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Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress, we are interested to read your own assessment of this work as a measure of your own effort and in order that we may comment on your strengths and weaknesses.
Please ensure you complete this assessment before submitting your work.
What do you consider are the best aspects of this piece of work?    	
The research into my chosen group and the information I was able to find.
Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?	
The use of books, however given the essay content it is difficult to gather this information from academic books.
What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
Learning about the roles of prostitution and sex workers and the differences between legislation in different countries.



















For a group of your choice discuss and describe potential reason why those individuals and groups may become isolated within society.

This essay will look at and define the roles of different sex workers in the UK. It will define prostitution, focusing on the potential reasons as to why sex workers may become isolated within society and giving an understanding of the barriers to equality and inclusion for this group in society. It will look at key pieces of legislation and the legal status relating to sex workers and prostitutes. Relating to theory policy and practice with the comparisons of different cultural views and opinions regarding the sex work industry by exploring the multi-dimensional effects of social positioning of sex work within culture and subculture.
Sex workers are people who work in the sex industry making money by selling sexual services on the streets or indoor establishments. There are many sex workers which include prostitutes, lap dancers, call girl and pornographic actor/actress. The term ‘sex worker’ was introduced by sex workers themselves to present themselves as people of a legitimate profession (Leigh, 1997). In England and Wales sexual services are legal, however it is not legal to run a brothel. In the UK alone, it is estimated that there are up to 80,000 people selling sexual services (Commons, 2017). In many other countries selling sexual services is much more open and liberated, whereas in others it remains illegal. Sweden are an example of a country that has taken a much more restrictive approach, having introduced a method of prevention in 1999 known as the ‘act which prohibits the sale of sexual services’ in which the people paying and selling sexual services are criminals and can be prosecuted with a fine or imprisonment. The reason behind this legislation is the hope to clamp down on the service and its users. The belief caries that prostitution causes harm not only to individuals but to society on a whole as it links with serious crimes, therefore criminalising it came with the hope of a decline in crime rates and prostitution (Government offices of Sweden, 2015).
Types of prostitution
Prostitute is a term used to describe a woman who is over the age of consent and is willingly partaking in sexual activities for payment (Leigh, 1997). Prostitution continues to be a very widespread social issue and there are many forms of prostitution which include male or female prostitution. Transgender prostitution which is primarily males who have had sex changes providing sexual services (Anon, 1997). Forced prostitution is when people are forced to provide sexual services against their will. Migrant prostitution which are those from other countries providing sexual services which earns them very good money (Anon, 1997). Child prostitution involves those under the age of consent which varies between different countries. Pimps and exploitation which is when someone offers protection and business who then gains from the proceeds of the sex workers. Trafficked involves men women and children who have been bought into the country under false pretences or against their will to carry out sexual services  (Anon, 1997). 
Reasons for and causes of prostitution
There are many factors which could contribute towards the causes or reasons behind those turning to prostitution. A significant factor could be the individual’s financial situation, poverty could push someone forward to selling sexual services to help them out of financial hardship. The negative side of this would be having that financial injection quite easily therefore the individual could find it difficult not to get caught up in a catch 22 situation of dependency on the income. 
Drug dependency is another contributing factor for individuals selling sexual services in order to feed their habits and gain financially simply to be able to purchase more drugs, again finding themselves in a self-perpetuating situation. Drug users are more likely to be street sex workers who are picked up by kerb crawlers in places such as red-light districts.
Employment issues such as not being able to get a job and seeing the sex working industry as an easy way to make money and survive.
Being groomed, exploited or trafficked at a young age could potentially be a reason behind prostitution. Being introduced to the sex work industry this way may result in the individuals continuing it into adulthood due to it being the only thing they know. Situations such as this could have a very negative effect on those who wish to get out of prostitution after being coerced as a child. This is often as a result of being desensitised to the personal nature of the act of sex.
