Falun Gong was becoming increasingly popular there was more that one large gathering in Wuhan of practitioners. There were gatherings in ‘Bihu Park in Wuhan’ where around one thousand practitioners showed the characters for ‘Truthfulness, Compassion and Forbearance’. Also, in Wuhan City Youth Club there was a gathering of five thousand practitioners and in Hanshui Park in Wuhan a gathering of ten thousand practitioners came together and made the words ‘Falun Dafa’ (Falun Gong).[footnoteRef:3] Not all four of these gatherings happened at the same time they came every year from 1996 to 1999.  [3:  Recalling Four Large-Scale Group Activities by Falun Gong Practitioners in Wuhan City, Hubei Province (2018)] 


 The 24th of March 1996 in Wuhan at number 4 middle school the Falun Gong practitioners came together and shared the experience of practicing Falun Gong in one place. This event was attended by many people, including practitioners from all over Wuhan and people from Hubei province. Not only were there over 5,000 participants but there were thousands in the crowds watching the practice. Four o’clock on that Sunday afternoon at number 4 middle school over 1000 practitioners came together to make the shape of the ‘Falun (law wheel)’ and over 2000 people making up the surrounding 40 rays coming from the centre, at the same time over 4000 people reciting the Lunyu and Masters “Essentials for further Advancement” all at once.[footnoteRef:4] It was said by people who attended that the atmosphere was incredible and solemn. After the reciting the practitioners came together and practiced ‘Falun Gong’.  [4:  Recalling Four Large-Scale Group Activities by Falun Gong Practitioners in Wuhan City, Hubei Province (2018)] 


The ‘Law Wheel’ also known as ‘The Falun Emblem’ is a symbol that comes from ‘Falun Dafa’. Falun Dafa otherwise called Falun Gong is a self-cultivating practiced that focuses on physical and mental wellbeing, that is achieved by physical exercise and the development of someone’s character. Founded by Li HongZhi this practice aims to cultivate a person’s mind and body, in a way to make a person feel better be it mentally or physically.  It is a practice that shows,
“assimilation to the highest qualities of the universe- Zhen, Shan, Ren (truthfulness, compassion, forbearance)-is the foundation of practice. Practice is guided by these supreme qualities, and bases on the very laws which underline the development of the cosmos.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Brief Introduction to Falun Dafa (2018)] 

In 1992 the practice of Falun Gong was introduced to the public by master Li HongZhi. The practice quickly became popular amongst the people of china and it rapidly spread across the globe, by 1999 there where over 100 million practitioners and it was the largest practice of its kind[footnoteRef:6]. At the centre of Falun Gong there are three key point to be taken; ‘Truthfulness’ you must be truthful always, ‘Compassion’ you must show compassion to the people around you and ‘forbearance’ you should be patient and tolerant.  [6:  Falun Dafa, Truthfulness, Compassion, Forbearance (2018)] 




As for the Falun Emblem that literally translates to the wheel it is a symbol from the Falun gong practice and has a Buddhist background. It was once described by Master Li HongZhi as;
“The Law Wheel of Buddha School, the Ying-Yang of the Tao School, and the ten-directional world are all reflected in the Falun (the law wheel). The configuration of Falun is a miniature of the universe and has its own form of existence and process of evolution in each of the other spaces. Therefore, I call it a world”.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  The Falun Emblem (2017)] 

 The symbol itself has representations from different places, the yellow symbol at the centre of the emblem represents the Buddha school and is also a symbol for good fortune in china. The Yin and the Yang symbols then representing the School of Tao. This symbol of Falun Dafa is known as ‘Falun’ and the symbol is said to be rotation for some people also represents the universe. In some cases, individuals can see vertical energy columns on top and below, this then represents the ten directions from the Buddhist School. In a hole it represents the Buddhist school’s idea of the universe. 

The first image was used in china during the Cultural Revolution in 1966 and the second image is from 1996 and shows a practice taking place in Wuhan by the practitioners of Falun Gong. One is used to promote ideas and control the masses where the other is a display made by Falun Gong spiritual group. 
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