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In the establishment phase of the Islamic civilisation, after the death of the Prophet, saw rapid expansion of Islam and its territories under the leadership of the four Righteous Caliphs; Abu Bakr as-Siddiq, Umar ibn Al-Khattab, Uthman ibn Affan and Ali ibn Abi Talib, Phillips (2005), Randeree (2013). This expansion brought new challenges as a result of contact with other cultures and customs requiring distinctively different legal rulings. It was during this period that the principles of deductive reasoning, or Ijtehad, were formed out of necessity and became an independent principle of Fiqh under the name Qiyas. It was also during this time that the principles of Ijma, decisions by unanimity, started to evolve. As the final ruling on any legal matter rested with the Caliph this prevented the emergence of any new Madhabs during this period. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was during the Ummayad period that saw a significant shift of governance from the leadership of the Caliphs to kingships. This necessitated the dispersal of scholars to cover vast Muslim territories. It was during this period that interest in law and legal studies evolved in the environment of scholarly circles, Hallaq (2005). This attracted many students and started to increase debates within these circles leading to the formation of personal schools of prominent jurists which included Abu Hanifa, Malik, and Shafi, Hallaq (2005). As the cumulative doctrine of positive laws increased within these schools this eventually led to the creation of an authority through which the methodology of deriving laws was constructed, establishing the doctrinal school, or the Madhab.
The Ummayad period, saw the emergence of two Madhabs as a result of the division of scholars into two camps; rationalists (Ashab al-Ra’y), and the traditionalists (Ashab al-Hadith). This was also followed by the formation of other Madhabs as scholars and students started to use personal Ijtehad in dealing with local issues. 
It was during the Abbasid period, from the middle of the 8th century until around 950 CE, that Fiqh was formalized and systemized. Of the many Madhabs that existed only four remained, the Madhabs of Abu Hanifa, Malik, Shafi, and Ahmad bin-Hanbal. 
One of the defining moments in Islamic legal history was the “closing of the door of Ijtehad” in the 4th century. As a result scholars of all Madhabs took the position that all essential questions had been discussed and settled, Schacht (1982). The implication of this was that jurists could only practice taqleed, adopting an existing position of a Madhab, Mohammed (2013). More importantly, this led to fanatical sectarianism through the blind following of the Madhabs, a problem that still persists today. However, recent works by Hallaq (1984), have shown that Ijtehad continued beyond the 4th century citing the contributions of Juwayni, Ghazali and ibn-Aqil.
As Muslims have spread and dispersed globally with issues at both local and global levels what is needed is a unification of the Madhabs and a dynamic body with the revival of Ijtehad to make Fiqh dynamic once more as proposed by Phillips (2005). 
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