An example of a negative impact from being forced at a young age is that of Fiona Broadfoot who recently carried out an interview with BBC radio 4 after her and two others won a High Court battle to have prostitution and soliciting removed from their DBS checks and will now no longer have to explain to potential employers about being groomed into prostitution at the age of 15. This victory will be more positive when it comes to gaining future employment. Fiona talks about the negative impact of being groomed and part of child sexual exploitation. She states that not only was it difficult to get employment but she was on the receiving end of gossip and harassment, person son was told in school at six years old that his mum was a prostitute therefore she had to move into a different area as she did not want to be known in her community as a common prostitute (Broadfoot, 2018).
There is however, a more positive group of individuals that feel being a prostitute or sex worker is empowering. These individuals may enjoy their roles as sex workers and therefore choose willingly to do this as their chosen career. It is worth noting that sometimes this is a chosen profession and it provides some individuals with great job satisfaction.
England and Wales
England and Wales statistics on prostitution show a decrease in the recorded number of soliciting for prostitution offences. In 2002 it was reported that 2,111 offences occurred whereas in 2016 the numbers stood at 420 (Statista, 2017). These figures are surprising given that the number of prostitutes in England and Wales are anything up to 80,000. A reason for this could be a shift away from criminalising towards support and rehabilitation. It may also be the case that social attitudes towards sex workers in the UK in general have become more tolerant and liberal.
Legislation relating to prostitution in England and Wales
The Sexual Offences Act came into force in 2003 amending previous legislation which dates back to 1976 (The Sexual Offences Act, 2003). The term sex worker applies across the board for not only females but males and transgender adults who sell sexual services. The sale of sexual services in England and Wales is legal providing that the sex worker is over the age of consent, is not being coerced, forced or unwillingly partaking in any sexual activity. The legislation also states that the sale of sexual services is legal providing it is not carried out in a brothel or establishment of any kind (Commons, 2017).
Prostitution in England and Wales is legal, when it is the basic act of a person over the age of 18 exchanging sexual activities willingly for money. Prostitutes are able to charge for sex, however, many things associated to prostitution are illegal – such as trying to find clients in the street, running a brothel and pimping (Mills, 2017).
Some police forces in Britain have already successfully tried out experiments with the introduction of ‘safe zones’ where street prostitution has been tolerated. Stating that this has helped to contain the prostitution and makes it much easier to protect the sex workers (Mills, 2017).
There is legislation provisions in place which protects vulnerable people and children from being exploited, coerced or involved in any other criminal activities within the sex industry (Commons, 2017).
Decriminalised or criminalised?
Prostitution and sex work is a social issue in many countries. There are pros and cons to the decriminalisation or criminalisation of prostitution, which are often based on personal opinions as not everyone will agree or disagree with the advantages or disadvantages of either.
The legislation in the UK, at this moment in time favours decriminalisation with the hope that crime rates relating to prostitution will decrease, and those carrying out sex work will be less at risk of further violation within society.
The advantages of the decriminalisation of prostitution would help to reduce sexual crimes including child sexual exploitation and violence against women and young girls by bringing it forward, it enables those individuals to access help and support much easier. It could also help decrease the risks of rape and reduce the spread of sexually transmitted diseases, infections and prevent the spreading of HIV.
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn gave his own personal opinion on favouring the decriminalisation of prostitution.’ I don’t want people to be automatically criminalised, let’s do things a bit differently and in a bit more of a civilised way’ (Mason, 2016). 
But there is undoubtedly an issue with the UK legislation as it does not allow two sex workers to work together in the same building. This means that they cannot protect each other or use the safety of numbers. This also means that sex workers in particular prostitutes are forced to work in isolation increasing the risk of harm.
Criminalisation of prostitution and sex work puts the individuals at further risk to violations violence due to them already being disadvantaged. ‘Criminalisation of sex work foster discriminatory practices and stigmatising social attitudes which will drive sex work underground, making health services hard to reach’ (World Health Organisation, 2015).
The criminalisation of prostitution would have a very negative impact on access to health services. Prostitutes and other sex workers may assume that they will be denied services due to their status. They may fear being arrested, prosecuted or being imprisoned if they attend any health services. Prostitutes have great difficulty gaining access to essential products such as condoms or other contraceptive methods or being able to access abortion facilities, drug treatment and any other harm reduction services. Even if these individuals are able to reach vital services, prostitutes are more than likely to face discrimination and poor treatment leading them towards further isolation (World Health Organisation, 2015).
