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Imogen Casey.
        Question 6. Consider the impact of non-western astrology on western astrology after 500CE.

Introduction

A study in the history of western astrology can incorporate various approaches and themes including reform of various constructs of astrological knowledge production and mediums
 and what Historian E.H Carr describes as a method of historical interpretation of the ‘cause’ of reform by asking, “Why?”.
 This essay considers the impact of non-western astrology on western astrology in the 20th century. The study locates itself in the theoretical framework of what Historian Nicholas Campion terms “the Cosmic State, the application of cosmological theory to political ideology and the management of society.”
 The term cosmology can be broken down to ‘cosmos’ which translates to ‘order’ and ‘logos’ as ‘a study’.
 In this study a political reform of the ‘Cosmic state’ is considered in the context of the United States of America. Central to the analysis is a historical document: the proposed 20th Amendment to the United States of America’s Constitution (Appendix 1), officially ratified in 1933, which changed the date of the beginning of the ‘cycle of sessions’ of the American President and Vice President, which timing has ancient astrological underpinnings.


This study considers the influence of Freemasonry ideology in the analysis of the primary document with a particular emphasis on the tenet of ‘kinship’ (brotherhood) and esotericism which have ancient foundations in non western cosmologies. This essay considers how the impact of the Western Enlightenment period and modern scholarship on non-western culture’s “Cosmic State’s”, strengthened freemasonry’s claim to an ancient foundation or truth
. Ancient Freemasonry scholarship subsequently fed into the political construct of the British colonies which led to the American Revolution.
 The constructed ancient foundation of the United States of America’s Cosmic State is evidenced in the nation’s founding political document: the US Constitution. This essay will explore how 20th century Freemasons continued to draw from non western cosmologies to reform its own political tradition with astrological underpinnings to ensure stability of the American ‘Cosmic State’ as evidenced in the 20th Amendment to the US Constitution.
Western Astrology and Cosmology

Nicholas Campion offers a rationale behind the fundamental universal premise of astrology which sentiment is drawn from a ninth-century Islamic text. In the Tabula Smaragdina, or Emerald Tablet, the opening lines state: “That which is above is from that which is below, and that which is below is from that which is above, working all the miracles of one, as all things were from one.”
 Or in more simple terms: “as in the sky so on earth”.
 Freemasonry’s origins as a European medieval guild of Stone Masons (that worked all over Europe and were therefore ‘free’) incorporated this type of sentiment into the original ‘operative’ Craft of building castles and churches that mirrored the heavens. The “G” in their symbol stands for geometry along with God as the universal architect which is also a requirement for admittance into the order: the belief in a higher power.
 The operative ‘Craft’s’ ideology and symbolism therefore collectively resonate with the Emerald Tablet’s opening lines. The United States of America state capital buildings and layout of Washington D.C and George Washington’s residences are also heavily imbued with Freemason symbolism which analysis is not in the scope of this essay.
 Rather a focus on astrological foundations in the medium of ritual is considered which has more ancient underpinnings than the tradition drawn from the built environment on Earth, mirrored in the human constructed geometrical patterns found in the sky.
 

As evidenced in the Joint Resolution of Congress dated December 12 1931 the 20th amendment to the American Constitution was proposed, stating (Figure 1):
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Seeriox 1. The terms of the President and Viee Preident shall
end at noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators
‘and Representatives at noon on the 30 day of January, of the years
in which such terms would have ended if

i article had not been
ratified; and the terms of their suceessors shall then begin.







Figure 1. Article – Section 1. Joint Resolution proposing the 20th Amendment to the 


United States Constitution, March 2 1932. (US National Archives Identifier 1410754).
 Passed by Congress March 2, 1932 and ratified January 23, 1933, the 20th Amendment changed a portion of Article I, Section 4, and a portion of the 12th Amendment of the United States of America’s Constitution.
 A search on this reform to the Constitution on the internet provides a ‘Common Interpretation’ of the 20th Amendment
 that states that the previous date of the ‘cycle of sessions’ of the President and Vice President was March 4 as outlined in the terms set in 1788 by the Confederation Congress.
 The inauguration of George Washington as the first President of the United States of America was held on April 30 1789 and his second inauguration held on March 4 1793.
 Whilst much of the literature that addresses this change to the American Constitution largely focuses on the inadequacy of the timing
, a symbolic shift from republican to democratic political power
, and the Constitution as a foundation of American order and stability,
 the significance of the date change is also apparent in the framework of ancient astrological medium of the ritual calendar.




