2603044 Amanda Wilson

Preparation for Assignment 1 

I have chosen a building, St Mary’s Church, Ashley, Hampshire.  Dating back to Norman times, it was originally built to serve Gains Castle, was subsequently gifted to Mottisfont Abbey by William Briwere and later, following the dissolution of the Abbey during the Reformation, it became a parish church. It has not been in regular use since 1976, and since 1980 has been looked after by the Churches Conservation Trust (formerly the Redundant Churches Fund).

The archival sources below are presented as they would be in a bibliography, with footnotes indicating the websites where I accessed them. I have found sources that give information about the building itself, its ownership and incumbents, and the people whose life events took place within in.

Historic England, ‘Church of St Mary, Ashley’, The National Heritage List for England, List entry 1339063[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https:historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1339036
] 

Historic England listings provide a statutory public register of protected sites and buildings, with their exact location. In the case of St Mary’s, Ashley, a description of building materials, architectural features with corresponding dates can be considered authoritative. The entry also directs the reader to further reading.

‘Parishes:Ashley’. A History of the County of Hampshire: Volume 4. ed. W. Page (London, 1911)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/hants/vol4/pp440-442
] 

This again gives a thorough description of the building itself, but goes on to detail the history of the advowson (ie the legal right to grant the living). The footnotes cite several sources that have been used in this research, including Royal Charters, Patents and Episcopal Registers.



London, British Library, Egerton MSS 2031-4[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Access to digitised content of Egerton MSS 2031-4 is currently still restricted
] 

These manuscripts are a referenced in the above, and contain Episcopal Registers for the Diocese of Winchester, including clergy appointments for St Mary’s, Ashley.

Dugdale, W and Dodsworth, R., Monasticon Anglicanum, ed. Caley et al., (London, 1846)[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://archive.org/details/gtu_32400001644644_6/page/482/mode/2up
] 

This is a multivolume work containing a huge collection of annotated transcriptions of records, legal documents and charters, including the Mottisfont Abbey foundation document by which St Mary’s Church was given to the Abbey (vol. 6, pp480-481).

Winchester, Hampshire Record Office, 20M70/PR1-8[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Winchester, Hampshire Record Office, 20M70 collection accessed through ancestry.com
] 

Hampshire Record Office holds a collection of eight parish registers for St Mary’s Ashley from 1725 to 1980, including births, marriages, deaths and burials. These names provide a starting point for further exploration of the community who worshipped in the parish.