Prostitution, morality and ethics
In cultural studies Michel Foucault’s theory argues that our morals and ethics are not our own but that they are forced upon us. Foucault suggests that the morality of prostitution and sex work is guided and enforced by the rules and legislation in place (Barker, 2005). Foucault questions whether the power is held by the prostitute or sex workers themselves by being in control of their own sexuality and the choices they make, or are they subjected to a patriarchal society that view sex as a commodity which can be bought and sold. ‘Sexuality is a focal point for the exercise of power’ (Barker, 2005, p. 290).  Foucault suggests it is society that chooses whether or not to follow the moral judgements which are made by the government (Barker, 2005). ‘Ethics are concerned with practical advice as to how one should concern oneself with oneself in everyday life’ (Foucault, 1979). 
Many countries have a very different moral and ethical stance towards prostitution and sex work where it can be illegal or partially legal. 
For instance, in the vast majority of Africa it is illegal due to the link between transactional sex and the spread of HIV (Anon, 2016). In countries such as the Netherlands, New Zealand and Denmark prostitution and the sale of sexual services are legal (Bhattacharya, 2015).
In Bangladesh the sale of sex is legal including owning a brothel and pimping however, male prostitution is illegal. There is a severe trafficking problem, which is perpetuated by exploitation (Bhattacharya, 2015).
Prostitution, and the cultural and societal morals surrounding it are also affected by religion. The sale of sex is often treated much kindlier in Christianity than in any other religions. Perhaps this may be due to the numerous notes of prostitution in the Bible. In Muslim centric countries prostitution or even adultery is punishable by death. In Taliban controlled Afghanistan women were flogged or sent to jail for up to 15 years for having sex outside of marriage. However, with the fall of the Taliban in 2001 prostitution has become much more available but it is still illegal (Procon.org, 2016).
If sex workers, or prostitutes in particular, were to be ranked against the ‘Kahl Model’, they would sit amongst the bottom percentage of population in todays social construction. The Kahl Model (Sills, n.d) is a theory of social classes that attempts to define people into individual groups within society. Kahl attributes position within the scale based on roles and occupations with menial jobs ranking amongst the lowest. An obvious critique that can be made against his theory is that the groups are very definitive and do not appear to take in to account change in roles within society, for example a builder who according to Kahl sits in the middle class is more than capable of earning a great deal more money than those he ranks in the upper middle class.
Conclusion
As highlighted above there are many reasons why individuals may become sex workers. Many of these reasons also contribute towards their isolation from wider society. It is undoubted that being a sex worker comes with a stigma that is linked to a lack of respectability. Many of the causes of isolation include history of child neglect or abuse leading to a distrust of authorities and agencies. Family breakdown leading to homelessness and substance misuse, peer pressure and a lack of self-worth are all examples of why prostitutes or sex workers may feel excluded from society. This isolation is not helped by the ambiguity of the current legislation many parts of prostitution are legal but others remain illegal, this can cause sex workers to fear arrest or prosecution if they would come forward to complain about any criminal acts which may have been perpetrated against them. There is still a view that sex workers ’bring it on themselves’ which is clearly unacceptable but is a real prejudice they face.
There are however some bodies that support prostitutes and sex workers offering rehabilitation or refuge should it be required. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Beyond the streets is a charity that works in aid to end sexual exploitation and offers help to prostitutes and sex workers to find possible alternatives by offering non-judgemental support and providing them with reliable information and guide those who want the help in the right direction for accessing further support to enable them to change their lives (Beyond the streets, 2018).
The NHS foundation trust includes a team of sexual health and contraception nurses, doctors, healthcare support workers and health promotion specialists. Provide women sex workers with sexual health services which includes free condoms, emergency contraception and contraceptive advice. Tests for STIs, vaccinations for hepatitis, pregnancy testing and referrals for pregnancy terminations along with smear tests and basic information leaflets on how to keep safe. This organisation also has interpreters available for those who may have language barriers (NHS, 2018).
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