Astrologer Patrick Curry gives a liberal definition of the term astrology as: “the practice of relating the heavenly bodies to lives and events on earth, and the tradition that has thus been generated.”
 The original date of the inauguration of the American President was March 4 which coincided with the planet Venus rising in the east as the Morning Star. Conversely the Amended January 20 date coincides with the fixed star Sirius setting in the West with the Winter Solstice following on January 21 in the Northern Hemisphere.
 The 20th Amendment of the Constitution therefore altered the focus of the cycles of heavenly bodies relating to the traditional ritual date for the ‘cycle of sessions’ where the previous government departed from public view in the morning and the newly elected president and government taking their place on the same day. This ‘cycle of sessions’ was viewed by the public on the original dates of March 4 as described by Samuel Calgett Busey’s article on Inaugurations of the American Presidents as an ‘exoteric’ ritual.


As outlined by Nicholas Campion: “Most pre-modern societies recognize two kinds of astronomical phenomena. First is the ordered and predictable as observed in the periodicities of the sun, moon and stars and expressed through calendars and their attendant rituals”.
 When considering the change from a focus on the cycle of Venus to that of a fixed star intercalated with the sun for the Inauguration of the American President in the modern era, it appears on the surface to be a backward step in embracing the complexity of celestial cycles. Parlier and Wicherink assert (based on empirical reconstruction with planetarium software: Stellarium) that the date was altered in the 20th Amendment due to Venus rising as the morning star shifting from March 4 to March 8 in the 1930’s and therefore not coinciding the fixed Inauguration date. This seems to be an archetypical theme in the history of astrological reform of civil calendars and evident in the history of the current western Gregorian calendar. The Gregorian calendar reform of the 16th century resulted in the reckoning for the ritual date of Easter, the Vernal Equinox, to be fixed as March 21 despite the effect of Earth’s precession altering the intercalation with the tropical year over time.


Ulla Koch-Westonholtz describes the ancient development of ritual calendars in Mesopotamia by the Babylonians where she describes a distinct difference between the ‘cultic calendar’ and ‘administrative calendar’
 In this study could be synchronized with the reform of the original date of the ‘cyclical sessions’ based on the cycle of Venus to focus on the annual setting of Sirius.  The two therefore had distinct purposes and could be syncretised today with the terms ‘esoteric’ and ‘exoteric’
 or in anthropological terms ‘sacred’ and ‘profane’
 respectively in relation to an individual’s progression in American 20th century politics (the president) and society (the American public) within the milieu of what Campion refers to as the ‘Cosmic State’. It is well known that Freemason ritual progression was based on esoteric occultism and was not generally for public or uninitiated (cowan)
 consumption.
 It could therefore be interpreted that the 20th amendment to the constitution was a reform introduced to return the individual’s participation in politics to an esoteric realm. This would result in the focus of Venus as the beginning of the ‘cyclic session’ reverting to an ‘esoteric’ realm and replacing it with a focus on the more predictable cycle of Sirius for the ‘exoteric’ civil calendar. Franklin D. Roosevelt was the last president sworn in on the March 4 date outlined in the original Constitution and was also the first president to be sworn in on the new date of January 20 of the ‘cyclic session’. Franklin D Roosevelt, just like his father Theodore who also served as president and George Washington, America’s first president, were Freemasons.

