About us at make a wish.com

We at make a wish.com are a non profit charity from phoenix arizona, we were founded in 1980 after a young boy called Chris Grieicious who was suffering from leukemia wanted to become a police officer so all the people of Arizona came together to make this young boys wish come true which was to have a trip in a helicopter. “He was only seven years, 269 days old when he died. But he taught me about being a man, even though he was only a boy. And because of meeting him, I'm an entirely different man” (Tommy Austin, Make-A-Wish co-founder) [https://wish.org/about-us 1]. 
This started the founding of Make A Wish, our first official wish was granted in 1981 to Frank ‘Bopsy’ Salazar. Little did we know this would grow into making the wishes of millions and millions of children battling life threatening illnesses to come true and help support their families duing these difficult times. We operate on simple morals and values, which are to fulfill the biggest dreams and heartfelt wishes of those diagnosed with a terminal illness. 




Granting wishes and changing lives 

At Make A Wish our wishes range from your dream vacations, meeting your favourite celebrity or athlete to experiencing something truly amazing like a helicopter ride. “Research shows a wish can give kids the strength to fight against and even overcome a critical illness” (wish.org/impact).
Our wishes don't only touch the hearts of our recipients but has a ripple affect on their families and the communities. It has also brought in so much support from the wider community with the generous donations we receive. Most of all none of our work would be possible without our volunteers who work endlessly day and night to help make these young childrens wishes become a reality.


Our journeys

At Make A Wish we strive to give our children and families the best experience possible. The process starts by a referral being given from medical professionals, the children themselves or a family member. Once the application is successful. We then start the process of getting the child together with one of our volunteers. The Make A Wish volunteers then start by getting to know the children to understand their dreams and wishes and see what is the best way possible to be able to make those dreams come true. Our volunteers tailor a unique experience to every child's wish to make it special to them.






Positive outcomes of Make A Wish

In challenging circumstances we at Make A Wish try our best to find positivity in every situation. For every child with a wish we install motivation and strength to show that we will work hard in making sure we can fulfill their dream. By doing this we help transform one of the most difficult times of both the child and parents lives into something extraordinary. We also have a positive impact on the families and communities that are involved with Make A Wish. Here at Make A Wish we have a sense of community engagement and empowerment, local businesses and other individuals often come together to help the child's dream become a reality. With local authorities often using their resources to help with the childrens dreams. Our volunteers give back to the families and communities as much as possible in different ways. 
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Introduction 

Make A Wish was founded in Phoenix, Arizona U.S.A in 1980 which traces its inspiration back from Chris Grieicious, who was a 7 year old boy battling leukemia whose only wish was to be a police officer, in 1980 the community of Phoenix came together to make young Chris' dream come true. We would have never comprehended the community of Phoenix that came together for Chris would create a movement which would transform millions of lives and still fulfilling people's dreams to this day.
There were three original founders of Make A Wish, Frank Shanwitz, Linda Bendingfield, Scott Stahal (https://wish.org/about-us 2).


Volunteers 
Tens of thousands of volunteers, donors and supporters advance the Make-A-Wish vision to grant the wish of every child diagnosed with a critical illness. In the US. and its territories, a wish is granted every 34 minutes. A wish can be that spark that helps these children believe that anything is possible and gives them the strength to fight harder against their illnesses. This one belief guides us and inspires us to grant wishes that change the lives of the kids we serve. As states on the web page (https://wish.org/about-us 3)
In 1986 the first six volunteers of the UK section for Make A Wish were established in the City of Liverpool to help a young child called Anthony whose wish was to see disney characters in florida. This started our mission in the UK. After the word about our work spread about and people started to volunteer their time, by the second year we had granted thirteen wishes to children. We had employed our first full time member of staff in 1999 in Surrey, Camburley. By the 4th year we were able to help a hundred children and impact their lives positively. We now celebrate world wish day every year on 29th April and are established in over 50 countries.
Inspiring hope
For children facing adversity Make A Wish provides hope and positivity for the families and communities it has a ripple effect on. In 2018 Make A Wish moved to a community hub in Reading to make it more accessible not only for the children but for the families as well. Make A Wish granted fifteen thousand wishes by the summer of 2021. Due to the increase of children becoming critically ill, Make A Wish was needed now more than ever. The only time we had to suspend our services was in covid-19 pandemic this left nearly two-thousand children having to wait for their wish to be granted also leaving volunteers having to carry out visits as well, until global restrictions started to be lifted. The community of make-a-wish once again pulled together, to install hope in the children with critical illnesses once more.
Legacy of make-a-wish 
The impact make-a-wish foundation has had on unwell children around the glove has been innovating, it has left an eternal legacy of kindness and compassion to families everywhere. The real life stories that we have heard from some of these parents and children themselves have inspired millions of people all around the world to be kind to others. This legacy continues to grow even larger as we continue to grow and more wishes are granted to sick children.



Conclusion 
I conclude that Make-A-Wish Foundation stands as a very positive impact on children facing adversity with critical illnesses and fulfilling their dreams. We use community involvement, volunteering and personalize wishes to help transform pediatric healthcare. We have helped countless children realise their dreams through Make-A-Wish, but we need to acknowledge the continued support that is needed to ensure that every eligible child is able to experience the effect of a granted wish. This not only contributes to each individual's moment of joy when a wish is granted, but it also encourages kindness and empathy across the wider community.
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