Impact of Non Western Astrology


The question of why? is asked again for further interpretation.
 Was it the impact of social instability brought about by World War I and the onset of the Great depression that led to the reform of the Constitution in 1933? Or was it spawned by new scholarship on non western cultures that had revealed more ancient truths? Ancient foundations in Freemasonry philosophy can be traced back to the admittance of ‘speculative’ freemasons into the ‘craft’ which occurred in Europe in the 17th and early 18th centuries.
 The Enlightenment scholarship of the Royal Society (where many of the founding members were freemasons)
 is one of the knowledge channels that had continued to flourish in Britain as part of the Imperial scheme in the colonies in the 19th and 20th centuries and provided a source to reevaluate and compare the universal tenets of ancient brotherhood, equality, liberty, truth and progress that Freemasonry claimed to traditionally uphold.


Examining the Royal Society’s collection catalogue online, gives an idea of the scope of access to studies of non-western cultures carried out in the British colonies since its formation in the 17th century.
 Of particular interest to this study is the collection of British Naval Officers Matthew Flinders, Captain Cook and Philip Parker King’s journals along with J.G Frazer an anthropologist whose work in the collection includes “The belief in immortality and the Worship of the dead; vol.1: The belief among aborigines of Australia, the Torres Strait Islanders, New Guinea, Melanesia. Frazer also specialised in comparative religion in the late 19th century even though, as pointed out by Fozdar, this type of work was already being carried out by British speculative Freemasons in India in the early 18th century under the guise of ‘Oriental Studies’.
 Other significant items in the collection include the work of Sir Walter Baldwin Spencer, the author of Native Tribes of Central Australia which was also a heavily utilised resource of the prominent Freemasonry scholar J. S. M Ward.


It is important to consider the work of Freemason scholars themselves ‘as insiders’ to understand what type of ‘historical documents’ they were drawing from to compare/reform their ancient foundation which surfaces in J.S.M Ward’s publication of 1931: Freemasonry and the Ancient Gods
, which intended for Freemason’s perusal alone
, coincides with the timing of the reform evidenced in the 20th Amendment to the Constitution in 1933. Ward advocates the disciplines of History and his own: Anthropology as the effective means to study the ancient origins of Freemasonry. Other bibliographical references also relate to Masonic, Rosicrucian, Indian and Egyptian scholarship. In the preface Ward states: 
“Briefly, the theory I venture to propound is that Freemasonry originated in the primitive initiatory rites of prehistoric man, and from those rites have been built up all the ancient mysteries, and thence all the modern religious systems. It is for this reason that all religious beliefs can enter Freemasonry; and further, the reason we admit no women is that these rites were originally the initiatory rites of men; the women had their own. These for sociological reasons perished, while those of men survived and developed into mysteries.”

Ward is thus reaffirming the ‘esoteric’ nature of the initiatory rites of men which is a key feature of Freemasonry.
 Ward is careful not to expose any of the ‘ancient secret’ symbols of Freemasonry in his comparative analysis with ancient and primitive cultures, which as Sosteric postulated only freemasons can identify.
 What is interesting is the one appendix he includes in the book is an Ancient Arrente initiation ceremony drawn from Spencer and Gillen’s work: Native Tribes of Central Australia.
 

 As explored by Campion one of the age old methods of astrological philosophical reform is syncretism.
 Through considering aspects of syncretism in the cultures that Freemasonry focuses on in historical scholarship, it will then be applied to one of the oldest continuing culture in the world: Yolngu of North East Arnhemland. The ancient foundation myth in Freemasonry has biblical roots where the ‘widow’s son’ “Hiram Abiff, the master builder was commissioned by King Hiram of Tyre and King Solomon of Israel to direct the construction of Solomon’s temple.”
 The myth elaborates on the biblical version to incorporate the secret words and symbolism of Masonic teaching which implies knowledge of a ‘sacred’ nature which Hiram Abiff gave his life to protect
 Hiram Abiff sacrificing himself to protect the ‘Crafts’ knowledge could be syncretised with the Christian Christ’s martyrdom.
 Further, the Masonic foundation myth has similar symbolic elements with ‘the trinity’ found in the Osiris and Isis myth of Ancient Egypt where Osiris is murdered by his brother Set and Isis gave birth to Horus who then avenged his father’s death.
 


James Ward syncretises the ‘holy trinity’ in Hindu culture with Egyptian and Christian Trinity’s: Brahma/Osiris/The Father, Vishnu/Isis/The Spirit and Shiva/Horus/The Son or Father/Mother/Son.
 Fozdar offers a similar synchronization of one deity in different cultures as: Venus/Isis/Ishtar
. Today, most scholarship on the Egyptian deity Isis, the widow of Osiris and mother of Horus associates her with the celestial body Sirius.
 This raises the possibility of a more ancient association of Isis with the planet Venus which may have been caused by astrological reform in the history or prehistory of the ‘Cosmic state’ in Egypt which could mirror the reform to the astrological underpinnings explored thus far in the 20th amendment to the United States Constitution. Themes drawn from the Isis and Osiris myth are abundant
 and could be syncretised with more ancient continuing cultures today. 

‘Truth, Tradition and Tomorrow’ was written by Galarrwuy Yunupingu, a Yolngu political leader from North East Arnhemland in 2008.
 When considering his statements and cultural traditions the three themes associated with the Osiris and Isis myth are apparent.
 1. Kingship and succession: could be syncretised with his father (another prominent Yolngu clan leader) handing him the clapping sticks – symbolic of handing down the leadership of the clan. 2. Conflict – order and disorder: the traditional ceremonial ground where order is negotiated with disorder (Australian politicians) and activated. 3. Death and the afterlife: Handing over the clapping sticks to the next clan leader coincides with Galarrwuy’s father’s spirit beginning its journey to Bralgu – the island of the dead, mirrored in the sky by Banimbirr – the planet Venus.
 Elements could be syncretised with the exception of the central tenet in the Yolngu ‘Cosmic State’: balance and codependency in an egalitarian society illustrated by the relationship between mother and child or yothu yindi.
 The major difference between the Egyptian conception of a ‘Cosmic State’ is that their head of State was a King associated with the cycle of the Sun
, not Kin in a system that seems to also be drawn from the cycle of Venus in Yolngu conceptions of their ‘Cosmic State’. It could also be possible that the ‘cycle of sessions’ of the President of the United States of America was originally based on ‘kinship’ before the 20th Amendment appears to have syncretised it with ‘kingship’.
Conclusion
 This essay set out to consider the impact of non western astrology on western astrology through the political ideology of Freemasonry and its influence on the reform of the United States of America’s foundation political document: the US Constitution. The 20th Amendment to the US constitution changed the date of the cyclic session of the American President and Vice President from March 4 to January 20 which has ancient astrological underpinnings that can be traced to Ancient Egypt and beyond in non western cultures. Through conceptualizing the change of date of the cyclic session as a calendar ritual it was found that the theme of esotericism could be projected onto a cultic (esoteric) calendar for the President and an administrative (exoteric) calendar for the public. As an organisation which beginnings in Europe sprung from a stonemason’s guild it was found that Freemasonry is limited to aligning its ancient beginnings with the ancient Egyptian Cosmic State. 
Through the method of syncretism, with similar themes and symbolism found in mythology from cultures that Freemasonry scholarship drew from (to maintain its ancient foundation), it was found that an ancient tenet of brotherhood in the Venus centered kinship cycle of Yolngu people of East Arnhemland could predate the Sun centered kingship cycle of Ancient Egypt. A possible explanation for the reform of the US Constitution then, that was carried out by and enacted by an American president who was a freemason, could be due to contemporaneous scholarship produced by Masonic scholars such as J. M. W. Ward. Ward revealed his theory that the ancient mysteries lie with the initiation of primitive men alluding to an esoteric tradition. A decision was made one year after the publication of Ward’s book to return the founding date of the cyclic session of the President to an esoteric realm and to rely on the Ancient Egyptians practice of syncretism to provide Sirius as the beginning of the ‘cycle of sessions’ for the American Public to witness the Inauguration of the President.
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